DeWITT CHARTER TOWNSHIP
1401 W. Herbison Rd.
DeWitt, MI
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
February 22, 2010
The regular meeting of the DeWitt Charter Township Board was called to order by Supervisor Galardi at 7:00
p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Supervisor Rick Galardi, Clerk Diane Mosier, Treasurer Phyllis Daggy, Trustees:
Brian Ross, Max Calder, and David Seeger.
MEMBERS ABSENT: Trustee Stephen Musselman
Also Present: Manager Rodney Taylor, Police Chief Brian Russell, Community Development Director (CDD)
Richard Trent, and Harmony Gmazel with Tri-County Regional Planning.
AGENDA

Seeger moved, Calder seconded, to approve the Agenda as presented.
Motion voted and carried.

MINUTES

Calder moved, Daggy seconded, to approve the minutes of the February 8,
2010 Regular Board meeting, as presented. Motion voted and carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS None.
COUNTY COMMISSIONER
REPORT
No commissioner present.
PRESENTATION

Harmony Gmazel with Tri-County Regional Planning made a presentation titled
Greening Mid Michigan. Materials were reviewed and discussed and she was
thanked for the valuable information. Manager Taylor pointed out that we are
represented within several of the sponsoring agencies of the Greening Mid
Michigan initiative.

CORRESPONDENCE Correspondence included an information packet of 2010 Census materials and a
copy of a memo to the Planning Commission from Manager Taylor regarding
Urban and Rural Service Districts.
COMM & COMM
REPORTS

Trustee Calder reviewed the minutes of the Planning Commission meeting of
February 1, 2010. Manager Taylor reported that Rezoning Request 09-880001
will be returned to the Planning Commission prior to Board consideration.

Planning Comm
Calder moved, Ross seconded, to receive and place on file the minutes of the
Planning Commission meeting of February 1, 2010. Motion voted and
carried.
UNFINISHED
BUSINESS
Ord Amd 225.6

Ordinance Amendment 225.6 First Reading – Tabled at February 8, 2010
meeting and remains tabled.
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NEW BUSINESS
Meadows Celebration
Fireworks Contract

Manager Taylor noted that this contract is for the same price and proposes using
the same firm we have used for the past five years. Clerk Mosier noted some
typographical errors she will correct before executing the contract.
Mosier moved, Daggy seconded, to approve the Night Magic contract in the
amount of $6,000 and to authorize the Township Clerk to sign this contract
to confirm a fantastic fireworks display for the Sixth Annual Meadows
Celebration on July 16, 2010. Motion voted and carried.

DNR Grant Request
Miracle League Field/
Restrooms

Manager Taylor reviewed his memo, dated February 19, 2010, explaining the
grant application to be submitted to the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources and Environment for the Miracle Field and restrooms, along with
various improvements to Valley Farms Park relating to the Miracle Field project.
He noted the requirement for a Public Hearing prior to submitting the grant
application and explained that he will be making a presentation on the project at
the Public Hearing.
Ross moved, Calder seconded, to set a Public Hearing for March 8, 2010, at
the Regular Meeting of the Township Board, to hear feedback on DeWitt
Township’s application for the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
Grant, which would be considered for the Miracle League Baseball Field for
children and adults with disabilities, and replacement of the current
restroom facility with a new universally accessible restroom/concession
building. Motion voted and carried.

Township Manager
Employment
Agreement

Supervisor Galardi reviewed his proposal and memo, dated February 19, 2010, for
recommending renewal of the Township Manager’s contract for 4 years, with no
salary increase for 2010. Miscellaneous changes, primarily the employer nonrenewal timeline, were discussed at length. The only Board initiated change to the
proposed contract was in the clause “termination initiated by the employee”
which was proposed to change to 120 days and the Board reduced the number to
60 days. Rationale for the reduction was that 120 day notice from an employee
was not a reasonable number. Members also requested that in the future, contract
changes be presented in a highlighted and strikeout format.
The Board thanked Supervisor Galardi for his work to resolve this matter. Several
Board members commented positively on Manager Taylor’s job performance.
Mosier moved, Daggy seconded, to approve and authorize the execution of
the Manager’s contract, as presented, with one change to set the employee
initiated termination to require 60 days notice.
AYES: Ross, Calder, Daggy, Mosier, Galardi, Seeger
NAYS: None
Motion carried.

VOUCHERS

Calder moved, Daggy seconded to approve General Operating Fund
Vouchers 56674 – 56734 and Tax Fund Vouchers 7187 – 7197. Motion voted

and carried.
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REPORTS

Manager Taylor reported on the following: a communications network is being
set up by staff that will enhance the Township’s ability to communicate with a
group of core residents, taxpayers, and businesses; the current status of the LEAP
proposal to establish a Metro Council; a community input and education session
has been scheduled for April 20th; a groundbreaking for First Bank will be held
on March 8th; he has been asked to sit on a Road Commission ad-hoc committee
to investigate the options for county-wide increased revenue options, including a
possible special voted millage for roads; he thanked the Board for their
consideration on his contract.
Police Chief Russell updated the Board on recent department activities. He also
reported that Officer Darnell will be spotlighted in a local story on News 6
beginning Tuesday, February 23.
Treasurer Daggy commented on the Manager’s job performance and what an asset
he is to the Township Board.
Clerk Mosier updated the Board on election issues.
Supervisor Galardi initiated discussion on the Airport property, and negotiations
with the City of Lansing that may be nearing an agreement which will benefit the
Airport for future development.

EXTENDED PUBLIC Planning Commission Chair Gobbo commented on the Planning Commission
COMMENT
work with staff, stating that Planning Consultant Foulds is an asset to the
Commission. Manager Taylor indicated that he is working with staff to provide
some training to the Planning Commission members in the near future.
ADJOURNMENT

Seeger moved, Calder seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m. Motion
voted and carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Mosier, Clerk

Rick Galardi, Supervisor

