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50 YEARS OF SERVICE
Eva Lietzke can boast that she has worked elections in DeWitt
Township for over 50 years. Not only is she retiring after 50 years
of service, but she has instilled this same sense of pride in the
democratic process to her daughter-in-law and granddaughter, who
will be working upcoming elections in DeWitt Township. When
you see Eva out and about in our community, please express your
thanks. She is very deserving.

TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE HOURS
To serve our residents, effective January 1, 2008, all Township offices will be open
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., including the lunch hour.
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SLEDDING HILL FUN!!
When you’re looking for some family fun this winter, don’t forget the sledding hill at
Granger Meadows Park.

CEMETERY FEE INCREASES
The Township Board recently adopted a new Schedule of Fees which included numerous
nominal fee increases. The Schedule of Fees is available on the Township’s website at
www.dewitttownship.org.
Perhaps the most substantive fee increase is for Township cemeteries. The Board determined
that the fee increases for cemeteries will not take effect until April 1, 2008 and January 1, 2009.
This delay offers residents time to plan for their future burial needs and arrange purchases prior
to the increase. A study of our costs prompted the following increases.
Current
Burial Space/Resident
Burial Space/Non-Resident
Concrete Marker Foundation

April 1, 2008

$300
$800
$ .32 per sq inch

$400
$900
$ .45 per sq inch

January 1, 2009
$ 500
$1000
$ .50 per sq inch

DeWitt Township operates two municipal cemeteries. Gunnisonville Cemetery is located on the
corner of Wood and Clark Roads. Hurd Cemetery is located on DeWitt Road just north of Stoll
Road. Questions and purchase arrangements are handled by the Clerk’s Office.

INFORMATION IS THE KEY………
Sometimes it’s those little assumptions that confuse us. The things we don’t really think about
that may lead to misunderstandings or confusion. In future Newsletters we hope this section will
be useful to our residents, clearing up those misunderstandings, eliminating confusion or just
providing useful information.
For smoke detectors to work efficiently, maintenance is a must. A chirping smoke detector
means the battery is low. A simple remedy is to replace the battery. The International
Association of Fire Chiefs promotes that when you change your clocks in the fall to also change
your smoke detector batteries.
Maintenance is also the issue for a smoke detector that activates for no apparent reason. Smoke
detectors activate when particles move past a sensor or light. One of the most common things
that activate a smoke detector is a spider. Spiders or insects will take up residence in the
detector. When they move about, they activate the detector. To eliminate this problem use a
compressed gas duster used for computers to blow out debris in the detector or use a vacuum
cleaner.

PROPOSAL A, TAXABLE VALUE, AND A DECLINING
REAL ESTATE MARKET
As you are probably aware, we are in a time of change in the housing market. There is much
discussion in the press about declining sales, property values, foreclosures and the economy in
general. You might be wondering how this affects your tax bill.
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What is Taxable Value?
In 1994, Michigan voters approved the constitutional amendment known as Proposal A. A term
known as “Taxable Value” was created as a part of this legislation. Before the enactment of
Proposal A, some homeowners were being taxed out of their homes because the value of their
home was rising so quickly. The intent of Proposal A was to contain or limit how fast the value
used to calculate taxes could increase in any given year and this created what is known as taxable
value. Now with Proposal A, your taxable value is only allowed to increase by the rate of
inflation or 5%, whichever is less.
Since 1994 and the enactment of Proposal A, in many parts of the Township and State, housing
values have been increasing much higher than 5% annually. The good news about Proposal A is
that even if your home value went up 10%, your taxable value could only go up 5%. The affect
of this was to contain or control how much you are paying in property taxes from year to year.
Since 1994, the highest rate of inflation used to determine a taxable value increase has been
3.7%. We have never reached the cap of 5%.
For the most part, Proposal A has been very beneficial for Michigan taxpayers. The bad news is
that in a slowed real estate market as we have today, we will still see an increase in taxable value
by the rate of inflation, even though the market value in many areas is declining. This may seem
unfair, but you should remember, in good years, your property value may have increased 8-10%
annually, but the increase in your taxable value was capped at the rate of inflation.

What is SEV?
The assessed value or SEV is the “state equalized value” of your home as determined by the
Assessor’s Office. This number is calculated by looking at recent sales and other data to reflect
50% of the true market value of your home. Unlike taxable value, this number has no cap. It
will go up and down just as the market does; however, you have to remember that there is a
delay in the process. Historically, assessments are calculated using sales data from the previous
two years. Because of the declining real estate market, the State is now allowing assessors to use
sales from a one year period and, in some cases, foreclosure data. This will allow us to better
reflect the more recent pricing drops in the market place. However, the State requires assessors
to only use actual sales that have occurred from October 1, 2006 to September 30, 2007, not the
list prices of homes currently on the market. It is also important to remember that the amount
that you owe in taxes is generated using the taxable value, not this SEV number.

Will my SEV and Taxable Value ever match?
That depends. If you have lived in your home for a long time, probably not. Remember that
your taxable value was going up by 5% or less a year, but your SEV was going up by a higher
number in most years. This has caused, for many owners, a significant difference between the
SEV and the taxable value for their property since Proposal A began in 1994. In 2007, DeWitt
Township’s residential taxable value was 351,731,610 while its SEV was 404,724,700.
For residents who have purchased their property in the last few years, they will have noticed the
uncapping affect of Proposal A. When property sells, the assessor must adjust, or uncap, the
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taxable value. The taxable value will become equal to the SEV. In the year following a transfer
or sale, the process starts over again where the taxable value increases 5% or the rate of inflation,
whichever is less. SEV then continues to rise or fall as the market place does.

Will my Taxable Value ever decrease?
Yes. If the SEV falls below your taxable value, then yes. Because of the large gap between the
SEV and taxable value, we will need to have a very long down turn in the housing market before
this will happen for most property owners. It is possible for some who have recently purchased
their homes to see this happen sooner. Under certain circumstances, the Township assessor can
make adjustments to the SEV, but the taxable value cannot be adjusted since it is a formula
determined by Proposal A.
The following chart illustrates how SEV and taxable values move in both a positive and
declining real estate market. Example: $200,000 home purchased in year one
Year 1 -5
Inflation 3%
House market increase 8%

Year 6-9
Inflation 2%
House market decrease -1%

Year 10-11
Inflation 2%
House market decrease -5%

Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5

SEV
100,000
108,000
116,640
125,971
136,049

Taxable Value
100,000
103,000
106,090
109,272
112,550

SEV going up just
as the market does,
Taxable Value
capped at inflation
rate.

Year 6
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

134,689
133,342
132,009
130,690

114,801
117,097
119,438
121,826

SEV going down,
Taxable Value still
increasing per
inflation rate.

Year 10 (Uncapped)

124,156

124,156

Year 11

117,948

117,948

House sold in Year
9.
Taxable Value
goes down because
it can not be higher
than the SEV.

Summary
In summary, for many years homeowners have benefited from Proposal A. It has capped or
limited the value used to calculate annual taxes to a level that is more sustainable. Proposal A
does not work as well in a declining market because property taxes are driven by the taxable
value, which increases annually by the rate of inflation, determined annually by the State of
Michigan. As a result, taxable value often lags behind the state equalized value and can increase
even though there may be a decrease in the state equalized value.
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WHAT ARE ALL THOSE COLORED FLAGS FOR?
We have all seen those colored flags sticking in the ground. They are placed by locating crews
in order to mark the position of underground utilities so that a repair or construction operation on
one service doesn’t interfere with others. Here’s a guide so you know what each different color
means:
RED – Electric Power Lines, Cables, Conduit and Lighting Cables
ORANGE – Communications, Cable TV, Alarm or Signal Lines
YELLOW – Natural Gas, Petroleum
BLUE – Water, or Irrigation Lines
GREEN – Sewers and Drain Lines
PINK – Temporary Survey Markings
WHITE – Proposed Excavations
Flags frequently supplement color-coded surface markings on curbs or lawns made with paint or
chalk to indicate the location and route of buried lines. Before you dig, don’t forget to call Miss
Dig at (800) 482-7171.

DEWITT ROAD
Many of you may have noticed a number of trees that have been removed along Turner and
DeWitt Roads in the southern part of the Township. The Capital City Airport (CCA) has been
performing this work along their flight path in preparation for the relocation of DeWitt Road.
CCA has received federal funds and will be adjusting DeWitt Road to curve further to the east
between Sheridan and State Roads. According CCA, this work will allow them to expand their
runways. For more information, please contact CCA at (517) 321-6121.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
For those that may not have seen the short article in the DeWitt-Bath Review, both the Township
Hall and the Fire Station located on Herbison Road sustained roof damage due to severe
thunderstorms. Both roof repair projects are now complete. Replacing these roofs was
recommended by the Township’s insurance carrier who fully covered the replacement cost.
Tim Hortons Restaurant, located on the west side of Business US 127, just north of Herbison
Road, is now open for business. Stop in for some fresh coffee, doughnuts, beverages or
sandwiches.
The project south of Clark Road is a new Auto Body Credit Union branch. The credit union is
expected to be ready to serve your needs in May or June of 2008.
Mexico to Go (Corner of Sheridan Road and Business US 127) is also now open for business.
Commercial businesses continue to be interested in locating and expanding the availability of
services to our residents.
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DEWITT PUBLIC LIBRARY
SATELLITE BRANCH IS OPEN
The DeWitt Public Library Satellite branch is open at the DeWitt Township Community Center
located at 16101 Brook Road, Lansing. The satellite provides over 3,000 books and videos/DVDs
for adults, children and young adults. Three high speed internet computers are available to patrons
of all ages. A photocopier and fax machine are also available for public use. The hours of
operation are:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Closed
2:00 – 8:00 p.m.
2:00 – 6:00 p.m.
2:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Closed
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Closed

For more information, contact the
Library at 702-9389 or
669-3156.

CLINTON COUNTY WASTE MANAGEMENT
UPCOMING EVENTS
The Clinton County Department of Waste Management is pleased to announce 2008 special
recycling programs. Clean Community Events will be held on April 26 in St. Johns and October
4 in DeWitt Township. Items accepted include household and small business hazardous waste,
motor oil and antifreeze, electronics such as computer systems and TVs, scrap metal and Freon
appliances, tires, bulky waste and household junk, reusable household items and clothing, and
non-reusable clothing and textiles for recycling.
Events are also planned to collect books for reuse and/or recycling. These events will be held on
April 3 in St. Johns, April 4 in DeWitt and April 5 at the East Lansing DPW located at State and
Brown Roads. Items accepted include hard cover and soft cover books, telephone books and
magazines. Library groups will be on hand to sort through books to ensure those that can be are
reused.
Clinton County also sponsors a number of on-going collection programs for household batteries,
cell phones, athletic shoes, and ink jet/toner cartridges. They also coordinate a sharps program to
distribute specially designed containers for used sharps as well as facilitate safe disposal of full
containers. Youth and community education programs are also available. For more information
about any of these programs and services, contact the Department of Waste Management at
(989) 224-5186 or visit them online at http://www.clinton-county.org/waste/waste_mngmt.htm.

2008 ASSESSMENTS
Residents and taxpayers should receive their 2008 assessment notices the first week in March.
Unless there has been construction or a transfer of ownership during 2007, your taxable value
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will not increase more than 2.3%, which is the rate of inflation for the 2008 assessment year.
The notice will show an equalized value and a taxable value for your property. The assessed or
state equalized value (SEV) is adjusted annually to reflect 50% of fair market value. The
taxable value is the actual amount on which your property taxes are based.
BOARD OF REVIEW – Will meet the week of March 10, 2008. The specific times for
appointments will be printed on the assessment notice, as well as published in the DeWitt-Bath
Review. If you have a question regarding your assessment or wish to schedule an appointment
with the Board of Review, please call the Assessing Office at 669-6494 after March 1, 2008.
Often we are able to answer your questions so an appointment isn’t necessary.

TAX INFORMATION
2007 winter tax bills were mailed December 1, 2007. This tax is due by February 14, 2008. If
you deferred your summer tax, it will also be due on February 14, 2008. After that date,
additional interest and fees apply. Late tax payments will be accepted at the Township office
until February 29, 2008. If you have an escrow set up with your mortgage company, your tax
bill was sent to them if they requested it. If you didn’t receive a tax notice and you should have,
please contact the Treasurer’s Office at 668-1411.
On March 1, 2008, delinquent real property taxes will be turned over to the Clinton County
Treasurer’s Office for collection. After that date, questions and payments should be directed to
the Clinton County Treasurer’s Office at (989) 224-5280.
All personal property taxes must be paid to the DeWitt Township Treasurer’s Office, 1401 W.
Herbison Road, DeWitt MI 48820. It is against the law for personal property taxes to become
delinquent. If you have personal property taxes due, please remit payment. If you have any
questions or need assistance, call the Treasurer’s Office at 668-1411.

AN OVERWHELMING RESPONSE!
The Township Community Center was busting at the seams on the evening of October 24, 2007.
The Township hosted residents, business owners and others interested in the future of the Old-27
corridor and the neighborhoods in the southern portion of the Township. Such an overwhelming
number of people responded to our invitation to tell us their concerns and to brainstorm ideas for
the future that we had to bring in extra chairs and tables to fill every nook and cranny. We want
to extend our sincere appreciation to those who gave their time to this important workshop and
for the outstanding comments and participation.
The comments will be used as we continue our work on the South Central Area Plan. The Plan
is a study of the area roughly bounded by Sheridan Road at the southern border of the Township,
and Stoll Road at the north end. The east and west boundaries of the area are Wood Road and
DeWitt Road. The purpose of the study is to identify the “positives” and the “negatives” in the
southern area of the Township. Our goal is to develop a plan to build on the positives and reduce
the negatives so that new investment will grow, helping to protect and enhance the property
values of the homes and businesses in this part of our community.
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If you were unable to join us at the visioning workshop, you can read a summary of the session
on the Township’s website, www.dewitttownship.org, under “News and Information.” If you
don’t have access to the Internet, a summary can be obtained by visiting the Planning
Department or calling us at 669-6576.
The next step in the process is to identify policies and programs that can be used to accomplish
the vision expressed at the public workshop. The Planning Commission expects to hear
preliminary recommendations from the consultant in early February. We hope to have a draft
Plan for review and comments by the middle of 2008. Keep an eye on the website and future
issues of this Newsletter or call the Planning Department for updates.

An update from the DEWITT PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD . . . . . . . . . .
Library Board continues to explore options for the future.
In 1998, DeWitt Township, DeWitt City, and the Library partnered to purchase our existing
Library building and we have since prospered at the Schavey Road location. Circulation in our
first full year was 93,594 items, with the 2007 year end circulation total being 222,059. All that
growth is in spite of the fact that the DeWitt Library has a “small” collection compared to other
Class V Libraries in the State. The number of participants in our Library programs borders on
staggering considering the size of our facility.
And therein lies the problem – we have a successful library with significant space problems.
For every book brought into the facility, one must be removed. The adult section suffers in
many ways, from reduced collection numbers to a somewhat “unappealing” adult atmosphere.
Rental of outside storage space provides a band-aid, but does not solve our space problems.
As you can see, this success leaves the Library Board with issues to resolve. For over two years,
the Board has been working, with the help of community leaders and library patrons, to find
solutions. Investigation has determined that expansion at our present site is not possible. A
Needs Assessment Study was contracted and accomplished, with over 40 community members
assisting the Breton Group in their final evaluation. Five visioning sessions were held with
broad community input. A model has been built showing the results of the two year public
visioning process.
Land has been proposed as a donation for a Library facility. However, a new Library will
necessitate a ballot proposition asking the voters of the district to approve a millage. Asking for
a new tax is never an easy decision. The Library Board continues to consider options. Finding
cost effective solutions to the challenge of offering adequate Library services to our community
is at the forefront of every discussion. (www.dewittlibrary.org)
Currently, our Library operates primarily with tax dollars (1/2 mill) from the property owners
residing within the City of DeWitt, DeWitt Township, and the DeWitt School District portion of
Watertown Township.
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FIVE THINGS WE CAN DO TO
PROTECT OUR WATERSHEDS
1. Wash Your Car on the Lawn or Direct the Water to the Lawn – Wash your car only
when necessary; use a bucket to save water. Alternatively, go to a commercial carwash
that uses water efficiently and disposes of runoff properly.
2. Maintain All Vehicles – Eliminate Leaks and Spills – Recycle used oil and antifreeze
by taking them to service stations and other recycling centers. Never put used oil or other
chemicals down storm drains or in drainage ditches. One quart of oil can contaminate up
to two million gallons of drinking water.
3. Recycle and Dispose of Household Chemicals Properly – Many household chemicals
are toxic. Buy wisely. Buy products labeled biodegradable, non-toxic, non-phosphorus,
and non-surfactant. Use non-toxic substitutes wherever possible. Soap, baking soda,
vinegar, washing soda, ammonia, borax, alcohol and cornstarch may be used to lift out
spots and stains, deodorize, polish wood or metal, disinfect, scrub, repel pests, clean pets,
wash and starch clothes and to perform other household tasks. Take unwanted household
chemicals to hazardous waste collection centers; do not pour down the drain or on the
ground. Use low-phosphate or phosphate-free dishwasher detergents.
4. Inspect and Maintain Septic Systems and Sewers – Periodic removal of solids in septic
tanks will ensure long-term and cost-effective service. Improper maintenance may cause
a sewage backup into the home or sewage discharge onto the yard. Septic systems should
be inspected every three years. Septage should be removed from all tanks and tank
compartments when: the top of the sludge layer is less than 12 inches below the bottom
of the outlet baffle, or the bottom of the scum layer is less than three inches above the
bottom of the outlet baffle. To maintain a septic system, you should know what it is,
where it is, how it works and when it should be serviced. If you have any questions or
problems, call your local health department.
5. Join a Watershed Organization – Participate in clean-up activities in your
neighborhood. Write or call your elected representatives to inform them about your
concerns and encourage legislation to protect water resources.

DTFD ADDS PAID-ON-CALL STAFF
The DeWitt Township Fire Department has welcomed to its membership: Jessica Alvarez, Derek
Carr, Kathy Crosby, Brian Hamel, Brad Suor, Teresa Trudgeon and Jeff Wagner. These
individuals, in expressing their interest in working on the fire department, have attended Medical
First Responder (MFR) classes in order to achieve their MFR license with the State of Michigan,
if they were not already licensed. We congratulate Derek Carr, Kathy Crosby, Jeff Wagner, and
Nicole Kitson on recently earning their MFR license and look forward to their earnest
contribution to the fire department.
Brian Hamel comes to the fire department with his Emergency Medical Technician (EMT)
license already in hand, while Brad Suor (a licensed EMT in another state) pursues his licensing
in Michigan. Additionally, Brian H., Jeff and Nicole are attending Firefighter I & II classes in
order to achieve their firefighter certification. We welcome, congratulate and cheer-on these
newest members of the DeWitt Township Fire Department! If you are interested in becoming a
member of the Fire Department, contact us at 669-0071.
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NEWS BITES
FOUND – a set of keys were found at the sledding hill at Granger Meadows Park. If they might
be yours, please contact the Township Hall at 668-0270.
HERBISON ROAD will be closed to through traffic for six to eight weeks for sewer repairs
beginning in mid-July. Watch the local papers for more information.
STATE ROAD – The Road Commission will be repaving State Road between Business US 127
and DeWitt Road. The project is scheduled to begin mid-summer.
In partnership with the REDEEMER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF DEWITT’S
FOOD BANK, you can now drop off non-perishables any time of the year at the DeWitt
Township Hall. A box is located in the Police Department’s lobby. The lobby is open 24 hours.
RECYCLE – printer cartridges can now be dropped off for recycling at the Township Hall
during regular business hours. The Township also has drop boxes for used alkaline batteries, cell
phones and eye glasses.
OUTDOOR FACILITY RENTALS – If you would like to rent a park picnic pavilion, softball
field, inline skating rink, or soccer field, please contact the Treasurer’s Office at the Township Hall
at 668-1411.
INDOOR FACILITY RENTALS - (Community Center gym or activity room) are handled
through the DeWitt Area Recreation Authority at 482-5117.
THANK YOU to Doug and Mary Bowers, Chuck and Molly Ruble, Al Harrison, Koreen Smith,
Helen Parker, Jean Heathman, Jan Keeler, Ione Berg, Brenda Underwood, and Elizabeth Walsh for
their help labeling and sorting the Newsletter. Your help is greatly appreciated. If you have some
spare time and would like to volunteer, contact the Township at 668-0270.

Upcoming Dates to Remember…….
February 14
February 20
March 1
March 9
March 10-13
April 4
May 3
May 6
July 1
July 7
July 18
August 5
September 15
October 6
November 4

Winter Taxes Due
Personal Property Statements due for Commercial and Industrial taxpayers
Assessment Notices mailed
Daylight Savings Time begins
Board of Review will meet, by appointment
Last day to register to vote and qualify to participate in the May 6th school election
Clean Sweep
School Election
Summer Taxes mailed out
Last day to register to vote and qualify to participate in the August 5th Primary
Granger Meadows Celebration
Primary Election
Summer Taxes Due
Last day to register to vote and qualify to participate in the November 4th General
General Election Day
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DARA RECREATION NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS
The DeWitt Area Recreation Authority (DARA) is located at the DeWitt Township
Community Center, 16101 Brook Road, Lansing, MI 48906. Information regarding any event
or program can be obtained by calling the DARA office at 482-5117. You may register for
programs in person at the DARA office (16101 Brook Road, Lansing), the DeWitt Township
Hall (1401 W. Herbison Road, DeWitt) or DeWitt City Hall (414 E. Main Street, DeWitt).
Registration forms and program descriptions are also available on DARA’s website,
www.dewittrecreation.org.

Program
Senior Cards
(euchre, bridge,
etc)
Super Bowl Party
Shootout
Floor Hockey

Dates
1/8-4/29

Time
Tu-10:00am-noon
Th-1:00-3:00 pm

Registration Age
Drop In
50+

Cost (Res/Non-Res)
Free (drink and snack
provided)

2/2

2:00 pm

1/4-2/2

6-15

Free

2/16-3/15

9:00 am-3:00 pm

1/4-1/25

Preschool Sports
Starter
Wiggle Worm
Olympics
Hunter Safety

2/19-3/25

5:30-7:45 pm

1/4-2/1

Grades $28/$33
K-5
3-5
$28/$33

2/20

6:00-7:00 pm

1/4-2/8

3-5

$5/$8

2/11-2/14

6:00-9:00 pm

1/4-2/8

All

$10

MRPA Hoop Shoot
Drop Your Kids
Off
Drop Your Kids
Off
Easter Egg Hunt

2/11
2/22

6:00-7:00 pm
6:00-11:00 pm

On site
1/25-2/15

8-15
4-12

3/14

6:00-11:00 pm

2/8-3/7

4-12

3/15
4/12-5/17
4/12
3/28

No
registration
2/15-3/7
2/15-4/12
2/29-3/24

1-10

Youth Soccer
Indoor Yard Sale
All Day Drop Your
Kids Off
Adult Golf
Spring Break
Camp
Sierra Rose Horse
Camp
Open Volleyball

3:00 pm sharp @
Granger Meadows
9:00 am-1:00 pm
9:00 am-2:00 pm
7:30 am-5:30 pm

4-6
18+
5-12

4/16-5/15
3/31-4/4

6:00-7:00 pm
7:30 am-5:30 pm

2/29-4/11
2/15-3/24

18+
5-12

Free (age of 12/31/08)
$15/one child
$25/two children
$15/one child
$25/two children
Free (at DTCC if bad
weather)
$28/$33
$10/booth
$25/one child
$40/two children
$60
$75/$80

3/31-4/4

7:30 am-5:00 pm

3/7-3/28

5-14

$255

Wed & Sun

7:00-9:00 pm

Drop in

18+

$2

DARA has updated its online registration program. To register online, you must first call
the DARA office to receive a username and password. Visit our website at
www.dewittrecreation.org, select the sports, special events or classes tab on the home
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page, select your program and complete the required information. DARA accepts Visa and
MasterCard payments online. You may also print registration forms and mail them in by
clicking on the forms tab. Complete program descriptions can be found at
www.dewittrecreation.org.

DeWitt Township Lt. Brian
Traub and Bath Township Sgt.
Lyle Lindemulder participated
in the annual Fill A Cop Car
program. This event was very
successful due to the generosity
of our community. The food
was donated to the Redeemer
United Methodist Church of
DeWitt’s food bank for
distribution.
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