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Executive Summary
Introduction

What is a Comprehensive
Development Plan?

In 2005, DeWitt Township adopted a Comprehensive Development Plan, which
was updated in 2012. This document is an update to the goals and land use
policies identified in these previous documents and will serve as the updated
Comprehensive Development Plan.
The 2018 DeWitt Township Comprehensive Development Plan process allowed
the community to assess the 2012 Plan Update in conjunction with current
demographic data, existing conditions, and public input. Overall, the vision and
goals described in previous planning documents are still valid. This plan
reorganizes the goals and sets forth actionable strategies to help the community
better guide growth, change, and development in the community.
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A Comprehensive Development Plan is
a community’s long-range guide for
the future. The information and
concepts
presented
in
the
Comprehensive Development Plan are
used by the Planning Commission,
Township Board, and Township
Administration to guide local decisions
regarding public and private uses of
land and the provision of public
facilities
and
services.
The
Comprehensive Plan is a living set of
policies, strategies, and plans to
enhance and improve a community
over a long planning horizon. While
the Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map
regulate the development of land, it is
the Comprehensive Development Plan
- its data, maps, goals, and policy
statements - that guide land use
decision‐making for the next 10‐20
years.
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Existing Conditions
1. Township Character and Regional Setting
DeWitt Township is an agricultural and bedroom community located in southcentral Michigan’s Clinton County, just north of Lansing, the capital of
Michigan. It shares boundaries with Olive Township to the north, Bath
Township to the east, the city of East Lansing to the southeast, the city of
Lansing and Lansing Township to the south, and Watertown Township to the
west. The city of DeWitt is completely surrounded by DeWitt Township and is
located in the northwestern area of the township.
Large agricultural and residential areas are the predominant land uses in the
township, with commercial development located along major thoroughfares,
and scattered pockets of industrial use.
The junction of US-127 and I-69 is in DeWitt Township, meaning that a great
deal of long-distance private and commercial traffic passes through the
township. The township is immediately adjacent to the Capital Region
International Airport, which provides local access to regional, national, and
international destinations.
The township’s location adjacent to Lansing and East Lansing, home to
Michigan State University, provides access to large concentrations of
government, healthcare, and higher education employment.
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The Existing Conditions Chapter
includes the following sections:
1. Township Character
Regional Setting

and

2. Demographics
3. Housing Conditions
4. Economic Conditions
5. Existing Land Use
6. Infrastructure
7. Transportation
8. Natural Features
9. Public Input
Development in DeWitt township
and Act 425 Agreements:

Over the past 10-20 years, several
tracts of land have been transferred
from the township to adjacent cities
under Public Act 425. These agreements allow municipalities to provide needed utilities for development. The most recent agreement
involved the Capital Region International Airport in 2011.
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2. Demographics

TABLE 1: POPULATION OF DEWITT TOWNSHIP AND ADJACENT COMMUNITIES,
2000, 2010, and 2015

Population
The township has experienced steady
growth from 2010 to 2015, growing 2%
from 14,321 to 14,599 (See Table 1).
DeWitt Township previously experienced
a large population increase from 2000 to
2010, from 12,143 to 14,321 in
population (18% growth). DeWitt
Township’s more recent growth period is
similar to that of its neighbors.

Age and Gender
The median age in DeWitt Township was
41.6 years in 2015, up from 40.1 years in
2010. This reflects the state and
nationwide trend of an aging population
(See Table 2). The township is seeing a
gradual increase in its older population.
The population of children, teenagers,
and young adults ages five to 24 has
decreased.
The
township
has
experienced an increase in the number of
people in their family-forming years, ages
25 to 34, from 2010 to 2015; this group
comprises 12.4% of the township’s
population. The largest cohort in the
township are people aged 45 to 59,
making up nearly 22% of the
community’s population (See Chart 1).

2000

2010

Change:
2000 to
2010

2015

Change:
20102015

DeWitt Township

12,143

14,321

18%

14,599

2%

DeWitt City

4,702

4,507

-4%

4,631

3%

Olive Township

2,322

2,476

7%

2,524

2%

Bath Township

7,541

11,598

54%

11,952

3%

East Lansing

46,525

48,220

4%

48,669

1%

Lansing Township

8,458

8,126

-4%

8,116

0%

119,128

115,634

-3%

114,485

-1%

Watertown
Township

4,160

4,768

15%

5,083

7%

CLINTON COUNTY

64,753

75,382

16%

76,905

2%

9,938,444

9,883,640

-1%

9,900,571

0%

City of Lansing

MICHIGAN

Source: U.S. Census 2000 and 2010, American Community Survey 2015 Estimates

TABLE 2: MEDIAN AGE COMPARISON, 2010 AND 2015
DeWitt Township

Median Age

Michigan

Nation

2010

2015

2010

2015

2010

2015

40.1

41.6

39

39.6

37.2

37.8

Source: U.S. Census 2010 and American Community Survey 2015 Estimates

This shift towards an aging population
will create a change in housing and
transportation needs; these changes will
also have implications for land use.
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CHART 1: POPULATION BY AGE IN DEWITT TOWNSHIP, 2010 AND 2015

CHART 2: HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION IN DEWITT TOWNSHIP, 2015

Households
DeWitt Township had 5,784 households
in 2015. The average size of these
households declined slightly from 2010
to 2015, from 2.53 to 2.5. This is an
extension of a long-term change toward
smaller household sizes that corresponds
to similar national and statewide trends.
The majority of households consist of
cohabitating adults, including both
married and unmarried people, without
children (45%). Households with children
make up 29%, a decrease from 32% in
2010 and 34% from 2000. The proportion
of adults over 65 living alone continued
to increase, comprising 10% of
households in 2015, up from 8.5% in
2010. (see Chart 2)

Source: American Community Survey 2015 Estimates
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K-12 Education
Residents in DeWitt Township are
primarily served by three school districts:
DeWitt Public Schools, Bath Community
Schools, and Lansing Public Schools. A
small noncontiguous area in the
southeast corner of DeWitt Township is
served by the East Lansing School District
(See Map D-1).
Table 3 illustrates the educational
achievement of these school districts,
based on current data from MI School
Data and the Michigan Department of
Education. Note that the date of current
data varies by factor and is
approximately 2014-2017.

TABLE 3: BASIC EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT FOR DEWITT-AREA SCHOOLS

Instructional
Expenditures
per Pupil

K-3
Class
Size

3rd Grade
English
Language
Arts
Proficiency

SAT
Total

Graduation
Rate

Bath Community
Schools

$5,851

19.1

55.1%

1049

93%

DeWitt Public Schools

$5,910

19

60.9%

1103

>95%

East Lansing School
District

$6,594

16.5

62.5%

1101

91%

Lansing Public Schools

$7,171

17.7

24.4%

854

62%

Michigan—Statewide

$5,745

N/A

44.1%

1007

80%

U.S. Average

$6,852

Source: Michigan Department of Education (2014-2015 and 2015-2016 data), 2015 Annual Survey of
School System Finances, U.S. Census Bureau
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MAP D-1. School District Coverage Map
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Educational Attainment
The national and global economies
continue to shift toward a greater
emphasis on knowledge, services, and
technology. The well-paying jobs of the
future will increasingly require greater
levels of education and training.
Residents in DeWitt Township and the
surrounding region are well-positioned
to benefit from these trends, with
generally higher levels of educational
attainment than the national and state
averages (see Table 4). Additionally, the
educational attainment of township
residents is rising in line with the growing
demand for workers with degrees (see
Chart 3).

CHART 3: EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF POPULATION 25 YEARS AND OLDER,
DEWITT TOWNSHIP, 2010 and 2015

TABLE 4: EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, POPULATION 25 AND OLDER, 2015
High School
%

Some College
%

Associate’s
%

Bachelor’s
%

Graduate
%

Total with
Degree %

DeWitt Twp

22.3

25

11

23.2

10.5

44.7

USA

27.8

21.1

8.1

18.5

11.2

37.8

Michigan

29.9

23.8

8.9

16.5

10.5

35.9

Clinton County

27.9

25.3

11

20.3

10.1

41.4

21

21.6

5.8

28.8

20.5

55.1

25.4

27.3

9.2

16.5

9.3

35

8.5

11.2

6.9

29.6

40.6

77.1

DeWitt City
Lansing
East Lansing

Source: American Community Survey 2015 Estimates
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CHART 4: HOUSEHOLD TYPES IN DEWITT TOWNSHIP, 2015

3. Housing
Conditions
Housing Choices
DeWitt Township’s housing stock is
primarily oriented toward owneroccupied, single-family homes. Rental
units and other types of homes each
comprise only a small portion of the
total.
In 2015, the township had a total of
6,176 housing units, an estimated
increase of 42 units from 2010. The
majority of units are owner-occupied
at 81%, with 19% renter-occupied.
The township has a high ownership
rate as compared to the US as a
whole, where 37% of housing units
are renter-occupied. Single-family
housing made up the largest portion
of housing types in the township,
comprising 76% of the housing stock.
Apartment and manufactured housing
units made up 12% and 11%,
respectively. Duplex, triplex, and
quadruplex unit housing made up 1%
of the housing choices in DeWitt
Township (see Chart 4).

Housing Stock Age
The majority of the housing stock in
the township is less than 50 years old.
Only seven percent of homes were
built in 1939 or earlier. Homes built
from 1990 to 1999 make up 21% of the
stock, followed by homes built in 2000
to 2004 (17%), 1970 to 1979 (16%),
and 1960 to 1969 (14%) (see Table 5).

TABLE 5: HOUSING UNITS BY YEAR BUILT, 2010 AND 2015
2010
Total housing units

%

2015

6,134

%

6,176

Built 2014 or later

-

-

6

0.10

Built 2005 or later

236

3.80

60

1.00

Built 2000 to 2004

951

15.50

1,040

16.80

Built 1990 to 1999

1,048

17.10

1,275

20.60

Built 1980 to 1989

523

8.50

757

12.30

Built 1970 to 1979

972

15.80

938

15.20

Built 1960 to 1969

1,163

19.00

830

13.40

Built 1950 to 1959

540

8.80

552

8.90

Built 1940 to 1949

203

3.30

311

5.00

Built 1939 or earlier

498

8.10

407

6.60

Source: American Community Survey 2015 Estimates
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Housing Values
Housing values across the country decreased sharply during the 2008 economic crisis. In many parts of the country, housing
values have not recovered to pre-recession levels. Michigan was among the hardest-hit states in the recession; Table 6 shows
that median housing values in the area around DeWitt Township have not fully recovered to their levels in 2000. The township’s
housing value has recovered more fully than the state’s overall median housing value.
A side effect of the 2008 crisis was a decrease in home ownership and rise in renting. As the supply of rental units has lagged
behind demand for a full decade, rents have increased, often significantly, across the country. As shown in Table 7, DeWitt
Township has bucked this trend, with median gross rent essentially unchanged from 2000.
TABLE 6: MEDIAN HOUSING VALUE (MHV) OF OWNER-OCCUPIED
UNITS (2015 DOLLARS)
Geography

MHV 2000

Change
2000-2015

MHV 2015

DeWitt Twp

$173,500

$147,500

-14.99%

USA

$165,600

$178,600

+7.85%

Michigan

$160,000

$122,400

-23.5%

Clinton County

$166,800

$154,400

-7.43%

DeWitt City

$204,000

185,500

-9.07%

Lansing

$101,800

$76,600

-25.74

While renters are not paying more for rents in inflationadjusted dollars, they are generally spending a much larger
portion of their income on housing than mortgage holders,
as shown in Table 8. The National Housing Act of 1937
established a benchmark that housing costs should not
exceed 30% of income. More than half of renters in DeWitt
Township pay more than 30%. This may indicate that rental
supply in the township is not meeting demand.

Source: 2000 census and 2015 American Community Survey Estimates

TABLE 7: MEDIAN GROSS RENT (MGR) OF RENTAL UNITS (2015
DOLLARS)
Geography

MGR 2000

MGR 2015

Change
2000-2015

TABLE 8: HOUSING COSTS AS A PORTION OF HOUSEHOLD
INCOME:
PORTION OF POPULATION PAYING GREATER THAN 30%
Geography

Mortgage Holders

Renters

DeWitt Twp

$749

$735

-1.47%

DeWitt Twp

20.1%

51.7%

USA

$833

$928

+11.4%

USA

32.5%

51.8%

Michigan

$756

$783

+3.57%

Michigan

28.8%

52.9%

Clinton County

$707

$779

+10.18%

Clinton County

23.2%

50.5%

DeWitt City

$779

$879

+12.84%

DeWitt City

15.6%

33.1%

Lansing

$689

$688

-0.15%

32%

56.8%

Source: 2000 census and 2015 American Community Survey Estimates

Lansing

Source: 2015 American Community Survey Estimates
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4. Economic Conditions
Household Income
In addition to the impact on housing values, American incomes were also greatly affected by the 2008 economic crisis. As shown
in Table 9 below, in inflation-adjusted terms, median household incomes still have not recovered to 2000 levels. Per capita
incomes have come much further; per capita income in DeWitt Township has exceeded 2000 levels. In both categories, the state
of Michigan once ranked above the national average but now ranks below it. DeWitt Township’s relative economic security is
shown through the stability of these income values.
TABLE 9: INCOME COMPARISONS, 2000, 2010 AND 2015 (2015 DOLLARS)
DeWitt Township

Michigan

United States

2000

2010

2015

2000

2010

2015

2000

2010

2015

Median Household
Income

$68,924

$53,644

$60,612

$61,842

$48,432

$49,576

$58,142

$51,914

$53,889

Per Capita Income

$34,092

$27,147

$34,222

$30,692

$25,135

$26,607

$29,888

$27,334

$28,930

Source: U.S. Census 2000, 2010 and American Community Survey 2015 Estimates

TABLE 10: EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY FOR POPULATION 16 YEARS
AND OVER
2015

2010

Educational services, and health care and social
assistance

27%

21%

Professional, scientific, and management, and
administrative and waste management services

13%

8%

Manufacturing

10%

10%

Public administration

10%

8%

Retail trade

9%

12%

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental
and leasing

8%

10%

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and
accommodation and food services

8%

10%

Other services, except public administration

4%

5%

Construction

4%

4%

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities

3%

6%

Information

2%

2%

Wholesale trade

1%

2%

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and
mining

1%

1%

Source: 2015 American Community Survey Estimates
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Employment
Clinton County has one of the lowest unemployment rates in
Michigan, with a November 2017 estimate of 3.3% (Source:
Michigan Department of Technology, Management, and
Budget).
The 2015 American Community Survey estimates that 65% of
DeWitt Township’s eligible working population 16 years and
over are employed. The industry group that employs the most
township residents is the category of educational services,
health care, and social assistance, employing 27% of the
workforce. This is followed by professional, scientific, and
management, and administrative and waste management
services (13%) (see Table 10). A large proportion of township
residents are employed in knowledge–based industries.
According to the Michigan Department of Technology,
Management, and Budget, some job sectors are estimated to
grow in the South Central Michigan Region (Clinton, Ingham, and
Eaton Counties). The projected fastest growing industries from
2012 to 2022 include computer systems analysts (+28.4%),
industrial machinery mechanics (+25.3%), and market research
analysts and marketing specialists (+29.6%). These jobs either
require a bachelor’s degree or extensive on-the-job-training.
Like many areas in Michigan, Clinton County can expect to see
higher education become a standard requirement for job
eligibility in most industries.

Future Land Use

Implementation

Appendix
14

5. Existing Land Use
Land Uses in DeWitt Township
Agricultural. The majority of land in DeWitt Township continues to be used for
agricultural purposes, as has been the community’s heritage for over 100 years. The
township’s high-nutrient, waterlogged soils support muck farming, which yields a
variety of specialty crops. Some farms in the township have taken advantage of the
state’s Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) Program, as well as Public Act 116, both
of which are methods to support agricultural preservation.
Residential. The township offers varied residential options. Rural residential singlefamily homes can be found on spacious, wooded parcels in the north-central area of
the community between Wood, Webb, and Round Lake Roads. Subdivision homes can
be found throughout the township. Multiple-family homes can be found in some
subdivisions, as well as near old US-27 and the south side of the township.
Manufactured home parks are located along Wood Road between Stoll and Coleman
Roads, and near Turner Road.
Commercial. Old US-27 remains the township’s main commercial corridor, with
additional commercial development in the southwestern area of the township near
Capital Region International Airport. There are other commercial developments
scattered throughout DeWitt Township. Commercial developments consist mostly of
strip malls, stand-alone shops, and large-footprint retailers. Business developments
tend to be automobile-oriented in nature and are set back far from the road with
parking in front of the businesses.
Industrial. DeWitt Township hosts a few industrial enterprises, though most of the
land zoned in this district remains vacant. Most industrial complexes can be found in
the southeastern township along Wood Road. There is also a small industrial cluster
just south of Clark Road between Old US-27 and Boichot Roads. Industrial parcels can
also be found in the northern half of the township.
Office Uses. Office uses can be found along Old US-27 just north of State Road, as well
as Schavey Road and along Airport Road near the western township border.
Parks and Public Space. Parks and public space include the DeWitt Township park
system, schools, community facilities and other publicly-owned parcels.
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Land Uses and Zoning in Surrounding Communities
Decisions about land use should be made with an awareness of the uses in
neighboring communities. Generally, DeWitt Township’s future land use
classifications are compatible with those of surrounding communities, though there
are a handful of areas in which mitigation of potential conflicts may be needed in the
future.
Olive Township. This township is located directly north of DeWitt Township. All of the
properties bordering DeWitt Township in Olive Township are agricultural or
residential uses, which are similar to those in DeWitt Township. According to the
future land use map for Olive Township, as provided in the Clinton County
Comprehensive Plan, the southern border of Olive Township is planned for
agricultural preservation west of DeWitt Road, rural transitional between DeWitt
Road and Old US-27, and rural/low-density east of Old US-27. There is a small area at
the corner of Old US-27 and W. Cutler Road designated commercial (it is currently
developed with an auto repair facility).
Bath Township. Bath Township borders DeWitt Township on the east. Bath
Township’s future land use map designates the corridor of Chandler Road from just
south of Herbison Road to Cutler Road as rural, from Herbison to I-69 as low-density
residential, and from I-69 to just south of Hawk Hollow golf course as medium-density
residential. The area south of State Road is mixed land use. Most of the bordering
land within DeWitt Township along Chandler Road is agricultural or residential in
nature.
City of East Lansing. The city of East Lansing borders the southeast corner of DeWitt
Township. There is a mix of commercial, manufacturing, and residential uses
bordering the township. DeWitt Township’s land is less developed in this area and is
zoned agricultural, with some commercial and industrial properties. Generally, East
Lansing contemplates more intense uses in this area than DeWitt Township, which
could potentially lead to land use conflicts if not handled sensitively.
Lansing Township. A fragment of Lansing Township borders DeWitt Township to the
south. Zoning in this area is industrial, commercial, and planned development. DeWitt
Township’s zoning at this border is also industrial, commercial, and agricultural. It
appears that land uses between the two communities are compatible with one
another.
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City of Lansing. The City of Lansing borders DeWitt Township to the south. Lansing’s
future land use designations in this area are primarily single-family residential with
light industrial and some commercial parcels. DeWitt Township’s land in this area is
mostly agricultural, with some residential, commercial, and industrial parcels mixed
in. It appears that land uses between the two municipalities in this area are largely
compatible with one another.
Watertown Township. The township’s land uses along its shared border with DeWitt
Township are a mix of agriculture, residential (both single- and multiple-family), and
commercial. Watertown Township identifies the Looking Glass River corridor as a
significant scenic and riparian resource that runs through the township primarily
between Clark and Herbison Roads. This land use designation and zoning overlay are
intended to identify the river as an important community asset and encourage its
protection, appropriate use, and ecological management. DeWitt Township’s land use
on this border is also agricultural and residential, with some commercial land uses. It
appears the land uses in this area are harmonious between the two communities.
City of DeWitt. The city of DeWitt is fully surrounded by the township. Residential,
industrial, and public space zones can be found along the city’s perimeter. The
township’s land uses surrounding the city are primarily residential and agricultural. It
appears the uses along the shared border between the two municipalities are
compatible with one another.

6. INFRASTRUCTURE
Water Supply
Residents in the township are provided with municipal water through the distribution
system of the Lansing Board of Water and Light (BWL). In recent years, a major
extension of the water distribution system along Herbison Road, easterly to Old US27, has occurred. This extension allows service to reach a large number of new
residential and commercial customers as well as several areas of existing
development. Because the remainder of the township presently must rely on private
wells, additional extensions of the municipal water system are expected to occur over
time but are very much subject to cost feasibility. Map I-1 illustrates the water lines in
the township.
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MAP I-1: Water Lines in DeWitt Township
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MAP I-2: Sewer Lines in DeWitt Township
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Wastewater Treatment
DeWitt Township, the city of DeWitt, Watertown Township, and Bath Township are
part of the Southern Clinton County Municipal Utilities Authority (SCCMUA). The
wastewater treatment plant is located on Herbison Road just west of Schavey Road. It
has a maximum capacity of 5 million gallons per day and is currently operating at a
fifth of its total capacity. SCCMUA discharges into the Looking Glass River and
maintains a current National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.
Its capacity is shared by the four municipalities it serves. SCCMUA is governed by a
ten-member Board of Commissioners comprised as follows: two representatives from
Bath Township, two representatives from Watertown Township, one representative
from the City of DeWitt, and five representatives from DeWitt Township. SCCMUA
also operates and maintains the wastewater collection systems, including the 42 lift
stations, numerous manholes, over 30 miles of force main, and sewer collection pipes
(greater than 200 miles of various line size) for the four municipalities. At the present
time, sanitary sewer lines serve much of the development in the township south of
the Looking Glass River and west of US-127. The township’s sewer lines are illustrated
on Map I-2.

7. Transportation
An important element of the Comprehensive Development Plan process is the
development of a plan for the overall system of streets and roads in a community.
This system provides for the movement of people and goods to and from places
inside and outside the community. Road rights-of-way also provide places for utilities
such as water lines, gas lines, sanitary and storm sewers, cable television lines,
electrical power and telephone lines to co-locate, lowering the need for easements
across private land. Because of these combined roads and utility function, the system
of roads in a community can impact economic conditions, environmental quality,
energy consumption, land development, and overall quality of life in a community.

Street Function
Over the years during which the majority of roads and freeways were constructed in
the United States, the concept of “functional classification” was developed by the
Federal Highway Administration. This involved two main elements: mobility and
access. Mobility relates to how vehicular traffic is able to flow through or around an
area. Access relates to how travelers of the streets access adjacent land uses
(primarily through intersections and driveways).
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Mobility v. Access

The diagram at left illustrates the concept of the functional classification of roads. At
higher levels of mobility, travel speeds and volumes are higher; as a result, access to
these roads becomes more limited. Conversely, lower classification roads often
feature slower speeds and provide more access points to adjacent land uses.

Existing Road Classifications for DeWitt Township.

Source: Federal Highway Administration

In
its
2013
Non-Motorized
Transportation Plan (currently being
updated), the township recognizes
that the functionality of roads as
outlined by the Federal Highway
Administration
addresses
only
motorized travel. Yet mobility and
access for pedestrians or cyclists may
not be impacted by the type of road
on which they travel. This is because
the decision of what road to use
depends on the availability of
transportation facilities, which also
include sidewalks and pathways. The
idea of mobility for non-motorized
users goes beyond simply the
efficiency of travel to a wider range of
barriers that partly correspond with
functional road classifications, but
also correspond to land uses, overall
community safety, and condition of
transportation facilities.

Traditional transportation planning identifies several major categories of road
classifications known as the National Functional Classifications (NFC). These
classifications were created by the US Department of Transportation Federal Highway
Administration and are based on mobility and access provided by certain roads. As
roads are modified over time, they may not fall neatly into one classification or
another, but their functions for motorized travel can generally be understood. It is
important to note that substantial variations in road characteristics exist while the
NFC may be the same for many roads in a community. DeWitt Township currently has
roads that fall generally into the following categories:

Interstates and Freeways: These roadways carry a heavy amount of traffic
over long distances. They are major connectors from city to city, county to
county, and from one end of the state to the other. Interstates are eligible for
federal funding. I-69 and US-127 are the two freeways within the township.

Principal Arterials: This classification includes roadways that carry major
movement throughout the area and provide access to abutting communities. An
example of this classification includes Old US-27.

Minor Arterial: The main function of minor arterial roads is to serve as routes
for through traffic while providing access to abutting properties and minor
intersecting streets. Minor arterials carry through-travel movements but carry
trips of shorter distance and to lesser traffic generators. Arterials are eligible for
federal funding. Examples of DeWitt Township roads currently functioning as
minor arterials include Howe Road, Herbison Road, Round Lake Road, Clark Road,
DeWitt Road (south of the City of DeWitt), Turner Road (south of Clark Road),
State Road (east of Turner Road), and Wood Road (south of Clark Road), and
Chandler Road.

Rural Major or Urban Collector Street: Collector streets primarily permit
direct access to abutting properties and provide connections from local streets
and neighborhoods to minor arterials. Through-traffic movement from one part
of a community to another is deliberately discouraged on these streets.
Collectors provide the opportunity to connect to arterials, allowing for the
reduction in the number of curb cuts onto arterials and ensuring fewer

DEWITT TOWNSHIP COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN - 2018
21

interruptions for arterial traffic. Collectors are eligible for federal funding.
Examples of existing collector roads include DeWitt Road (north of the City of
DeWitt), Wood Road (north of Clark Road), Stoll Road, State Road (west of Turner
Road), Turner Road (south of State Road) and Chandler Road (north of Clark
Road).

Rural or Urban Local Streets: Local streets provide access to abutting land.
These streets make up a large percentage of total street mileage, but they almost
always carry a small portion of vehicle miles traveled. They offer the lowest level
of mobility and may carry no through traffic. Local roads are not eligible for
federal funding. Examples of this class of roadway include all other roads in the
township not mentioned previously.

Traffic Conditions
Overall, DeWitt Township is experiencing an increase in traffic over the past two
years. In 2016, the Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) along Old US-27 was 14,230, a
7% increase from 2015. I-69 saw an AADT of 37,000 in 2016, a 4% increase from the
previous year. US-127 had an AADT of 33,818, a 2% decrease from the previous year.
However, both US-127 and I-69 saw 3% increases in Commercial AADT, indicating
that DeWitt Township’s major roads remain important through-routes for commerce.

Public Transportation
Clinton Transit is the public transit provider in the DeWitt Township. This system
operates a dial-a-ride service, with early morning to late afternoon hours from
Monday to Friday.
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DeWitt Township’s Unique Landform
DeWitt Township is the northern end
of the 22-mile long Mason Esker. A
unique landform created by melting
glaciers, Eskers appear as ridges that
wind through the landscape and are
composed of stratified sand or gravel.
They are found in Europe and North
America, in areas formerly covered by
glaciers.
Eskers were formed by
streams that flowed under and within
glaciers; when the ice tunnels melted
away, the channels and ridges
remained in the landscape.
According to WorldAtlas.com, the
longest esker in the world,
Uppsalaasen, is found in Sweden (155
miles long). North America’s highest
esker, Great Esker Park, is found on
the Back River in Massachusetts.
Michigan has over 1,000 eskers, the
longest of which is the Mason Esker,
which starts in DeWitt Township and
ends at Mason (See Map NF-1),

8. Natural Features
Soils, topography, woodlands, rivers, lakes, creeks, wetlands, and floodplains have a
direct relationship with the land use in DeWitt Township. Each type of land use is
influenced by the township’s natural features. In the comprehensive planning
process, the optimum arrangement of land uses should maintain the township’s
natural resources and physical features for future generations, while balancing the
needs of the community for housing and businesses.

Soils
The area’s soils are generally divided into four formations:
•

Houghton-Carlisle-Adrian, most associated with muck

•

Marlette-Capac-Parkhill, associated with a range of loams (from sandy to clay)

•

Spinks-Houghton-Boyer, associated with loam underlaid with sand or gravel

•

Urbanland-Marlette-Capac, associated with loamy soil (urban land denotes
developed and hard-topped areas such as the airport)

Sandy soils tend to be loose, light, and support drought-resistant vegetation as they
are unable to hold water. Clay soils contain a high nutrient content but are very heavy
and dense, and can hold an immense amount of water. Muck is made of decomposed
vegetation and is waterlogged. Loamy soils fall between sandy and clay soils and tend
to be versatile and supportive of a variety of plant materials (see Map NF-2 - Natural
Features –Soils).

It is worth noting that the presence of
eskers and other geological and soil
conditions makes the township
desirable for mining, which can impact
nearby residential and commercial
uses. While reclamation of mining
sites may make land available for
residential
and
commercial
development, such development is
challenging and expensive.
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MAP NF-1. Natural Features – Quaternary Geology and Features
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MAP NF-2. Natural Features –Soils
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MAP NF-3. Natural Features –Topography
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Topography
The topography in DeWitt Township ranges from flat land to modest hills, with
gradual elevation variation of fewer than 300 feet. The highest point of elevation can
be found in the far southeast portion of the township at 930 feet. The lowest point in
elevation (780 feet) can be found along the Looking Glass River in the northwest
portion of DeWitt, near Airport Road (see Map NF-3 Natural Features - Topography).

Woodlands
Wooded areas can be found throughout the township. Wooded areas also serve
significant environmental functions that need to be acknowledged. These functions
include watershed protection, air quality protection, noise abatement, and weather
protection.
Watershed Protection. A wooded area can be of great value to a watershed area.
The canopy of trees aid in breaking the force of precipitation, thereby decreasing
erosion, which is further inhibited by the fibrous root system of the understory
plants. Woodlands can also reduce the volume of stormwater runoff, which helps
reduce flooding. In addition, precipitation is retained and recharged into
groundwater reserves by the woodland.

Other Benefits of Woodlands. The
significance of woodlands is given
added weight by the less quantifiable
benefits that they provide to the
public. Not only are woodlands
important buffers, they also add
aesthetic value and provide attractive
sites for recreational activities such as
hiking, camping, and other passive
recreational
pursuits.
Continued
stability of good real estate values is
another benefit offered by woodlands.
Since people choose to live in and
around woodlands, providing for
woodland protection in the planning
of development projects will maintain
favorable real estate values.

Air Quality Protection. Woodlands improve air quality and afford protection from
wind and dust. Leaves and branches moderate the strength of winds and, when
moistened with dew or rainwater, reduce suspended particles in the air, which
are later washed off with rainwater. Plants also serve to moderate the effect of
chemical pollutants in the air by absorbing some ozone, carbon dioxide, and
sulfur dioxide.
Noise Abatement. A dense stand of trees can significantly cut noise from
adjacent factories or highways by six to eight decibels per 100 feet of forest.
Moreover, the moderating effects of forests on temperature and wind can
significantly cut the sound-carrying capacity of the atmosphere.
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Weather Protection. The resilience of woodlands creates a microclimate around
the tree stand itself. Woodland qualities, which moderate and buffer
temperature, precipitation, runoff, wind, and noise, are features of this
microclimate effect. The benefits of this microclimate effect to surrounding urban
and suburban areas can be significant. An urban area devoid of vegetation is the
exact opposite of the forest microclimate. It increases the range of temperature
fluctuations much like the climatic extremes of a desert. The sun’s energy striking
streets and buildings is changed into heat, further increasing the temperature on
a hot day; at night, the buildings lose heat and offer no protective cover from
night chill or winter winds. Thus, if woodlands are interspersed among built-up
areas, the effects of their microclimates can be felt in adjacent urban areas,
moderating fluctuations in temperatures by keeping the surrounding air cooler in
the summer and daytime and warmer in the winter and evening.

Rivers, Lakes, and Creeks
DeWitt Township hosts several water resources and is a part of the Grand River
Watershed. The most prominent waterway in the township is the Looking Glass River,
running along the north end of the community. Other waterways include the Remey
Chandler Drain, Reynolds Drain, Faiver Drain, and the Prairie Creek.
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MAP NF-4. Natural Features – Wetlands
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Wetlands
The township contains numerous wetlands, with a large concentration in the south
and southeast area. These wetlands support plant and animal habitats, including
resources for migratory birds (see Map NF-4, Natural Features—Wetlands).
Identifying Wetlands. Soil surveys,
aerial
photographs,
topographic
maps, 1978 MIRIS Wetland Land
Cover maps, Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ)’s
Wetland Inventory maps, and
National Wetlands Inventory (NWI)
maps can all be used to assist field
wetland investigations in identifying
wetlands. Wetland investigations are
performed in accordance with both
United States Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) and MDEQ
standards. The USACE guidance
follows a three-parameter approach
to make wetland determinations and
generally requires one positive
indicator from each parameter
(hydrophytic vegetation, hydric soils,
and hydrology).

Executive Summary

Wetlands Protection. In accordance with PA 451, Part 303, wetlands are regulated if
they are any of the following:
•

Connected to one of the Great Lakes or Lake St. Clair.

•

Located within 1,000 feet of one of the Great Lakes or Lake St. Clair.

•

Connected to an inland lake, pond, river, or stream.

•

Located within 500 feet of an inland lake, pond, river, or stream.

•

Not connected to one of the Great Lakes or Lake St. Clair, or an inland lake, pond,
stream, or river, but are more than five acres in size.

Floodplains
DeWitt Township contains several special flood hazard areas, such as floodplains,
around many of the waterways that run through the community (see Map NF-5).
Floodplains are areas where floodwaters spread when the natural stream or river
channel overflows its banks because it cannot accommodate runoff from storms or
melting snow. Dissipation of flood waters into the floodplain helps reduce the amount
of damage incurred by flooding. In addition to providing natural buffers for floods,
floodplains provide critical functions as groundwater recharge areas and wildlife
habitat. When the floodplain is altered by grading, filling, or the erection of structures
within it, its flood-dissipating functions are reduced. Oftentimes, changes to the
natural system aggravate flooding and damages. Factors that increase flooding
problems include:
•

Removing vegetation that stabilizes banks of streams and rivers and slows flood
waters.

•

Erecting buildings, bridges, culverts, and other structures that deflect or inhibit
the flow of floodwaters can increase flood elevations and modify flow paths,
shifting flooding problems and increasing erosion.

•

Channelizing streams, (straightening meandering watercourses to expedite
drainage) which transfer flooding problems downstream and alter wildlife
habitat.

•

Filling and dumping in floodplains, which can cause a considerable amount of
damage as floodwaters rise and transport debris that can interfere with the
movement of floodwaters.
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National Flood Insurance Program. In response to widespread life and property loss associated with flooding, and to help those
affected by floods, the federal government has promoted local floodplain management strategies through education programs and
enactment of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The insurance program is the only source of flood insurance and is only
available to property within communities participating in the NFIP. DeWitt Township participates in this program and is required to
adopt and enforce regulations regarding development in flood-prone areas. Participation in the program allows the township’s
property owners to obtain federally insured mortgages, which are prohibited in identified floodplains, unless flood insurance is
carried.
State Floodplain Protection. Augmenting federal protection measures, the state of Michigan has implemented rules that require a
permit to occupy, fill, or grade lands in a floodplain, streambed or channel of a stream. Federal Emergency Management
Administration (FEMA) flood insurance studies, rate maps, and other state data are used to determine floodplain boundaries,
defined as the 100-year floodplain. A 100-year flood (which results from approximately five inches of rainfall in 24 hours) has a 1%
chance of occurring in any given year. This means that a structure in the 100-year floodplain, if it is not properly elevated, has a
26% chance of being flooded before the average mortgage is paid off.

Land protection programs and resources
•

Land Conservancies. Land conservancies permanently protect land through ownership and/or easements. There are many
land conservancies in Michigan, including the Mid-Michigan Land Conservancy (MMLC), which protects natural land and
farmland in mid-Michigan, including Ingham, Eaton, Clinton, Ionia, Shiawassee, Hillsdale and Jackson counties. The land
conservancy is funded by memberships, donations, and occasional funding from grants. Currently, the MMLC protects over
750 acres of farmland, grassland, and wetlands in Clinton County, some of which is in DeWitt Township.

•

State of Michigan's Conservation Districts. The Clinton Conservation District (CCD) is one of 76 statewide conservation
districts that serve as local units of government. The state established these districts in 1954 to carry out programs for
conservation and provide technical assistance to assist communities with conservation strategies and tools. The CCD offers
many resources for local landowners to assist with agricultural and natural resource protection.

•

Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP). MAEAP is an innovative, proactive program that helps
farms of all sizes and all commodities voluntarily prevent or minimize agricultural pollution risks. MAEAP‘s mission is to
develop and implement a proactive environmental assurance program ensuring that Michigan farmers are engaging in costeffective pollution prevention practices and working to comply with state and federal environmental regulations. This program
is coordinated through the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD).
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MAP NF-5. Natural Features – Special Flood Hazard Areas
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Intentionally blank
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9. Public Input
During the Comprehensive Development Plan Update process, there were several
opportunities for public input. From online tools to in-person meetings, a variety of
approaches were used to provide the community with forums that could meet their
needs. The planning process included an online survey, open house, and a webbased photo-sharing platform. In addition, residents and business owners were
encouraged to attend and participate in Planning Commission and Township Board
meetings. The full responses to the surveys are provided in the appendix and
summarized in this section.

Community Survey
As DeWitt Township moves forward in developing this Comprehensive
Development Plan, public input serves as a guide in the process. A public survey
was made available from October 2 to November 30, 2017. The survey was
available online and advertised on the township’s website, social media page, and
in the fall newsletter; one hundred and seventy-five people participated. The
following is a summary of the subjects covered and participant responses.
Township Overview: When asked what they would like to see happen in the
township over the next 10 to 20 years, the majority of survey takers would like to
see a balance of rural residential and agricultural preservation, with some new
development in keeping with the rural and agricultural character of DeWitt (64%).
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When asked what approaches would have a positive impact on the township’s future growth and development, the following were
highly-rated responses:
•

Preserve and protect sensitive natural areas (64%).

•

Ensure that future non-residential development respects natural features and is heavily screened from residential areas with
landscaping (56%).

•

Collaborate more closely with neighboring communities in addressing issues generated by development, such as traffic or
wireless internet access (54%).

•

Expand parks and recreation facilities and programs (53%).

Participants expressed the importance of their community to them, and how they valued DeWitt Township as a unique area.
Respondents were asked to choose three words to describe what they valued the most in the township. The most frequently
mentioned words are provided in the graphic below. The larger the word in the graphic below, the more times it was offered.
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New Commercial Development and Housing
Nearly half of all participants would like to see an enhanced shopping district in the township. Comments reflect that the
participants would support a variety of smaller scale businesses with local character as well as those that could reuse currently
vacant structures. Many commenters also voiced a preference for Clark Corners to be revitalized.
When asked if they would like to see more housing options in the township, applicants indicated they would like to see the
following:

The majority of survey takers plan to remain in their current home with minimal modifications (56%). More than a quarter (26%)
plan to downsize and 23% are considering a condo complex with less maintenance.
Services and Amenities
Just under half of the respondents would like to see development in the township that offers more jobs closer to home for
residents (47%). Twenty-nine percent would not like this and 24% did not have an opinion.
More than half of the respondents believe there should be additional services to residents of DeWitt Township, such as high-speed
internet and municipal sanitary sewer for groundwater protection. Additionally, participants would like to see more community
recreation programs, trash and recycling services, leaf collection, and more non-motorized and public transportation options.
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Natural Areas
The majority of respondents agreed with the following statements:
•

Any new development in the township should preserve as many natural features of the land as possible.

•

Wildlife corridors should be preserved as integral parts of any new residential recreational development in the township.

•

Natural features and open spaces are an important reason I choose to live in DeWitt Township.

•

The majority of the township should remain rural.

Additional comments
The following are some additional comments received from survey participants:

“Don't make it too difficult for businesses
to come to DeWitt. I much prefer
shopping locally vs driving for several
miles.”
“We cannot continue to sprawl neighbors
into the country without a detrimental
effect on wildlife. Let’s be good
responsible stewards of our land for
future generations.”

“I live in the township because of its
proximity to Lansing. I would love the
area to have more shopping options
and more connected communities
(sidewalks along Webb for example).”

“Continuing the installation of
sidewalks and road improvements
that connect the various communities
of the township may lead to a more
inclusive community structure. I
sometimes worry that we are "two"
township units; one north one south
and each has a distinct identity.”

“The township and the City of Dewitt
should work together on a long-range
plan. As the population grows older the
township needs to work on more
accessible housing and additional
transportation.”

“I live here because it is a walkable,
nature-filled community.”
“Continue to connect bike trails with
other existing trails.”
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Business Survey
A separate online survey was created to gather input from DeWitt Township’s
business community. The survey was available on October 2, 2017, and was open
until November 30, 2017. Fifteen people participated. This survey was advertised on
the township’s website, social media page, and in the township’s newsletter.
A variety of businesses participated in the survey, including professional services,
retail, restaurants, veterinary hospitals, business and private services, and
construction services, among others. Of the participating businesses, 50% have been
in DeWitt Township for 20 or more years, followed by 10 to 19 years in the township
(29%), one to two years (14%), and less than 1 year (7%). When asked about the
primary factors in selecting their business location, the character of the area (43%),
proximity to clients (36%), and opportunity to purchase the building (29%) were the
top three responses. The majority (93%) believe their specific location has met the
company’s expectations.
The majority of businesses who participated operated in larger structures, typically
with several thousand square feet of floor space. The majority of businesses owned
their structure (93%). Of those few respondents who rent, they expressed no desire
to purchase the building in which their business is located. Most building owners
have no plans to sell their building in the near future (47%), while 23% may consider
selling, and 15% are uncertain.
The majority of participating businesses were made up of less than 10 employees,
though two had more than 30 employees, and one had over 200 employees. Six of
the businesses employed part-time/seasonal employees at some point during the
year. The majority of participant employees live in other nearby communities (43%),
other areas in Clinton County (22%), and DeWitt Township (22%).
Eighty-five percent of participating businesses have seen an increase in business
revenues over the last three years. Many attributed increase to the improved
economy as well as good customer service and reputation. Most businesses
recognized they had local competition in the Greater Lansing Area (72%). When
asked about the challenges in growing their business, finding quality employees
(21%), finding qualified employees (14%), laws and regulations (14%), and marketing
and promotion (14%) were the top responses.
More than half of the business survey participants do not anticipate a need to
upgrade, downsize, or change locations in the near future (57%). Thirty-six percent
anticipate expanding. The majority also anticipate they will be able to continue to
meet their operation needs at their current location (85%).
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Business Survey—continued
When asked what they believe DeWitt Township’s strengths in terms of support for economic activity, quality of life in the
community (69%), quality of schools (61%), interstate access (62%), and proximity to clients/end users of products (54%) were the
most frequently mentioned answers. Respondents noted that the top municipal investments that have the greatest impact on the
economic conditions in the township are sewer, water, or similar infrastructure (42%), public transit (17%), and transportation
infrastructure (17%).

DeWitt Township Public Open House
The Public Input Open House for the DeWitt Township Comprehensive Development Plan Update was held on October 16, 2017, at
the DeWitt Township Hall. Public notices were advertised in local newspapers, on the township’s website, and via social media
pages.
The meeting began with a brief presentation on the purpose of the Comprehensive Development Plan Update, as well as
Redevelopment Ready Communities®, Senior Committee Framework, and Zoning Ordinance review and update. Attendees were
asked to review the information on various subjects, including the township’s existing conditions, information on age-friendly
communities, community identity, and housing needs among others. Participants were asked to provide their thoughts on these
topics, as well as where in DeWitt Township they live, where they work, where they go for fun, potential locations for
redevelopment sites, and what they would like to see in the township in 10-20 years.
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Below are the comments received from attendees about DeWitt Township, organized
by topic.
Accommodating All Ages in DeWitt

Image and Quote from Picture This!™

How does DeWitt Township meet the needs of its multi-generational residents?
Outdoor Spaces and Buildings
•

Allow pets in all parks

•

Current dog park deficiently undersized

•

Need designated parks for dogs with ability to run—not Dog Park yards, as in
Padgett [Park]. Fence the Padgett perimeter and allow dogs

•

Need more “green” natural spaces around the township. Actual woods or field
areas

Transportation
•

Need more walking/biking paths

•

Need more transit such as CATA that can cross county lines and move all ages
around the communities

•

Due to safety concerns (because of distracted drivers), my family doesn’t use the
“bike lanes” that are part of the road. Please invest in more and wider sidewalks
instead

•

There needs to be significantly improved traffic control with stop signs (i.e. not a
suggestion); [This is a] safety issue

Housing
•

Need more affordable senior housing and senior apartment complexes

•

Build housing designed for seniors, perhaps a 55+ community

•

The sense that seniors could be “priced out” of the community

•

Encourage expansion of Gunnison Senior Living Facility

Social Participation
•

Need sidewalks along Webb from Old-27 West to township limits (x2)

•

It seems like people gather for a purpose (i.e. dogs, socializing, soccer); need
more places that allow people to meet

Civic Participation and Employment
•

Limited paid work opportunities in [the] township

•

Community Center needs to be more visible. Publish more information to let
[the] public know it’s available
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Image and Quote from Picture This!™

Communication and Information
•

No idea, and so why would 75+ year-old know [in response to “Is relevant
information readily accessible to older people with varying capacities and
resources?”]

Housing in General
What housing options would you like to see in the township?
•

Small houses designed for senior citizens who have down-sized

•

Senior living (not assisted living) building [for] future demographics; attention
and support to the south township neighborhoods—physical and social

•

Senior living complexes near shopping [and] access to medical [services]

•

A live/work complex like they built across from Cooley Law Stadium [in Lansing]
would be ideal

•

Beautiful higher-end condos for when people retire and downsize, but still want
a nice house without dealing with lawn work, shoveling snow, etc. (and families
too)

•

Very nice senior/assisted living allowing for transition as more assistance is
needed. Keep grandparents close

•

People move to DeWitt Twp. because it is safe and well-maintained. All homes
need to be of high quality to maintain the integrity of the community

DeWitt Township’s Sense of Place
What contributes to DeWitt Township’s sense of place?
•

There are lovely, safe neighborhoods

•

Great school with a great reputation

•

Love the wildlife and green spaces

•

Need more parks with accessibility

•

Increase parks to make single or limited use and for other activities

•

Good fire/police/ER response

•

Roads without big trucks or noise

•

Don’t lose the quiet, natural feel of DeWitt Township

•

Leave green spaces, trees

•

Don’t destroy and build on all agricultural areas; once it’s gone, it’s gone

•

Don’t turn DeWitt Township into a “city”

•

Appreciate paved path through the woods and dog park

•

Keep the area safe and enjoyable

•

Good roads

•

Responsive fire, safety, and township staff
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•

Good communication

•

Deer, turkeys, birds, farms, trees

•

Need more green spaces that have links to other areas

•

Safety

•

Natural areas, undeveloped or minimally developed

•

School-high quality

•

Well maintained neighborhoods

•

Services and shopping in reasonable proximity

Image and Quote from Picture This!™

What do you think would further shape and define DeWitt Township’s sense of
place?
•

Encourage and facilitate business startups

•

Provide technical savvy environment; high-speed internet, electric arts, etc.

•

More restaurants and businesses needed; grocery; gas station other than 127;
continue community policing

•

Get rid of rent-by-the-hour hotels and mobile homes that are older and unkept

•

Mass transit and businesses design so mass transit works would aid all residents

•

Convenience store gas station near Airport/I-69

•

Avoiding blight—redevelop empty space; a vibrant and varied real downtown

•

Not spreading out everywhere

•

Assuring residential areas remain without waivers/variances

•

We need a large light industry/business complex for tax revenue; non-polluting,
and no heavy truck traffic. Near the major freeways or heavy class I roads

•

Maintain skyline; We like the sunsets and the trees. We don’t want high-rise
apartment views

Future Land Use Map
What do you think about the township’s Future Land Use Map from 2005?
•

Keep industry retail and other businesses close to major highway and roads to
help reduce truck traffic in residential areas

•

Keep the conservancy areas as is, don’t change

•

Fewer sprawl parking lots like Meijer. Integrate parking into the construction
sites—over, under, or other ways to conceal it

•

Conservancy areas maintained and increased. Better quality of life and way
better visuals

•

Change office designation to property bordered by Stoll, DeWitt Road, and I-69.
Keep it residential
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Image and Quote from Picture This!™

•

Get rid of the rent-by-the-hour hotels. Attracts crime. Too many single-wide
mobile homes. Improve [the Old US-27] corridor

•

Too much industrial on [Old US-27]. Processing logged trees and auto junkyard
are not “community-oriented commercial”

•

Reduce mixing residential and business (no more Schavey Plazas) in the middle
of residences. Better traffic planning around schools—i.e. Schavey Elementary

What would make DeWitt Township a better place in the next 10 years?
•

Continue and finish pedestrian and bike pathways. I love [the] Herbison sidewalk
project

•

Community resources for both young people and seniors. Senior centers,
community centers with after-school programs for teens

•

Need to extend walkway from Schavey and Herbison to Airport

•

Need mass transit connections across counties—extend CATA north, south, east,
and west to reduce traffic and aid everyone getting to needed locations

•

More commercial options for northwest DeWitt: grocery, gas station, restaurant,
control blighted areas, so existing homes and businesses don’t suffer

•

Encourage diversity in schools and neighborhoods. Community, curbside
recycling for all DeWitt residents (I had this in Lansing but not in DeWitt)

•

Not low-income rental housing

•

Maintain tax rates (keep it affordable) for seniors to stay in homes

•

We moved to DeWitt five years to get away from a large community and enjoy a
rural setting. DeWitt has everything we need and wanted; [we would] like it to
remain a rural community. Live in [the] Village of Hawthorne Woods

•

Need to plan wildlife corridor to help them survive and reduce car/deer and
other wildlife collisions

•

Need to maintain a sense of place—more of a Birmingham or East Grand Rapids
planning with green (natural) spaces. Not Okemos or Royal Oak type planning.

•

Invest [in] more resources in improving [the] southern corridor
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Future Land Use
Some communities find a mission statement to be helpful in providing guidance to
the future land use plan. The 2005 Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP)
included a mission statement that succinctly describes the civic purpose of local
officials and staff, based on the aims of the community:

The Future Land Use Chapter
includes the following sections:
1. Mission Statement

1. Mission Statement

2. Goals and Objectives

DeWitt Township provides a high-quality living environment
through good government, effective planning, public involvement,
and strong leadership.

3. Future Land Use
Descriptions

In pursuit of this mission, the township establishes the CDP goals and objectives.
The goals and objectives in this CDP Update are consolidated, reformatted, and
reorganized from the 2005 and 2012 CDP to make them easier to understand,
apply, measure, and implement (see Implementation chapter that includes a
matrix for future actions).
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2. Goals and Objectives
Vision and Goals
Goals describe the community’s vision
for the future. Objectives describe
how the community can achieve the
goals.
This
Comprehensive
Development
Plan
Update
incorporates the goals and objectives
from the 2005 Comprehensive Plan
and the 2012 Update. Based on public
input, current demographic and
economic data, and changes since the
adoption of the last update, these
goals and objectives have been
refined for clarity and direction.
These goals are intended to be
general and illustrate the overlap
between various elements that
contribute to the quality of life in
DeWitt Township.
It should be noted that the numbering
of these goals is for organizational
clarity, rather than to suggest
prioritization.

Goals
1.

Preserve Natural and Agricultural Resources

DeWitt Township will conserve and preserve the natural and agricultural resources of
the community for future generations and ensure that viable farming operations in
the township can prosper. Growth and development will be encouraged in specific
areas of the community that allow important productive land and natural features of
the community to be preserved. Future development will incorporate innovative
storm water management, low-impact design features, and site and landscape
design that protect natural resources, preserve high-quality open spaces, and reflect
the natural feel of the township.
2.

Provide Quality Housing and Neighborhoods for All

DeWitt Township will provide high-quality housing for all residents through new
residential developments and ongoing maintenance and upkeep of existing
neighborhoods. A variety of housing options will welcome younger residents and
families as well as allow older residents to age in the community. The quality of life
for residents of all ages will be enhanced by encouraging the development of
neighborhood parks and open spaces as well as local commercial goods and services
that may be reached through non-motorized means.
3.

Promote Economic Development

DeWitt Township will promote steady, orderly development that will result in a
balanced land use pattern and diverse tax base in the community while supporting
the local economy and workforce. Entrepreneurship and business growth will be
encouraged to ensure the long-term vitality of the community. A mix of commercial
uses that serve both neighborhoods and the region will occur in appropriate
locations that are supported by existing infrastructure and designed to minimize
impacts on agricultural and residential areas. Neighborhood commercial uses will be
accessible to the residential areas that they serve through a variety of transportation
modes.
4.

Provide Public Facilities, Services, and Infrastructure

DeWitt Township will provide and maintain utilities, motorized and non-motorized
transportation facilities, and community facilities desired by residents in a financially
responsible manner that reflects the township’s role and position in the region.
These systems will minimize the impact on the township’s natural features, open
space, and agricultural areas while supporting a high quality of life for residents of all
ages. The township will partner with neighboring communities and public agencies to
maintain and expand infrastructure in an effective, efficient, and economical manner.
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Objectives
Objectives are organized under an overarching goal. However, in many cases, the
objectives support more than one goal. In the Implementation chapter, these
objectives are supported by action strategies.
Goal 1: Preserve Natural and Agricultural Resources
1.

Promote the conservation and wise use of the township's natural resources,
including woodlands, water features, wetlands and open spaces through
planning and land regulation that considers local site design, impacts to
adjacent land areas, and sustainable development.

2.

Identify and protect the township’s floodplains, wetlands, and other
environmentally sensitive areas to protect water resources and minimize
flooding.

3.

Promote the conservation and the enrollment of land into the Farmland and
Open Space Preservation Act (Michigan Public Act 116) and participation in
county and state purchase of development rights or transfer of development
rights programs consistent with the Future Land Use Map.

4.

Protect agricultural areas for continued farm use by extending water and
sewer utilities only in areas designated for development.

5.

Promote compact residential development as a means of protecting large
intact parcels of land for continued farming.
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Goal 2: Provide Quality Housing and Neighborhoods for All
1.

Provide a balanced range of housing types, including affordable housing
types, at varying densities while maintaining or improving the character of
existing neighborhoods to offer housing choices for current and future
residents of all ages.

2.

Preserve the stability of all existing single-family neighborhoods and multiplefamily and manufactured housing communities.

3.

Ensure that all new development preserves natural features and is of highquality design, materials, construction, and management.

4.

Concentrate dense residential growth in areas that are effectively, efficiently,
and economically served by public utilities and services.

5.

Protect established neighborhoods from intensive commercial activities
through transitional land uses, including high-density residential uses.

6.

Preserve the rural, country feel of township roads in residential areas by
encouraging landscape buffers that include generous building setbacks,
preservation of natural features, and additional landscaping along road
frontages of residential developments.

7.

Encourage community engagement and social interaction by providing
pedestrian and vehicular connectivity between neighborhoods while ensuring
safety and privacy of residential areas.
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Goal 3: Promote Economic Development
1.

Encourage high-quality commercial, office, institutional, and industrial
development (in terms of design materials, construction, and management) to
locate in appropriate areas with minimal impacts to residential areas.

2.

Achieve a balanced variety of neighborhood-, community-, and regionallyoriented facilities that will meet the shopping and service needs of the
community and nearby metropolitan area populations without unnecessary
duplication.

3.

Promote the redevelopment of under-utilized and blighted commercial land
along the Old US-27 corridor.

4.

Promote the physical clustering of commercial establishments rather than
strip development, thereby providing shared parking facilities, more
convenient shopping, pleasant pedestrian spaces, and minimal extensions of
utilities.

5.

Promote the physical clustering of industrial businesses in planned industrial
parks, rather than in stand-alone development, thereby providing for minimal
extensions of utilities and minimal impacts on residential and less intensive
non-residential uses.

6.

Coordinate township plans within the county, with adjacent townships, utility
providers, and the Capital Region International Airport.

7.

Support residents of all ages in the local workforce by serving as an
information clearinghouse on local and regional training, education, and
business needs.

8.

Strive to accommodate the goods and service needs of the aging population
with consideration to the site and building design as well as transportation
needs.

9.

Expand the township’s economy and tax base by supporting existing local
businesses, encouraging entrepreneurship, and attracting new businesses.
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Goal 4: Provide Public Utilities, Facilities, and Services
1.

Provide parks and recreation facilities that meet the needs and desires of
residents of all ages and abilities in an efficient and effective manner
throughout the township.

2.

Provide a street network that encourages and supports the development of
the township, while providing for the safe and efficient movement of people
and goods.

3.

Ensure that all new development is adequately supported by utilities and
public services.
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2. Future Land Use Descriptions
Agricultural
AP (Agricultural Preservation)
The primary intended outcomes of the AP planning designation are:
1.

To promote farming activities as the primary land use in the areas of the
township best suited for such use.

2.

To preserve woodlands and wetlands that are valuable as water retention and
groundwater recharge areas, as habitat for plant and animal life and which
have important aesthetic and scenic value which contribute to the existing
and desired future character of the area.

3.

To prevent the conversion of agricultural land to scattered non-farm
development, which when unchecked, unnecessarily increases the cost of
public services to all citizens and results in the premature disinvestment in
agricultural.

Most of the land in this land use category is presently in agricultural and open
space uses. Approximately 867 acres is presently permanently preserved under
PDR agreements between the landowner and the state and another 1,488 acres
are temporarily preserved through PA 116 contracts; 767 acres are north of I-69.
There are few paved roads and no public water in this land use category, the
freeways make for natural barriers, and only low-density uses exist in this land use
category. Similar uses are planned in adjoining areas in Bath Township and Olive
Township as well. The township has huge infrastructure needs in other parts of the
township where there is already an existing and growing population, so it needs to
prioritize its available resources. If these circumstances change (such as if MDOT
were to put an interchange in at Chandler Road), every five years when this plan is
updated, the township can reexamine whether this strategy should be amended.
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If the township finds support and interest from those who own land within the AP
designation, it may consider establishing a new agricultural district within the
Zoning Ordinance that would be exclusively for agricultural and related uses. Such
a district could include a reduction in the permitted density for single-family
residential from the one dwelling unit per acre allowed in the current agricultural
district. An exclusive district of this sort could help to reduce encroachment of
incompatible uses into intensive agricultural areas and help maintain the longterm viability of existing and future farm operations.

A (Agricultural)
The primary intended outcomes of the A (Agricultural) area are:
•

To provide a buffer between more intensively developed urban and suburban
areas.

•

To preserve woodlands and wetlands which are useful as water retention and
groundwater recharge areas and which have important aesthetic and scenic
value.

•

To encourage the continued use of valuable farmland while accommodating
rural estate types of residential development at a density that will maintain
the overall rural environment by not overextending the capability of soils to
process septic waste, and to accommodate a wide variety of non-farm, but
still rural uses that require large land areas.

•

To provide a "land bank" for areas of land that could be allowed to develop
more intensively when the township determines that more intensive
structural development is appropriate and when the necessary public facilities
and infrastructure is in place to support it.

•

To prudently meet the public service needs of township residents in the area
south and east of the intersection of I-69 and US-127 while taking all
reasonable steps to prevent further annexation of this land.

For achieving the outcomes of the A (Agricultural) land use designation, it is
recommended that the existing primary provisions of the A (Agricultural) Zoning
District be retained and that the only permitted land uses are those allowed in the
A District, unless an agricultural area is rezoned consistent with the goals of this
Plan.
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Residential
SF-L (Low-Density Single-Family)
This land use designation corresponds to the existing zoning classifications of R1
and R2 and supports developments on lots with minimum sizes ranging from
30,000 to 40,000 square feet. This results in a density of 1.1 to 1.4 dwelling units
per acre.
SF-M (Medium-Density Single- and Two-Family)
This land use designation is intended as an extension to existing developments
that have occurred consistent with the current R3 and R4 Zoning Districts.
Minimum lot sizes are intended to range from 15,000 to 20,000 square feet in size.
They serve as transitions from higher densities of residential development to lowdensity areas. An attempt has been made to plan these areas where the full range
of utilities is likely to be developed within the planning period. The expected
density in this area is 2.2 to 3 dwelling units per acre.
SF-H (High-Density Single- and Two-Family)
This land use designation is intended to occur on minimum lot sizes of between
8,000 and 10,000 square feet for single-family uses and 20,000 square feet for
duplexes, and correspond to the existing R5 and R6 zoning classifications. They are
intended to serve the market for the most affordable single-family homes. They
are situated where sanitary sewer and water facilities are present or impending
and are generally nearest the major transportation arteries and commercial
services. The expected density in this area is 4.3 to 5.4 single-family dwellings per
acre and 2.2 two-family dwellings per acre.
MFR (Multiple-Family Residential)
The majority of the MFR designated areas are, for the most part, already
developed or zoned that way. The Zoning Ordinance presently allows densities
ranging from two to 24 units per acre. Multiple-family areas are intended to
satisfy the demands for apartment and attached dwelling units while serving as
transitional uses from commercial areas and transportation routes to the lowerdensity residential uses. Several of the proposed land areas along Old US-27 are
recommended as alternatives to commercial strip development. It is
recommended that all multi-family developments be provided with public water
and sewer facilities to ensure public health.
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2018 Comprehensive Development Plan
Update—Changes to Residential Density
The Comprehensive Development Plan
Update responds to a desire for both
additional housing types as well as the
preservation of existing housing and
residential
neighborhoods.
By
encouraging denser housing patterns in
areas well-suited to development
(convenient access, adjacent commercial
development,
and
existing
infrastructure), additional housing may
be added in a way that relieves
development pressure from other parts
of the township.
The Future Land Use map reflects
changes to residential density in one
area:
•

North of the Looking Glass River to
Cutler Road, west of Old US-27, from
Medium-Density
Single-Family
Residential to High-Density SingleFamily Residential.

In the next Comprehensive Development
Planning process, the township may wish
to consider whether the northwest
boundary of the township should be
changed from Low-Density Single-Family
Residential to Medium-Density SingleFamily Residential. This change may be
influenced by the availability of adequate
infrastructure and demand from
additional housing in the township.
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MHP (Manufactured Housing Parks)
The Future Land Use Map recognizes the existing mobile home parks within the
township and identifies areas for their expansion. Included are areas north of the
existing mobile home park between Wood Road and US-127, as well as areas east
and north of the existing park on Turner Road. Given the ability to expand several
of the existing mobile home park developments, it is expected that the existing
parks and the proposed additional area contain adequate land area to satisfy longrange demands.

Commercial Land Uses
NC (Neighborhood Oriented Commercial)
The NC designation applies to areas intended to support retail and personal
service establishments catering to the day-to-day convenience needs of residents
in the immediately surrounding residential areas. The areas are generally intended
to be developed under zoning provisions outlined under the existing BL (Business,
Local) district.
CC (Community Oriented Commercial)
The CC designation is applied to those areas of the township that have both good
regional access and easy access to several existing and/or emerging
neighborhoods. The designation is intended to accommodate a wide range of
commercial land uses ranging from retail to service establishments that are
primarily destination-oriented, as opposed to drive-by business. The areas
illustrated are envisioned to be developed under the provisions of the BC
(Business, Community) and BSC (Business, Shopping Center) zoning districts.
There is an area of land on the east side of Old US-27, north of I-69 and south of
the Twinbrook subdivision that, because of its proximity to the I-69 interchange, is
particularly suited for CC use. However, the limited access right-of-way of the
interchange extends along the Old US-27 frontage of the property, denying it
direct access to Old US-27. The township will consider rezoning this property for
uses consistent with the CC (Community Oriented Commercial) designation where
a developer elects to provide a service drive consistent with the Access
Management standards that connect to the access drive associated with the
commercial properties north of the Twinbrook neighborhood.
In the absence of such a connection, the property only has access through the
DEWITT TOWNSHIP COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN - 2018
53

existing subdivision. In such a case the property is better suited to be developed as
it is currently zoned, in a mix of residential, local commercial, and agricultural
zoning districts.
HC (Highway Oriented Commercial)
The HC designation is applied to areas in which free-standing drive-by or highway
oriented uses such as convenience stores, motels and automobile sales and
services are being provided and where infill by similar uses should be encouraged.
ACOM (Airport Commercial) - REMOVED
The ACOM designation has been removed from this master plan update, as the
Capital Region International Airport was transferred from Dewitt Township to the
City of Lansing under a PA 425 agreement in 2011. The agreement, part of a
regional cooperation effort, offers business development incentives to create new
jobs, shared services, and tax revenue.
O (Office)
This land use designation is intended to accommodate a wide variety of office
types. These include single office buildings on one or more parcels, unified office
park developments, and large corporate office facilities. In general, these areas are
intended to provide employment opportunities and necessary services for
township residents, as well as to diversify the township’s tax base.
Development within these areas is expected to minimize adverse traffic and
environmental impacts. Developments are intended to locate in areas where they
will be compatible with surrounding land uses, even serving in some instances as
transition areas between incompatible land uses.

2018 Comprehensive Development Plan
Update—New Land Use Category:
Mixed Use
This designation permits a mix of
commercial and residential uses with
pedestrian-friendly site design, building
form, and streetscape. Land uses will
include a mixture of high-density
residential, small retailers, restaurants,
services, offices, and cultural and civic
amenities. New uses will be compatible
with adjacent uses through effective
transitions and buffers.
Mixed use is designated to facilitate the
redevelopment of Clark Corners at Clark
Road and I-69 (Redevelopment Site #1)
as well as to encourage development of
dense housing and convenient access to
goods and services east of Old US-27 and
Webb Road (Redevelopment Site #2),
Clark
Road
and
Airport
Road
(Redevelopment Site #3), and the area
east of Old US-27, north of Webb and
south of Round Lake Road as illustrated
on the Future Land Use map. It is
anticipated that commercial activities
will occur near major roads.
Connectivity within these areas will be
important to facilitate non-motorized
transportation, especially for older
residents.
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Industrial Land Uses
The Industrial Land Use designations are intended to identify and provide for
future industrial areas as a means of diversifying the tax base and promoting local
employment opportunities. The industrial areas must be situated for easy highway
access and to minimize potential conflicts with residential uses. Industrial
development should also be supported by the provision of adequate sewer and
water.

Institutional
The Institutional designation contained on the Future Land Use Map primarily
reflects those areas of the township that are presently put to a public or semi–
public use. These include the township administrative office, existing parks, the
wastewater treatment facility, planned Capital Region International Airport
properties, several of the more isolated cemetery sites, religious institutions, and
school sites. This Plan does not attempt to direct the precise location of future
institutional uses but recognizes the importance of careful site selection and site
design in locating public and quasi-public uses to ensure compatibility with
adjacent uses. Various zoning district provisions of the Zoning Ordinance contain
standards for the review and approval of most institutional uses, prior to their
development. All proposed institutional uses should go through site plan review.
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3. Redevelopment and Development Sites
As outlined in this 2018 Comprehensive Development Plan Update, DeWitt
Township seeks to preserve its natural and agricultural resources, provide quality
housing, promote economic development, and provide public facilities, services,
and infrastructure.
To implement this vision, three specific sites have been identified by the township
that are currently vacant or under-utilized, given their location, unique features,
and size. Redevelopment and/or development of these sites offers the
opportunity to increase housing and stimulate business growth in concentrated
areas that allow the rest of the township to retain its existing rural character.

Redevelopment Site #1: Clark Corners
Current Conditions:
•

Developed with three strip
commercial buildings

•

230,000 square feet

•

Mostly vacant and underutilized

•

Approx. 37 acres

•

Access to I-69 at Old US-27 and Clark
Road

•

Current future land use designation
– Highway Commercial

•

Proposed future land use
designation – Mixed Use

Redevelopment Site #1: Clark Corners

Redevelopment Concept: Given the size of the existing buildings and
infrastructure at this site, a complete demolition and redevelopment would
require a significant financial return for a developer. However, it may be possible
to transform this site with the addition of medium– and high-density residential
“outlot” development that could support local and regional commercial and office
uses. Green features, including trees and other landscaping, would improve the
appearance of the site.
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Components of the Site
Housing
The township is seeking to add housing
types that differ from the single-family
detached homes that comprise the bulk of
the township’s housing stock. This site
offers the opportunity to add housing in a
way that could help rejuvenate some of the
existing commercial buildings. Two- to
three-story buildings could accommodate
market-rate housing units, either for sale or
rent, that offer unique housing for young
professionals and empty-nesters.
Commercial, Restaurant, and
Entertainment Uses
Given the current retail climate, it is not
surprising that large retail spaces are
empty in this location. However, a mix of
uses that serve new on-site residents as
well as the regional population, including
offices and shared workspaces, medical
uses, retail, restaurants, entertainment,
health and fitness, and start-up space could
bring traffic and vitality to this center.

The current site (top right) could be rejuvenated through the addition of housing and landscaping (bottom right). Creating breaks in the existing
buildings could offer views from Old US-27 and I-69 into the redeveloped site (bottom left).
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Transportation and Parking
This site is primarily accessed by automobile. Its location off I-69 and Old US-27
makes it convenient for township residents as well as those from surrounding
areas. As new buildings are added, vehicular parking will continue to be needed,
particularly for regional users. Safe, comfortable, and attractive non-motorized
transportation facilities should be provided that connect this site with its new
residential uses and surrounding neighborhoods.
Character of Development and Placemaking
This site could be transformed through the addition of street trees and
landscaping. New development should include high-quality architectural design
and natural materials that are visually and physically compatible with the
surrounding rural setting. Landscaping elements should be integrated into site
design to provide walkable connectivity throughout the site.

Street trees and furnishings can help create
more pleasant shopping experiences.

Sustainability
Although the site has been developed and natural features removed, an emphasis
should be placed on low-impact development techniques as this area redevelops.
Techniques to mitigate storm-water runoff and landscaping should be
incorporated and be comprised of native, low-maintenance plants that do not
require chemical treatments for long-term health.
Development of the District
The creation of a simple form-based district that defines building forms and
architectural elements should be considered to encourage redevelopment of this
area as envisioned. The district standards should accommodate and improve the
existing strip-type development while creating a completely different form for infill
uses. The township should incorporate this site into its Non-motorized
Transportation Plan.

Landscaping treatment at Zagara's Market in
Cleveland Heights, Ohio (Source: cyburbia.org)

Parking lot landscaping softens the appearance
of large expanses of asphalt.
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Redevelopment Site #2: Old
US-27/E. Webb Road
Redevelopment
Concept:
This
undeveloped site is located adjacent to a
highly-traveled developed commercial
corridor. With the proximity to I-69 to the
south,
concentrating
residential
development in this area would give the
township the opportunity to add dense
mixed residential housing types along with
some limited commercial activity that could
provide a walkable and lower impact
transition
between
the
existing
development on Old US-27 and
surrounding residential areas.
This area includes the geological feature of
the Mason Esker, which could provide
unique residential site design through the
varied topography.

Redevelopment Site #2: Old US-27/E. Webb Road
Current Conditions:
•

Undeveloped

•

Approx. 180 acres

•

Access to I-69 at Old US-27

•

Adjacent to commercial development along Old US-27

•

Current future land use designation – Single-Family Medium-Density
Residential

•

Proposed future land use designation—Mixed Use

DEWITT TOWNSHIP COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN - 2018
59

Kirkland Danielson Grove, Kirkland, WA
Courtesy of the Cottage Company

Components of the Site
Housing
Given the township’s interest in supporting its aging population, development of
this site provides an opportunity for smaller housing units in a dense, yet natural
setting.
Commercial, Restaurant, and Entertainment Uses
There are many existing businesses in this corridor that could serve residents’
daily needs at a development in this location. Grocery stores, drug stores, and
restaurants are within easy reach. Smaller-scale commercial uses that serve the
local community could be added as infill development to the east of existing
development in a way that buffers new residential development. Examples
include goods and services, small professional and medical offices, and shared
workspaces.
Transportation and Parking
The adjacent Old US-27 corridor is automobile-oriented; however, non-motorized
pedestrian connections between existing development and new housing would
offer residents the opportunity to walk or bike to many businesses in the corridor.
The ability to incorporate physical activity into their daily lives helps residents stay
healthy; providing alternatives to driving offers older residents a sense of
independence as well.
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Ingelnook Carmel Indiana (Source: Ingelnook
Cottage Homes)

Character of Development and Placemaking
Cottage court-styled homes are typically
small and often only one– to one-and-a-half
stories. They are sited close together, which
can preserve natural features, reduce
housing costs, and provide a sense of
community. The development of this site
should feature smaller homes facing a
commons area that encourages safety and
neighborly engagement. The commons area
could include community gardens, sport
courts, and picnic areas. Homes should be
small in scale and include front porches;
they may be similar in style, but varied as
much as possible in terms of color. Homes
and commons areas should be connected
with sidewalks and should be connected to
nearby goods and services.

This site plan of Danielson Grove in Kirkland, WA (source: The Cottage Company) illustrates
the compact site layout of homes around a central commons.

Sustainability
The site has some interesting natural features, including the Mason Esker as well
as a man-made drain, that creates development challenges. However, these
features contribute to the unique character of this area and could enhance views
and site design. As with the earlier redevelopment site, emphasis should be placed
on low-impact development techniques as this area redevelops. Techniques to
mitigate storm-water runoff and landscaping should be incorporated and be
comprised of native, low-maintenance plants that do not require chemical
treatments for long-term health.
Development of the District
The creation of a simple form-based district for the housing and small-scale
commercial development that defines building forms and architectural elements
should be considered to encourage redevelopment of this area as envisioned. The
township should incorporate this site into its Non-motorized Transportation Plan.
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Redevelopment Site #3: Clark Road/Airport Road
Redevelopment Site #3: Clark Road/
Airport Road
Current Conditions:
•

Undeveloped

•

Approx. 200 acres

•

Access to I-69 at Airport Road

•

Adjacent to multiple-family
residential development.

•

Current future land use designation –
Office and Community-Oriented
Commercial

•

Proposed future land use
designation—Mixed Use

Redevelopment Concept: This undeveloped site is located adjacent to I-69 and is
served by its Airport Road exit. To the east is a dense multiple-family
development. To the west are single-family residential homes in Watertown
Township. The future land use plan for Watertown Township designates that area
as medium-Density Residential (two dwelling units per acre) and notes that “along
Airport Road, this designation provides a transition between the mix of
nonresidential and residential land uses planned to the east in DeWitt Charter
Township and the agricultural and rural residential land uses to the west in
Watertown Township.”
A mix of uses in this location would include housing and pedestrian-scaled
commercial and office uses that serve the local population. Given its highway
access, it is anticipated that regional commercial uses could be accommodated as
well. However, the entire area should be walkable and interconnected, supporting
non-motorized transportation options for new residents of this development as
well as nearby residents.
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The Lofts at Gateway Centre, West Chicago, IL (Source: Matthew Haylock, architect)

Components of the Site
Housing
This site offers the opportunity to add additional multiple-family housing to
support the aging population in the township. Housing could include townhomes,
stacked ranches, and loft-style housing over commercial development. Two- to
three-story buildings would be appropriate in this location.
Commercial, Restaurant, and Entertainment Uses
This site could accommodate a mix of commercial uses to serve local residents in
this area as well as the regional population. These may include offices, medical
uses, local and destination retailers and restaurants. Spaces should be designed in
such a way as to provide flexibility for new users as economic shifts occur.
Transportation and Parking
Vehicular parking will continue to be needed in this portion of the township;
however, safe, comfortable, and attractive non-motorized transportation facilities
will be needed to connect this site with new housing and existing residential
development.
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Character of Development and Placemaking
Consistent with the other redevelopment/development sites, all new
development in the township should include high-quality architectural design and
natural materials that are visually and physically compatible with the surrounding
rural setting. Landscaping elements will help identify pedestrian areas and create
comfortable, interesting, and safe connections between housing development and
commercial activities. Open spaces for active and passive uses should also be
included.
Sustainability
Again, low-impact development techniques should be employed as this area
develops. Techniques to mitigate storm-water runoff and landscaping should be
incorporated and be comprised of native, low-maintenance plants that do not
require chemical treatments for long-term health.
Development of the District
The creation of a simple form-based district that defines building forms and
architectural elements should be considered in this location as well to encourage
redevelopment of this area as envisioned. This will help the site develop in a way
that distinguishes it from other highway commercial sites in the I-69 corridor. The
township should incorporate this site into its Non-motorized Transportation Plan.

Multiple-family homes could feature various
design styles, as seen in the top two images
from Mississauga, Ontario, CA (Source: zolo.ca)
The two-story building at left in Hudson, OH,
includes commercial businesses at the ground
level and residential or office uses on the
second floor. (Source: Google Street View)
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MAP FLU-1. Future Land Use Map
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Implementation
The thoughtful preparation and adoption of any plan would be of diminished value
without a program of implementation strategies. The implementation strategies
of this chapter will assist the township in putting the key recommendations of the
Comprehensive Development Plan to work.

Zoning Plan

The implementation program is based on the goals and objectives discussed
earlier. Many of these goals are carried over from the previous Comprehensive
Development Plan and its subsequent updates. A specific Zoning Plan outlines
steps that can be taken toward implementation through amendments to the
Zoning Ordinance.
The tables that follow assign actions to the goals and objectives, leaving room to
establish priority levels for short-term, mid-term, and long-term items as the next
step following adoption of this plan. This chapter should be reviewed periodically
and at least annually to assess progress and adequately budget for specific
strategies. Each action should have a “lead,” a board, commission, group, or
individual who is responsible for project initiation and coordination.
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DeWitt Township Zoning Plan
Future Land Use Designation
A

Agriculture

AP

Agricultural Preservation

SF-L

Low-Density Single-Family Residential

Zoning District
A

SF-M

SF-H

MFR

Agricultural

R-1

Single-Family Residential (40,000 sq. ft.)

R-2

Single-Family Residential (30,000 sq. ft.)

R-3

Single-Family Residential (20,000 sq. ft.)

R-4

Single- and Two-Family Residential (15,000 sq. ft.)

R-5

Single- and Two-Family Residential (10,000 sq. ft.)

R-6

Single-Family Residential (8,000 sq. ft.)

M-1

Multiple-Family Residential (2.0 to 4.0 DU/AC)

M-2

Multiple-Family Residential (4.1 to 8.0 DU/AC)

M-3

Multiple-Family Residential (8.1 to 12.0 DU/AC)

M-4

Multiple-Family Residential (12.1 to 24.0 DU/AC)

Medium-Density Single-Family Residential

High-Density Single-Family Residential

Multiple-family Residential

MHP

Manufactured Home Park

MHP

Mobile Home Park

NC

Neighborhood Oriented Commercial

BL

Local Business

BC

Community Business

CC

Community Oriented Commercial
BSC

Shopping Center Business

BC

Community Business

PO

Professional and Office Services

OP

Office Park

POD

Planned Office Development

HC

O

Highway Oriented Commercial

Office

I-L

Light Industrial

IL

Light Industrial

I-H

Heavy Industrial

IH

Heavy Industrial

I-P

Industrial Park

I-P

Industrial Park

INS

Institutional

Includes properties in any district that are owned by public or nonprofit
institutions
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Future Land Use Categories with No Corresponding Zoning District
Future Land Use Category

Explanation/Action Needed

Mixed-Use

Mixed-use development is the targeted strategy for the
development and redevelopment of certain specific
areas of the township. This strategy includes a mix of
commercial and residential uses and some degree of
building form regulation in order to achieve the creation
of a cohesive district that supports long-term vitality and
projects a sense of place. The Zoning Ordinance should
be amended to add two new form-based districts or
overlays to accomplish this. One district would focus on
both the Clark Corners and Clark/Airport Road areas and
the other on a cottage court-type development
considered for Webb Road/Old US-27.

What are Form-Based Regulations?
Form-based zoning ordinance elements
utilize desired physical design elements
and building form to create regulatory
standards for a vibrant, cohesive, and
pedestrian-oriented areas.

The Zoning Plan on the previous page compares the township’s existing zoning
districts with the land use categories found on the Future Land Use map. In some
cases, the Future Land Use map categories are more general than the districts. For
instance, the Multiple-Family Residential category includes all four of the
township’s Multiple-family Residential districts. Some special types of land use,
such as institutional, are public or nonprofit and are not specifically addressed in
the Zoning Ordinance.
Aside from the modification of existing districts and the creation of a new mixeduse district, some objectives of the Comprehensive Development Plan will be
addressed with text amendments. The implementation tables that follow in this
chapter identify the amendments that are necessary to move the township toward
its goals.
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Action Items
Objectives for this 2018 Comprehensive Development Plan Update were drawn in part from previous master plans and updates
and have been reorganized to clearly indicate categories of action, such as those that require amending the Zoning Ordinance, or
those that are related to transportation.

Goal 1: Preserve Natural and Agricultural Character
Objective 1.1 – Promote the conservation and wise use of the township's natural resources, including woodlands,
water features, wetlands and open spaces through planning and land regulation that considers local site design,
impacts to adjacent land areas, and sustainable development.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Develop standards by which the impact of development on natural features may be measured and
monitored.

PC

Assess and update the Zoning Ordinance as needed to address waste management, recycling,
electric vehicles, and renewable/alternative energy.
Assess the Zoning Ordinance and amend as needed to promote green development that meets
LEED Standards.

PC

Other Action Items
Based on established standards, monitor the impact of development on natural features.
Explore the creation of a township recycling program.

Staff
Staff/TB

Objective 1.2 – Identify and protect the township’s floodplains, wetlands, and other environmentally sensitive
areas to protect water resources and minimize flooding.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Update Site Plan Review provisions in the Zoning Ordinance based on the model approach used in
adjoining jurisdictions that are served by the Board of Water and Light to protect groundwater and
surface water from stormwater runoff, erosion, and improper storage or handling of hazardous
materials. Ensure that applicants demonstrate that all site plans are consistent with the regulations
of applicable county, state and federal agencies.

PC

Advocacy Action Items
Encourage property owners to be involved in agricultural and environmental protection programs,
including the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program and land conservancies.

Staff

Ongoing
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Objective 1.3 – Promote the conservation the enrollment of land into the Farmland and Open Space Preservation
Act (Michigan Public Act 116) and participation in county and state purchase of development rights or transfer of
development rights programs consistent with the Future Land Use Map.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Continue to evaluate the future land use map and zoning map to ensure they are consistentand
protect prime farmland intended to be preserved.

PC

Advocacy Action Items
Provide information and resources about the PA 116 program to property owners, including
contacts for property owners enrolled in the program who are willing to provide feedback.

Staff

Other Action Items
Create a framework for property assessment that bases the value of agricultural lands on their
current use, rather than on future use with development.

Staff

Ongoing

Objective 1.4 – Protect agricultural areas for continued farm use by extending water and sewer utilities only in
areas designated for development.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Advocacy Action Items
Share Future Land Use map and zoning information with developers to highlight areas in the
township where development is encouraged and desired.

Staff/TB

Other Action Items
Create a policy for water and sewer utility extensions that is consistent with the Future Land Use
map.

Staff/TB

Ongoing

Objective 1.5 – Promote compact residential development as a means of protecting large intact parcels of land for
continued farming.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Establish a new agricultural district within the Zoning Ordinance that would be exclusively for
agricultural and related uses.

PC

Update Planned Unit Development Standards.

PC

Incentivize residential development by permitting additional density in desired locations.

PC

PC: Planning Commission; TB: Township Board
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Goal 2: Provide Quality Housing and Neighborhoods for All
Objective 2.1 – Provide a balanced range of housing types, including affordable housing types, at varying densities
while maintaining or improving the character of existing neighborhoods to offer housing choices for current and
future residents of all ages.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Consider ordinance changes to permit smaller single-family homes and expanded opportunities for
attached single-family homes.

PC

Explore ordinance changes to permit small attached accessory dwelling units with single-family
homes.

PC

Enable residents to age in place by creating zoning standards that encourage the development of
active adult housing in a variety of styles, including single-family homes and mixed-use
development. Complement these developments with entertainment and community recreation
opportunities.
Review the Zoning Map to ensure there are housing options within walking distance of shopping,
dining, entertainment, recreation, and employment that encourage younger residents to remain
(or return).
Amend Zoning Ordinance to add form-based zoning standards for mixed-use developments that
include housing and commercial uses.

PC

PC

PC

Advocacy Action Items
Promote policies and programs to make housing more accessible to the elderly and mobility
challenged individuals.

Staff

Promote and encourage alternative methods of transportation to serve residential areas.

Staff

Develop policies and programs to facilitate the development of new public and private senior
housing facilities to meet the needs of the township’s expanding aging population.

Staff

Provide resources, including home improvements, social services, and transportation options, for
aging residents that allow them to age in place.

Staff

Explore the creation of a community time bank that could serve the home improvement needs of
the aging population.

Staff

Pursue strategies to make DeWitt Township an “Age-Friendly Community.”

Staff/
TB

PC: Planning Commission
TB: Township Board
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Objective 2.2: Preserve the stability of all existing single-family neighborhoods and multiple-family and
manufactured housing communities.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Advocacy Action Items
Develop resource packet for homeowners that identifies available home improvement financing
tools, guides for home maintenance, and a directory of local tradespeople.

Staff

Other Action Items
Enforce maintenance code standards to ensure the upkeep of properties and avoidance of blighted
conditions.

Staff

Ongoing

Objective 2.3: Ensure that all new development preserves natural features and is of high quality in design,
materials, construction, and management.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Create subdivision standards that preserve natural features, such as woodlands, wetlands,
topographic features, and open space.

PC

Consider creating standards to require the provision of active and passive open space within
residential developments.

PC

Objective 2.4: Concentrate dense residential growth in areas which are effective, efficient, and economically served
by public utilities and services.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Ensure zoning map is consistent with existing and planned utility extensions.
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Objective 2.5: Protect established neighborhoods from intensive commercial activities through transitional land
uses, including high-density residential uses
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Assess site design standards and update as needed to ensure adequate provisions exist that
protect residential development from the negative impacts of non-residential development,
including noise, traffic, waste management, light trespass, privacy, and poor property
maintenance.

PC

Objective 2.6: Preserve the rural, country feel of township roads in residential areas by encouraging landscape
buffers that include generous building setbacks, preservation of natural features, and additional landscaping along
road frontages of residential developments.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Develop a natural features buffer standard for new residential developments.

PC

Objective 2.7: Promote pedestrian and vehicular connectivity between neighborhoods while ensuring safety and
privacy of residential areas.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Develop standards for street and subdivision design that require connections between
neighborhoods that improve residential access, promote public safety access and minimize traffic
congestion.

PC

Advocacy Action Items
Educate the public and developers on the benefits of making residential developments more
walkable and bikeable and encourage developers to build walkable and bikeable residential
developments that are connected to the township’s non-motorized transportation system where
possible.

PC/
Staff/TB

PC: Planning Commission
TB: Township Board
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Goal 3: Promote Economic Development
Objective 3.1: Encourage high-quality commercial, office, institutional, and industrial development (in terms of
design materials, construction, and management) to locate in appropriate areas with minimal impacts to
residential areas.

Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Assess the Zoning Ordinance and amend as needed to create appearance standards for new
development.

PC

Review the Zoning Map to ensure that intense non-residential development is concentrated in
areas served by utilities and infrastructure.

PC

Assess the Zoning Ordinance and amend as needed to provide for small neighborhood uses,
including retail, food establishments, and office spaces, adjacent to residential areas to encourage
walkability and minimize traffic congestion.

PC

Assess the Zoning Ordinance and amend as needed to ensure that office uses are permitted when
used as a transition from residential to more intense non-residential development.

PC

Assess landscape standards and amend as needed to ensure that parking and service areas are
adequately screened and sites are appropriately landscaped to enhance the appearance of nonresidential development.

PC

Assess the Zoning Ordinance and amend as needed to minimize and/or prohibit outdoor storage as
appropriate, based on the location of businesses; establish screening standards for those
businesses that require outdoor storage.

PC

Other Action Items
Ensure that all township owned and operated facilities are reviewed to the same standards as all
other development in the township.
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Objective 3.2: Achieve a balanced variety of neighborhood, community, and regionally oriented commercial
enterprises that will meet the shopping, employment, and service needs of the community and nearby
metropolitan area populations without unnecessary duplication.

Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Assess the Zoning Ordinance and amend as needed to provide for small neighborhood uses
adjacent to residential areas to encourage walkability and minimize traffic congestion.

PC

Assess the Zoning Ordinance and amend as needed to provide a variety of different kinds of high
quality office developments from small buildings on existing lots (such as along Old US-27) to office
parks and corporate office developments.

PC

Other Action Items
Seek community partners, such as businesses and nonprofit groups, to offer resources, including
office equipment and meeting space, to home-based business and residents who work from home.

Staff

Objective 3.3: Promote the redevelopment of under-utilized and blighted commercial land along the Old US-27
corridor and other industrial areas.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Other Action Items
Work with property owners to provide information on available properties on the township’s
website.
Explore a range of tools to assist with the rehabilitation, reuse and/or redevelopment of blighted
and polluted commercial and industrial properties through possible creation of a brownfield
redevelopment authority and/or a downtown development authority.

Staff

Staff/TB

PC: Planning Commission
TB: Township Board
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Objective 3.4: Promote the physical clustering of commercial establishments rather than strip development,
thereby providing for joint use of parking facilities, more convenient shopping, pleasant pedestrian spaces, and
minimal extensions of utilities
Action Items

Lead

Zoning Action Items
Create site design standards that promote walkability, including provisions for shared parking,
deferred parking, and sidewalks. Consider landscape standards that address pedestrians as well as
other pedestrian amenities such as benches, light fixtures, and bicycle parking.

Priority/
Timeframe

PC

Ensure that non-residential zoning districts offer an appropriate mix of uses that encourage
walkability and minimize traffic congestion.

PC

Develop setback, driveway spacing, landscaping, and signage standards for new non-residential
development on US-27 and near the I-69 interchange that are consistent with the “US-27 Corridor/
Subarea Access Management Plan.”

PC

Amend the Zoning Ordinance to require sidewalks consistent with a township-wide sidewalk plan.

PC

Assess the Zoning Ordinance’s parking standards and amend as needed to ensure development is
not over-parked.

PC

Objective 3.5: Promote the physical clustering of industrial businesses in planned industrial parks, rather than in
stand-alone development, thereby providing for minimal extensions of utilities and minimal impacts on residential
and less intensive non-residential uses
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Assess the Zoning Ordinance and amend as needed to ensure that potential negative impacts from
industrial uses are mitigated to the extent possible.

PC

Review the Zoning Map to ensure sufficient land is available for the clustering of industrial
businesses.

PC

Advocacy Action Item
Direct new and growing industrial businesses to desired township locations.
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Objective 3.6: Coordinate township plans within the county, with adjacent townships, utility providers, and the
Capital City Airport Authority.

Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Other Action Items
Share all DeWitt Township plans with neighboring agencies.

Staff

Facilitate meetings with adjacent communities, utility providers, and the CCAA on a regular basis.

Staff

Objective 3.7: Support residents of all ages in the local workforce by serving as an information clearinghouse on
local and regional training, education, and business needs.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Other Action Items
Identify education and training opportunities at the local schools, Clinton County, and other
regional providers and provide links on the township’s website.
Make the township facilities available for training and educational workshops.
Create a database that connects retired and semi-retired residents with local businesses and nonprofit groups who need employees, consultants, and volunteers.

Staff

TB/Staff

Staff

PC: Planning Commission
TB: Township Board
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Objective 3.8: Strive to accommodate the goods and service needs of the aging population with consideration to
site and building design as well as transportation needs.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Create mixed-use zoning districts to provide standards for the development of mixed-use projects
in the township.

PC

Require pedestrian connectivity to and within all new developments.

PC

Advocacy Action Items
Work with adjacent communities and regional partners to improve and expand transportation
options within the community and in the region.

Staff/TB

Create a directory of age-friendly businesses.

Staff

Explore the creation of a program to help business establishments retrofit to include age-friendly
improvements, including sidewalks, ramps, and other features.

Staff

Explore the creation of a community time bank that could serve the transportation needs of the
aging population.

Staff

Objective 3.9: Expand the township’s economy and tax base by supporting local businesses, encouraging
entrepreneurship, and attracting new businesses.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Other Action Items*
Work with property owners to provide information on available properties on the township’s
website.

Staff

Create marketing materials to attract new businesses to the township.

Staff

Assess and refine the development review process as needed to ensure the process is efficient and
effective.

Staff/PC

*Note that additional action items relating to this objective are found within other objectives.
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Goal 4: Provide Public Utilities, Facilities, and Services
Objective 4.1: Provide parks and recreation facilities that meet the needs and desires of residents of all ages in an
efficient and effective manner throughout the township

Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Other Action Items
Create a township recreation plan and update the plan every five years, consistent with the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources standards.

Staff/TB

Explore development of combined or adjoining school, park, and recreational facilities to ensure
maximum and efficient use and to reduce land costs.

Staff/TB

Identify and pursue potential park and recreation funding sources such as private foundations and
other local, state and federal programs.

Staff/TB

Continue to work with the Clinton County, the City of DeWitt and other adjacent communities and
school districts to ensure a coordinated approach to providing facilities with organized recreational
activities.

Staff/TB

Continue to provide recreation programs that meet the needs of the community through the
DeWitt Area Recreation Authority (DARA).

Staff/TB

Develop and implement an approach to monitor citizen needs and concerns.

Staff/TB

Ensure that parks and recreation facilities are accessible for residents of all ages and abilities by
conducting an accessibility audit and incorporating needed upgrades into future recreation plans.

Staff/TB

PC: Planning Commission
TB: Township Board
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Objective 4.2: Provide a street network that encourages and supports development in the township, while
providing for the safe and efficient movement of people and goods.
Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Assess and update zoning and subdivision standards as needed to officially recognize the hierarchy
of the road network by taking into consideration the traffic volume, noise, speed and clear vision
requirements of each roadway class. Consider larger minimum lot frontages and building setbacks
along major streets as compared to those along local platted streets.

PC

Other Action Items
Implement the action program of the township’s non-motorized transportation plan.

TB

Routinely meet with state and county agencies to review township priorities and developments,
pursuant to the following township needs:
i.

Ensure arterial roads are built and expanded concurrently with the needs of land development
in the area.

ii.

Direct the majority of road improvements to areas of the Township where it is most practical
for growth to occur, or where road improvement spending will provide the greatest return in
improving traffic safety and reducing traffic congestion.

iii. Direct the remaining road improvements toward areas where traffic volumes will increase
because of new development both within and outside the township.
iv. Maintain rural gravel roads at current capacity standards.
v.

Assess the traffic impacts of all proposed developments, including the logical future street
locations which development may obstruct.

vi. Ensure the capacity and function of existing roads and minimize conflicts between through
traffic and local traffic by regulating land uses, building setbacks, driveway openings, and
where appropriate, encouraging the development of front or rear access service drives.

TB

vii. Coordinate the road system with those of adjacent communities to ensure an economical and
functional system.
viii. Continue to require each new development to connect its roads with abutting development
and to use stub streets as the planned connection points.
ix. Plan for transit stops in appropriate locations along Old US-27 in cooperation with a future
transit provider.
x.

Develop a subarea plan or plans for access management for the Old US-27 corridor north of
Webb Road to the northern township boundary and south of Solon Road to the southern
township boundary.
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Objective 4.3: Ensure that all new development is adequately supported by utilities and public services.

Action Items

Lead

Priority/
Timeframe

Zoning Action Items
Amend subdivision and zoning standards to clearly state that all users are responsible for the costs
of extending public sewer and water to their property as a prerequisite to development, except for
those portions of such costs that can be reasonably assigned to the public or other abutting
property owners as determined by the township.

PC

Other Action Items
Require applicants to submit information about utilities, sewer and water systems, drainage,
roads, fire and police protection, and other township services to demonstrate that they are
adequate to serve the proposed project and future development in nearby areas.

TB

Prohibit private sewage treatment systems beyond those necessary to serve an individual home.

TB

Continue utility payback procedures as an option for a developer to get paid back for the portion of
a sewer or water line extension that also benefits other property owners.

TB

PC: Planning Commission
TB: Township Board
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Conclusion
Next Steps
The Comprehensive Development Plan is a living document. Following the
adoption of this CDP, the Planning Commission should review the Implementation
chapter and establish guiding priorities and timeframes for actions. Each year, the
Planning Commission’s annual report should include targeted actions for the
following year, which can be sent to the Township Board if additional resources
are required.

options

Of particular interest to the township will be the pursuit of the AARP “Age-Friendly
Communities” designation, which was raised during this CDP Update process. This
effort will require additional resources, particularly to manage the extensive
public input and engagement required for this program. However, there seems to
be support for becoming involved with this program.

Beyond 2018
Trends to Watch
This Comprehensive Development Plan touched on several local, regional, and
national trends, including the aging population, sustainable development, and
creating a more walkable community. Technology will play an increasingly larger
role in our daily lives and will not only change the way we live, work, and play—
but will also influence our land use, transportation, housing, and recreation as
well. Over the years ahead, the township should be aware of trends and new
technologies related to some of the following topics:
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Transportation Innovation. Traffic congestion, environmental impacts, high
vehicle costs, and limited mobility are just some of the factors influencing demand
for transportation choices that go beyond the personal vehicle. From low-tech
bicycle sharing programs to high-tech autonomous vehicles, the way we travel
from place to place is likely going to change significantly for most of us in the next
five to ten years. The township is currently addressing transportation by updating
its Non-Motorized Transportation Plan. Action strategies included in this plan call
for an assessment of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure electric vehicles are
accommodated. Future planning studies will likely consider the impact of
autonomous vehicles, ridesharing, and car sharing on the personal mobility of
township residents as well as on parking standards, road infrastructure, and traffic
congestion.
Sustainability. The township has been exploring concepts for sustainability for a
number of years. Objectives and action strategies geared toward natural resource
protection and hazard mitigation are included in this CDP. Improved technologies
may make alternative energy systems, including solar power, wind energy,
geothermal power, biofuels, and energy from other sources (evaporation,
desalination, etc.) more accessible and productive for residents and businesses. In
the future, the township may wish to consider planning for large-scale alternative
energy systems as well as accommodating small personal systems.
Other sustainable trends to watch for in the future include adapting to new
techniques for waste management/recycling, recycling water/using gray water,
and the transition to LED Lighting/ultra-efficient fluorescents.
Community Health. Land use decisions impact community health in a number of
ways. The location of housing and neighborhoods far from goods, services, parks,
schools, and other civic uses means people have to drive a vehicle to satisfy their
daily needs. This CDP identifies several places in the township where residents
could have options for their personal mobility; walking and biking then become
options that allow people to be physically active as part of their daily routines.
These concentrated areas of development also afford older residents a measure of
independence, should their mobility become limited.
With the importance of agriculture in the township, access to fresh, healthy food
should be easy. Ensuring the continuation of productive agriculture and
accommodating community supported agriculture (CSAs), aquaculture,
hydroponics, urban farming, agritourism, etc. will result in abundant healthy food
choices in the years to come.
DEWITT TOWNSHIP COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN - 2018
83

Workplaces. Technology is greatly changing the way people work across almost
every industry. Today’s offices are often accommodating more employees per
square foot of space as people work more collaboratively and in open spaces.
Technology makes it easier for employers to offer opportunities to telecommute
from home or other remote locations. Co-working spaces are becoming more
common, allowing small businesses, home-based businesses, and start-up
businesses opportunities to share office amenities such as copiers, printers,
teleconferencing equipment, and conference rooms. The availability of wireless
facilities, such as broadband, will have an impact on the location of offices and
other technology-dependent businesses.
Industrial and manufacturing jobs also are being transformed by technology as
automation continues to grow and expand. Fewer, but more highly-educated
employees are often needed for these industries. Automation will likely influence
the nature of jobs in other, non-manufacturing business as well over the next
several years.
Sharing Economy. From lodging to tool rentals to ride services, the sharing
economy is turning the idea of asset ownership upside down. Other related
transformations include crowdfunding and crowdsourcing, where people have a
direct impact on raising money for charity and business ventures. In addition,
technology is helping freelancers and people in the “gig economy” find work and
be more self-sufficient, while also allowing people to collaborate in new ways.
These variations on the sharing economy have expanded exponentially over the
past few years and will likely continue growing and changing the way the economy
functions and transactions take place.
Housing. While many people continue to demand single-family detached homes,
new ideas on housing and homeownership are appealing to a wide variety of
people. From tiny homes to accessory dwellings (backyard cottages/granny flats),
smaller housing units offer increased affordability and lower maintenance for
students, empty nesters, and those who desire the freedom to travel or spend
their resources in other ways. As the Baby Boomers continue to age, they, too, are
changing where and how they live. Over the past several years, there has been an
increase in the number of senior housing projects in almost every community;
however, at a point in the future, demand for such housing will wane and
communities will need to consider how to adapt and/or reuse much of this
housing.
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Five Year Review
The Michigan Planning Enabling Act requires a community to review its Master
Plan every five years. The results of the review determine whether the master
plan is still relevant or should be updated, or whether a new master plan should
be prepared for adoption. However, there is not a requirement to wait five years;
the following items may be considered at any time.
The topics and questions below are intended to assist a planning commission with
determining whether a master plan update or new master plan is necessary.
Evaluation of the Goals and Objectives
 To what degree have the Goals and Objectives been met since the plan was
adopted?
 Which Goals and Objectives have been achieved?
 Are there any Goals and Objectives that are no longer relevant or that require
modification to meet changing or new conditions in the community?
Data
 Is the base data current? Does it correlate with the objectives of the plan?
 Are there trends in demographic and/or economic data that suggest
refinements to the plan may be needed?
 Consider the data in the Existing Conditions section (e.g., population, housing,
employment, existing land use, transportation system). Have there been any
economic or development impacts to the community that would affect the
data? For example, have the sewers been expanded? Was a PUD or
apartment complex constructed within the community? Did a major business/
employer move into or out of the community?
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Public Opinion / Political Climate
 Have there been any changes in public opinion or political philosophy that
differ from key values, goals, principles or policies of the plan? For example,
is the preservation of open space or the provision of alternative modes of
transportation of greater priority now than five years ago?
Rezonings and Capital Improvements
 Have there been a number of rezoning or capital improvement decisions that
were inconsistent with the plan, or which require reconsideration of future
land uses in a particular area?
 Are the zoning districts generally consistent with the direction outlined in the
future land use plan (for this point in time), and is the timing of capital
improvements discussed in the plan in sync with development trends?
Unforeseen Changes
 Have there been significant changes or proposed changes in the community
that were not anticipated in the current plan?
Regional Changes
 Have there been any developments of greater-than-local concern in the
community or in nearby communities that affect underlying principles,
policies or land uses in particular areas?
Local Areas of Concern
 Are there corridors or special areas that have changed or are anticipated to
change that require a market study, or a sub-area or corridor plan?
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Capital Region International Airport 2006 Master Plan
Public Input Survey Responses

(Resident & Business Surveys)

Plan Addenda (notices, resolutions, etc.)
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2006 Capital Region Airport Master Plan Update
In 2006, the Capital Region Airport Authority (CRAA) created a strategic vision
for future development and needs of the airport. These needs are identified
based on a forecast of aviation activity at the airport over a 20-year period, and
include development scenarios and preferred alternatives considering potential
environmental impacts. The airport’s Strategic Plan identifies four goals:
•

Retain and expand scheduled passenger air service

•

Increase charter passenger services and activities

•

Increase the number of based corporate and general aviation aircraft and
related activity

•

Increase the amount of cargo tonnage processed.

Other specific issues addressed in the plan include runway length and
configuration, terminal requirements, access to the airport, and identification of
funding sources and needs in order to implement the plan.
As of 2006, the airport was ranked fourth in the state in terms of annual
passengers. The airport is approximately 2,000 acres and contains three
runways: two parallel, generally oriented east to west, and one crosswind,
oriented northeast to southwest. The existing passenger terminal building was
built in 1959 and has been expanded several times to provide a total of 164,995
square feet of space.
Access to the airport from DeWitt Township is provided from I-69 to the north
via Airport Road and DeWitt Road, with DeWitt Road and State Road considered
primary access routes for the proposed East Terminal. Airport Road is
considered a primary access route for the current central terminal location but is
not anticipated to be a primary access route for the proposed East Terminal
given its location to the west of the proposed terminal.

Planning and Zoning: Airports
Prior to 2006, the state of Michigan
had several zoning acts based on the
type of municipality. These included
Act 183 of 1943 (County Zoning Act),
Act 207 of 1921 (City/Village Zoning),
and Act 184 of 1943 (Township Zoning
Act). The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act,
Act 110 of 2006, repealed the other
State of Michigan zoning acts and
consolidated them into one guiding
standard for zoning across the state.
One element that was retained
through the years pertains to airport
approach plans. PA 110 requires that
local zoning officials incorporate an
Airport Approach Plan (AAP) at the
time of the next master plan/ordinance
update. The Zoning Enabling Act does
not require that non-conforming
sections of the ordinance be modified
to be consistent with the AAP; however
it does require that “the zoning
ordinance amendment adopted or
variance granted after March 28, 2001
shall not increase any inconsistency
that may exist between the zoning
ordinance or structures or uses and any
airport zoning regulations, airport
layout plan, or airport approach plan.”
The purpose of this provision is to
ensure that airports have sufficient
airspace protection according to local
needs and conditions.
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The 20-year forecast for the airport shows a 3.4% average annual passenger
growth rate with more regional aircrafts anticipated. As shown in the
Preferred Development Alternative exhibit (see next page), a substantial
expansion of the airport is planned to the north. These improvements
include extending the existing 10R-28L east to west runway to 8,500 feet in
length, extending and upgrading Runway 6-24 to the northeast, providing
designated areas for cargo facility expansion, and the ultimate construction
of a new air carrier Runway 10L-28R on the north portion of the airport,
allowing independent parallel runway operations. Lastly, the long-term
development of a new passenger terminal complex in the area of DeWitt
Road and State Road will redefine the primary passenger access routes to the
airport utilizing I-69 via DeWitt Road and an upgraded State Road. Access
routes for general aviation and cargo facilities will also be redefined via I-69
and Airport Road.
However, it should be noted that discussions on significant changes to the
layout have occurred since Plan adoption in 2006, including the likelihood of
updating the existing terminal location instead of constructing a replacement
terminal to the northeast, which would lessen the need for improvements to
the primary access route along State Road for a relocated terminal.
The complete 2006 CRAA Master Plan can be found on the airport’s website:
http://www.flylansing.com/sites/default/files/masterplan.pdf
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2006 Capital Region Airport Authority Master Plan Update—Map Excerpt
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DeWitt Township Comprehensive Plan Public Input Survey

Q1 In general, which of the following best describes what you’d like to
see happen in the Township over the next 10 to 20 years?
Answered: 174

Skipped: 1

I'd like to
see a balanc...

I'd like to
see more...

I’d like
things to st...

I'd like to
see less...

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

I'd like to see a balance of rural residential and agricultural preservation with some new development, in keeping with the
rural and agricultural character of DeWitt

63.79%

111

I'd like to see more development in DeWitt Township

23.56%

41

I’d like things to stay the way they are, with little or no new development

7.47%

13

I'd like to see less development in DeWitt Township

5.17%

9

TOTAL

174
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Q2 Which of the following approaches would have a positive impact on
the Township’s future growth and development? Check all that apply.
Answered: 174

Skipped: 1

Preserve and
protect...

Ensure that
future...

Closer
collaboratio...

Expand parks
and recreati...

Promote
internet...

Conduct an
engineering...
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70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Preserve and protect sensitive natural areas to improve quality of life in the Township

64.37%

112

Ensure that future non-residential development is heavily screened from residential areas with landscaping and respects
natural features

55.75%

97

Closer collaboration with neighboring communities in addressing issues generated by development, such as traffic or
wireless internet access

54.60%

95

Expand parks and recreation facilities and programs

52.87%

92

Promote internet connectivity throughout entire community

44.25%

77

Conduct an engineering feasibility study to determine if municipal water and sanitary sewer could be provided to areas of the
Township

27.59%

48

Total Respondents: 174
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Q3 What three words would you use to describe why you value DeWitt
Township?
Answered: 150

Skipped: 25

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

1.

100.00%

150

2.

98.00%

147

3.

89.33%

134

#

1.

DATE

1

progressive

11/21/2017 9:22 PM

2

Schools

11/20/2017 9:19 AM

3

Location

11/18/2017 4:49 PM

4

Mega Mall

11/18/2017 10:50 AM

5

Location

11/16/2017 12:21 PM

6

Location

11/16/2017 11:29 AM

7

location

11/13/2017 4:05 PM

8

Location

11/13/2017 6:57 AM

9

proximity

11/9/2017 5:31 PM

10

Location to Grand Rapids / Detroit / Up North

11/9/2017 10:21 AM

11

Proximity

11/7/2017 9:08 PM

12

taxes

11/7/2017 12:38 PM

13

rural

11/7/2017 12:04 PM

14

Friendly

11/7/2017 5:24 AM

15

family

11/6/2017 7:34 PM

16

Agrarian

11/5/2017 8:30 PM

17

Quiet

11/5/2017 7:12 PM

18

Quiet

11/5/2017 4:02 PM

19

Friendly

11/4/2017 12:04 PM

20

supportive

11/3/2017 7:05 PM

21

location

11/3/2017 5:55 PM

22

community

10/16/2017 3:08 PM

23

Safe

10/15/2017 4:47 PM

24

Well run

10/14/2017 4:24 PM

25

Community

10/14/2017 1:28 PM

26

Friendly

10/14/2017 8:27 AM

27

Friendless

10/13/2017 8:46 PM

28

Quiet

10/12/2017 5:54 PM

29

Low crime rate

10/12/2017 2:32 PM
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30

Rural

10/12/2017 2:26 PM

31

Beautiful

10/11/2017 9:47 PM

32

Community

10/11/2017 7:46 PM

33

Home town feel

10/11/2017 4:22 PM

34

rural

10/11/2017 9:20 AM

35

values

10/11/2017 9:07 AM

36

uncultivated

10/11/2017 6:50 AM

37

Safety

10/10/2017 6:44 PM

38

rural

10/10/2017 5:59 PM

39

community

10/10/2017 3:25 PM

40

Friendly

10/10/2017 3:16 PM

41

pathways

10/10/2017 2:05 PM

42

Bedroom Community

10/10/2017 10:16 AM

43

Clean

10/10/2017 7:10 AM

44

Friendly

10/10/2017 12:36 AM

45

Schools

10/9/2017 10:28 PM

46

Neighbors

10/9/2017 6:03 PM

47

Good schools

10/9/2017 2:19 PM

48

well-organized

10/9/2017 1:55 PM

49

Quiet community

10/9/2017 1:40 PM

50

Convenience

10/9/2017 12:58 PM

51

Clean

10/9/2017 9:29 AM

52

Clean

10/8/2017 10:05 PM

53

Friendliness

10/8/2017 9:59 PM

54

Friendly

10/8/2017 8:12 PM

55

Community

10/8/2017 1:04 PM

56

Friendly

10/8/2017 12:47 PM

57

I

10/8/2017 9:36 AM

58

safe

10/8/2017 8:33 AM

59

Rural

10/8/2017 8:16 AM

60

Home

10/8/2017 7:45 AM

61

Rural

10/8/2017 7:44 AM

62

Safe

10/8/2017 5:40 AM

63

Mobility

10/8/2017 12:18 AM

64

Friendly Community

10/7/2017 10:02 PM

65

They

10/7/2017 9:11 PM

66

Schools

10/7/2017 8:39 PM

67

Close to Lansing

10/7/2017 8:06 PM

68

Low taxes

10/7/2017 6:31 PM

69

Safe

10/7/2017 11:16 AM

70

Proximity

10/7/2017 10:24 AM
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71

Proximity

10/7/2017 9:18 AM

72

Small town culture and values

10/7/2017 2:26 AM

73

Walkable

10/6/2017 9:29 PM

74

Green space

10/6/2017 8:08 PM

75

a quiet, friendly community

10/6/2017 5:40 PM

76

Safe

10/6/2017 4:22 PM

77

Taxes

10/6/2017 11:32 AM

78

schools

10/6/2017 10:44 AM

79

Community

10/6/2017 7:36 AM

80

Walkable

10/6/2017 5:27 AM

81

Quiet

10/5/2017 8:58 PM

82

Small town

10/5/2017 8:28 PM

83

Safe

10/5/2017 7:07 PM

84

Schools

10/5/2017 3:39 PM

85

spacious

10/5/2017 2:32 PM

86

Small Town

10/5/2017 1:55 PM

87

Safe

10/5/2017 11:42 AM

88

Friendliness

10/5/2017 11:19 AM

89

Community

10/5/2017 10:19 AM

90

suburban rural feel

10/5/2017 10:04 AM

91

Location

10/5/2017 7:41 AM

92

Convenient

10/5/2017 7:36 AM

93

Schools

10/5/2017 7:30 AM

94

Community

10/5/2017 6:40 AM

95

Rural

10/5/2017 6:14 AM

96

Quite

10/5/2017 5:27 AM

97

Safe

10/4/2017 11:16 PM

98

Community

10/4/2017 10:27 PM

99

Area

10/4/2017 10:02 PM

100

rural

10/4/2017 9:06 PM

101

Beautiful

10/4/2017 8:49 PM

102

safe

10/4/2017 8:46 PM

103

Inviting

10/4/2017 8:44 PM

104

safe

10/4/2017 8:44 PM

105

Quiet

10/4/2017 8:38 PM

106

Safe

10/4/2017 8:29 PM

107

Friendly

10/4/2017 7:28 PM

108

Quiet

10/4/2017 7:21 PM

109

Good location

10/4/2017 7:00 PM

110

Laid back

10/4/2017 6:51 PM

111

Clean

10/4/2017 6:49 PM
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112

Home

10/4/2017 6:14 PM

113

Safe

10/4/2017 5:42 PM

114

friendly

10/4/2017 5:29 PM

115

Residential

10/4/2017 5:02 PM

116

home

10/4/2017 4:50 PM

117

DeWitt School District

10/4/2017 4:47 PM

118

Schools

10/4/2017 4:47 PM

119

Schools

10/4/2017 4:42 PM

120

semi-rural

10/4/2017 4:29 PM

121

Schools

10/4/2017 4:25 PM

122

Good Leadership

10/4/2017 4:10 PM

123

Friendly

10/4/2017 4:09 PM

124

Friendly

10/4/2017 3:59 PM

125

fair taxes

10/4/2017 3:58 PM

126

Community

10/4/2017 3:36 PM

127

Safe

10/4/2017 3:24 PM

128

safe

10/4/2017 3:22 PM

129

Location

10/4/2017 3:12 PM

130

Community

10/4/2017 3:08 PM

131

Small town atmosphere

10/4/2017 3:00 PM

132

Location

10/4/2017 2:59 PM

133

small

10/4/2017 2:49 PM

134

Community

10/4/2017 2:46 PM

135

Convenient

10/4/2017 2:45 PM

136

FRIENDLY

10/4/2017 2:16 PM

137

Small

10/4/2017 12:34 PM

138

loyalty

10/4/2017 11:43 AM

139

Community

10/4/2017 11:37 AM

140

Quiet

10/4/2017 10:22 AM

141

Rural feel

10/4/2017 10:19 AM

142

Keep

10/4/2017 10:13 AM

143

community

10/4/2017 10:11 AM

144

small community

10/4/2017 9:37 AM

145

Friendly

10/4/2017 9:31 AM

146

small

10/4/2017 9:17 AM

147

Community

10/4/2017 8:55 AM

148

schools

10/4/2017 8:26 AM

149

Wonderful parks and rec

10/4/2017 8:23 AM

150

Safe

10/4/2017 8:15 AM

#

2.

DATE

1

citizen-concerned

11/21/2017 9:22 PM
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2

Public Safety

11/20/2017 9:19 AM

3

Feel Safe

11/18/2017 4:49 PM

4

Outlet Mall

11/18/2017 10:50 AM

5

Quiet, like Mayberry RFD or Pleasantville (the movie)

11/16/2017 12:21 PM

6

High Taxes/ NO Services or Programs

11/16/2017 11:29 AM

7

Meijer

11/13/2017 4:05 PM

8

Location

11/13/2017 6:57 AM

9

population

11/9/2017 5:31 PM

10

Hodge Podge development

11/9/2017 10:21 AM

11

Quaint

11/7/2017 9:08 PM

12

schools

11/7/2017 12:38 PM

13

quiet

11/7/2017 12:04 PM

14

Walkable

11/7/2017 5:24 AM

15

community

11/6/2017 7:34 PM

16

Location

11/5/2017 8:30 PM

17

Safe

11/5/2017 7:12 PM

18

Stable

11/5/2017 4:02 PM

19

Safe

11/4/2017 12:04 PM

20

low crime

11/3/2017 7:05 PM

21

home values

11/3/2017 5:55 PM

22

accessibility

10/16/2017 3:08 PM

23

Suburban to Rural environment

10/15/2017 4:47 PM

24

Thoughtful decisions

10/14/2017 4:24 PM

25

Peaceful

10/14/2017 1:28 PM

26

Relaxed

10/14/2017 8:27 AM

27

Calm

10/13/2017 8:46 PM

28

Neighborly

10/12/2017 5:54 PM

29

Affordable

10/12/2017 2:32 PM

30

Safety

10/12/2017 2:26 PM

31

Unified

10/11/2017 9:47 PM

32

Schools

10/11/2017 7:46 PM

33

Emerging downtown local scene

10/11/2017 4:22 PM

34

quiet

10/11/2017 9:20 AM

35

schools

10/11/2017 9:07 AM

36

privileged

10/11/2017 6:50 AM

37

Schools

10/10/2017 6:44 PM

38

quiet

10/10/2017 5:59 PM

39

outdoors

10/10/2017 3:25 PM

40

Affordable

10/10/2017 3:16 PM

41

green spaces

10/10/2017 2:05 PM

42

DeWitt Schools

10/10/2017 10:16 AM
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43

Safe

10/10/2017 7:10 AM

44

Farmers

10/10/2017 12:36 AM

45

Small town feel

10/9/2017 10:28 PM

46

Safety

10/9/2017 6:03 PM

47

Supportive

10/9/2017 2:19 PM

48

helpful

10/9/2017 1:55 PM

49

Good place to have a family

10/9/2017 1:40 PM

50

Suburbs

10/9/2017 12:58 PM

51

Progressive

10/9/2017 9:29 AM

52

Safe

10/8/2017 10:05 PM

53

Value the environment

10/8/2017 9:59 PM

54

Safe

10/8/2017 8:12 PM

55

Active

10/8/2017 1:04 PM

56

Home

10/8/2017 12:47 PM

57

Do

10/8/2017 9:36 AM

58

still relatively small, not a lot of development

10/8/2017 8:33 AM

59

Small

10/8/2017 8:16 AM

60

Quaint

10/8/2017 7:45 AM

61

Community

10/8/2017 7:44 AM

62

Families

10/8/2017 5:40 AM

63

Safety

10/8/2017 12:18 AM

64

Good access

10/7/2017 10:02 PM

65

Are

10/7/2017 9:11 PM

66

Public safety

10/7/2017 8:39 PM

67

DeWitt schools

10/7/2017 8:06 PM

68

Close to Meijer

10/7/2017 6:31 PM

69

Friendly residents

10/7/2017 11:16 AM

70

Quaint

10/7/2017 10:24 AM

71

Neighborhood

10/7/2017 9:18 AM

72

Safe for my family

10/7/2017 2:26 AM

73

Safe walking paths

10/6/2017 8:08 PM

74

excellent roads and traffic control

10/6/2017 5:40 PM

75

Trees

10/6/2017 11:32 AM

76

taxes

10/6/2017 10:44 AM

77

Isolated

10/6/2017 7:36 AM

78

Bikeable

10/6/2017 5:27 AM

79

Community

10/5/2017 8:58 PM

80

Remote

10/5/2017 8:28 PM

81

Affordable

10/5/2017 7:07 PM

82

Location

10/5/2017 3:39 PM

83

smalltown

10/5/2017 2:32 PM
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84

Clean

10/5/2017 1:55 PM

85

Rural

10/5/2017 11:42 AM

86

Safe

10/5/2017 11:19 AM

87

Friendly

10/5/2017 10:19 AM

88

Schools

10/5/2017 7:41 AM

89

Growing

10/5/2017 7:36 AM

90

Safe

10/5/2017 7:30 AM

91

Safety

10/5/2017 6:40 AM

92

Safe

10/5/2017 6:14 AM

93

Peaceful

10/5/2017 5:27 AM

94

Opportunity For Growth

10/4/2017 11:16 PM

95

Education

10/4/2017 10:27 PM

96

Neighborhood

10/4/2017 10:02 PM

97

suburban

10/4/2017 9:06 PM

98

Friendly

10/4/2017 8:49 PM

99

comfortable

10/4/2017 8:46 PM

100

Comfortable

10/4/2017 8:44 PM

101

quiet

10/4/2017 8:44 PM

102

Safe

10/4/2017 8:38 PM

103

Forward thinking

10/4/2017 8:29 PM

104

Quiet

10/4/2017 7:28 PM

105

Value

10/4/2017 7:21 PM

106

Great schools

10/4/2017 7:00 PM

107

Quiet

10/4/2017 6:51 PM

108

Responsible

10/4/2017 6:49 PM

109

Safe

10/4/2017 6:14 PM

110

Location

10/4/2017 5:42 PM

111

small

10/4/2017 5:29 PM

112

Progressive

10/4/2017 5:02 PM

113

quiet

10/4/2017 4:50 PM

114

Reasonable planning for growth and growth control

10/4/2017 4:47 PM

115

Neighborhoods

10/4/2017 4:47 PM

116

Neighborhoods

10/4/2017 4:42 PM

117

friendly

10/4/2017 4:29 PM

118

Community

10/4/2017 4:25 PM

119

Keeping Taxes Lower

10/4/2017 4:10 PM

120

Clean

10/4/2017 4:09 PM

121

Safe

10/4/2017 3:59 PM

122

good police and fire protection

10/4/2017 3:58 PM

123

Value

10/4/2017 3:36 PM

124

Clean

10/4/2017 3:24 PM
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125

community

10/4/2017 3:22 PM

126

Size

10/4/2017 3:12 PM

127

Safety

10/4/2017 3:08 PM

128

Bike trails

10/4/2017 3:00 PM

129

Proximity to shopping and services

10/4/2017 2:59 PM

130

friendly

10/4/2017 2:49 PM

131

Charitable

10/4/2017 2:46 PM

132

Safe

10/4/2017 2:45 PM

133

CLOSE

10/4/2017 2:16 PM

134

Quiet

10/4/2017 12:34 PM

135

support

10/4/2017 11:43 AM

136

Location

10/4/2017 11:37 AM

137

Family Friendly

10/4/2017 10:22 AM

138

Safe

10/4/2017 10:19 AM

139

It

10/4/2017 10:13 AM

140

parks

10/4/2017 10:11 AM

141

quality schools

10/4/2017 9:37 AM

142

Clean

10/4/2017 9:31 AM

143

affordable

10/4/2017 9:17 AM

144

Nature

10/4/2017 8:55 AM

145

rural

10/4/2017 8:26 AM

146

Growing diversity in political affiliation

10/4/2017 8:23 AM

147

Friendly

10/4/2017 8:15 AM

#

3.

DATE

1

agicultural/rural

11/21/2017 9:22 PM

2

Community

11/20/2017 9:19 AM

3

Nothing going on

11/18/2017 4:49 PM

4

Schools

11/18/2017 10:50 AM

5

20 years behind the times, we did just get sidewalks!

11/16/2017 12:21 PM

6

Schools

11/16/2017 11:29 AM

7

schools

11/13/2017 4:05 PM

8

LOCATION

11/13/2017 6:57 AM

9

balance

11/9/2017 5:31 PM

10

Lack of Commercial Development

11/9/2017 10:21 AM

11

community

11/7/2017 12:38 PM

12

rural rural rural

11/7/2017 12:04 PM

13

Good Place to raise a family

11/7/2017 5:24 AM

14

faith

11/6/2017 7:34 PM

15

Safe

11/5/2017 8:30 PM

16

Farms

11/5/2017 7:12 PM

17

Walkable

11/5/2017 4:02 PM
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18

Location

11/4/2017 12:04 PM

19

education system

11/3/2017 7:05 PM

20

nature

10/16/2017 3:08 PM

21

Closeto work

10/15/2017 4:47 PM

22

Great planning

10/14/2017 4:24 PM

23

Enjoyable

10/14/2017 1:28 PM

24

Pleasant

10/14/2017 8:27 AM

25

Quiet

10/13/2017 8:46 PM

26

Clean

10/12/2017 5:54 PM

27

Caring community

10/12/2017 2:32 PM

28

Friendly

10/12/2017 2:26 PM

29

Friendly

10/11/2017 9:47 PM

30

Charming

10/11/2017 7:46 PM

31

Good schools

10/11/2017 4:22 PM

32

upscale

10/11/2017 9:20 AM

33

friendly

10/11/2017 9:07 AM

34

desirable

10/11/2017 6:50 AM

35

Community

10/10/2017 6:44 PM

36

country

10/10/2017 5:59 PM

37

small-town

10/10/2017 3:25 PM

38

Split location

10/10/2017 3:16 PM

39

bike lane

10/10/2017 2:05 PM

40

Balanced growth

10/10/2017 10:16 AM

41

Family

10/10/2017 7:10 AM

42

Community

10/10/2017 12:36 AM

43

Convenience of services

10/9/2017 10:28 PM

44

Small town

10/9/2017 6:03 PM

45

Inexpensive

10/9/2017 1:55 PM

46

Good mix of business

10/9/2017 1:40 PM

47

Perfect

10/9/2017 12:58 PM

48

Innovative

10/9/2017 9:29 AM

49

Rural and residential areas

10/8/2017 10:05 PM

50

Quaint

10/8/2017 9:59 PM

51

Accessibe

10/8/2017 8:12 PM

52

Accessible

10/8/2017 1:04 PM

53

Country

10/8/2017 12:47 PM

54

Not

10/8/2017 9:36 AM

55

eassy highway access

10/8/2017 8:33 AM

56

Progressive

10/8/2017 7:45 AM

57

Friendly

10/8/2017 7:44 AM

58

Friendly

10/8/2017 5:40 AM
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59

Activity

10/8/2017 12:18 AM

60

Quality

10/7/2017 10:02 PM

61

Avrage

10/7/2017 9:11 PM

62

Community

10/7/2017 8:39 PM

63

Potential for more restaurants/stores

10/7/2017 6:31 PM

64

Affordable

10/7/2017 11:16 AM

65

Friendly

10/7/2017 10:24 AM

66

Home

10/7/2017 9:18 AM

67

Natural areas

10/7/2017 2:26 AM

68

Clean

10/6/2017 8:08 PM

69

accessible fire and police departments

10/6/2017 5:40 PM

70

Rural

10/6/2017 11:32 AM

71

rural atmosphere

10/6/2017 10:44 AM

72

Growing

10/6/2017 7:36 AM

73

Thriving

10/6/2017 5:27 AM

74

Active

10/5/2017 8:58 PM

75

Community

10/5/2017 7:07 PM

76

unique

10/5/2017 2:32 PM

77

Safe

10/5/2017 1:55 PM

78

Convenient

10/5/2017 11:42 AM

79

Home

10/5/2017 7:41 AM

80

Friendly

10/5/2017 7:36 AM

81

Peaceful

10/5/2017 7:30 AM

82

DeWitt Schools

10/5/2017 6:40 AM

83

Low crime

10/5/2017 5:27 AM

84

Great People

10/4/2017 11:16 PM

85

Growth

10/4/2017 10:27 PM

86

home

10/4/2017 10:02 PM

87

governance

10/4/2017 9:06 PM

88

Small

10/4/2017 8:49 PM

89

convenient

10/4/2017 8:46 PM

90

Safe

10/4/2017 8:44 PM

91

friendly

10/4/2017 8:44 PM

92

Quiet

10/4/2017 8:29 PM

93

Reasonable taxes

10/4/2017 7:28 PM

94

Safety

10/4/2017 7:21 PM

95

Accessibility to multiple nearby towns

10/4/2017 7:00 PM

96

Businesses kept separate from the residential areas.

10/4/2017 6:51 PM

97

Respectable

10/4/2017 6:49 PM

98

Community

10/4/2017 5:42 PM

99

peaceful

10/4/2017 5:29 PM
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100

Community-spirited

10/4/2017 5:02 PM

101

rural

10/4/2017 4:50 PM

102

Trees, neighborhoods and public services

10/4/2017 4:47 PM

103

Development

10/4/2017 4:47 PM

104

Development

10/4/2017 4:42 PM

105

informal

10/4/2017 4:29 PM

106

Location

10/4/2017 4:25 PM

107

Community Input

10/4/2017 4:10 PM

108

Secure

10/4/2017 4:09 PM

109

Clean

10/4/2017 3:59 PM

110

lack of any scandals.

10/4/2017 3:58 PM

111

Attractive

10/4/2017 3:24 PM

112

friendly

10/4/2017 3:22 PM

113

Services

10/4/2017 3:12 PM

114

Mayberry-like

10/4/2017 3:08 PM

115

Close to everything

10/4/2017 3:00 PM

116

Rural character

10/4/2017 2:59 PM

117

safe

10/4/2017 2:49 PM

118

Well-established

10/4/2017 2:46 PM

119

Friendly

10/4/2017 2:45 PM

120

QUIET

10/4/2017 2:16 PM

121

Safe

10/4/2017 12:34 PM

122

community

10/4/2017 11:43 AM

123

Resources

10/4/2017 11:37 AM

124

Safe

10/4/2017 10:22 AM

125

Less headaches

10/4/2017 10:19 AM

126

Rural

10/4/2017 10:13 AM

127

people

10/4/2017 10:11 AM

128

safe environment

10/4/2017 9:37 AM

129

Parks

10/4/2017 9:31 AM

130

nature

10/4/2017 9:17 AM

131

Proximity (to Lansing)

10/4/2017 8:55 AM

132

peaceful

10/4/2017 8:26 AM

133

Careful development planning

10/4/2017 8:23 AM

134

Supportive

10/4/2017 8:15 AM
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Q4 Would you like to see an enhanced shopping district in DeWitt
Township?
Answered: 165

Skipped: 10

Yes

No

No Opinion
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30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

49.70%

82

No

35.76%

59

No Opinion

14.55%

24

TOTAL

165

#

COMMENT:

DATE

1

Could spoil our low-density character

11/21/2017 9:24 PM

2

Along the lines of Eastwood, Delta westside,

11/16/2017 12:27 PM

3

You should define what you mean by enhanced, we already have the Outlet Mall!

11/16/2017 11:33 AM

4

How about any shopping district? Outlet Mall? Mega Mall?

11/13/2017 7:02 AM

5

boutiques, not big box stores

11/9/2017 5:34 PM

6

Like Meridian, Delta, Delhi & Lansing Tsp. Basically all surrounding areas!

11/9/2017 10:24 AM

7

Why did Clark Corners fail? It shouldn't have. I wouldn't want a new district without analyzing that.

11/7/2017 12:41 PM

8

The empty outlets filled, not downtown

11/7/2017 5:26 AM

9

Not necessarily shopping but need more areas where businesses can build buildings. Minimal
commercial or business growth areas.

11/3/2017 7:07 PM

10

Maybe encourage the growth of the Dewitt downtown

10/15/2017 4:56 PM

11

Something closer to airport Rd - gas and grocery

10/13/2017 10:37 AM

12

Why? There’s shopping near w/o increasing our traffic

10/12/2017 5:57 PM

13

Yes From 69 to State rd on business 27

10/12/2017 2:30 PM

14

Prefer re-use of existing structures to avoid abandoned buildings and township blight

10/11/2017 6:54 AM

15

Upscale though, with a resodential feel like the new orthodontist and dentist offfices: unlike the
crossings.

10/10/2017 6:48 PM
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16

But absolutely not "strip mall" shopping. Look to places like "the Village" or "the Hill" on Kercheval
in Grosse Pointe City and Grosse Pointe Farms. Much like DeWitt, this is their town's one-street
hub/shopping district.

10/10/2017 3:29 PM

17

Not strip malls as much as stand alones

10/8/2017 10:01 PM

18

You’ve taken so much natural area away from the area. People complain constantly about wildlife
in their homes and yards, then that same wildlife is killed, trapped, destroyed, while your officials
come across as greedy! There is no small town charm left!!!

10/8/2017 9:41 AM

19

In downtown Dewitt.

10/8/2017 5:43 AM

20

The current Clark Corners

10/8/2017 12:21 AM

21

We need more shopping options. Tear down Clark Corners and rebuild functional stores,
Target/Bed Bath Beyond/Home Depot

10/7/2017 6:35 PM

22

I'd like to see Clark Corners revitalized, like Eastwood

10/7/2017 5:38 AM

23

Possinly, but within the existing footprints at Clark Corners or other underused spaces.

10/7/2017 2:27 AM

24

Build up current business areas, do not add additional spaces

10/6/2017 8:11 PM

25

Clark Corners?????

10/6/2017 10:49 AM

26

No, plenty of shopping 10 minutes away in all directions.

10/5/2017 8:30 PM

27

Airport Rd

10/5/2017 3:42 PM

28

I would like to see Clark Corners get redeveloped.

10/5/2017 11:25 AM

29

Maybe a Pizza Hut

10/5/2017 7:32 AM

30

Fine as it is Why was commercial allowed north of Airport? Expect many accidents in winter
because of road conditions - Airport Road is not a first priority

10/5/2017 5:24 AM

31

More restaurants, more stores

10/4/2017 7:01 PM

32

We don’t need to end up like Okemos with all kinds of traffic

10/4/2017 6:55 PM

33

Only if it’s at Clark Corners

10/4/2017 6:16 PM

34

I prefer non-chain stores and restaurants

10/4/2017 5:34 PM

35

I prefer we avoid "box stores" because they usually disrupt or destroy local services and
businesses. I think we might examine a business community "theme" that brings drawing power to
the community.

10/4/2017 4:57 PM

36

why??? let the town's and cities support that

10/4/2017 4:54 PM

37

Better designed and integrated? More stores?

10/4/2017 4:42 PM

38

More unique shops downtown or fill up Clark Corners

10/4/2017 4:27 PM

39

regenerate downtown, stop expanding outward

10/4/2017 2:53 PM

40

Possible improve Clark corners, but no new development.

10/4/2017 12:36 PM

41

Small Businesses, not big box stores

10/4/2017 10:23 AM

42

Unchecked commercial development flies in the face of my number 1 priority; small community.
We are minutes from large shopping districts, let's keep it that way.

10/4/2017 9:45 AM

43

I would rather see an investment in downtown DeWitt and in shopping areas within the township to
bring in more attractive options.

10/4/2017 9:35 AM

44

I'm on the fence on this, but if anywhere, I'd like to see Clark Corners filled in a little more.

10/4/2017 8:58 AM

45

We have East Town close enough.

10/4/2017 8:28 AM

15 / 30

A-18

DeWitt Township Comprehensive Plan Public Input Survey

Q5 Would you like to see more housing options in the Township?
Answered: 153

Skipped: 22

I do not want
to see more...

Yes, I would
like to see...

Yes, I would
like to see...

Yes, I would
like to see...
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80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

I do not want to see more housing options in DeWitt Township

38.56%

59

Yes, I would like to see more single-family homes

31.37%

48

Yes, I would like to see more options for young adults and retirees

30.07%

46

Yes, I would like to see options for accessory dwelling units connected to single-family homes (mother-in-law apartments,
etc.)

14.38%

22

Total Respondents: 153
#

COMMENT:

DATE

1

Too many apartments

11/18/2017 4:52 PM

2

Way to many apartments, town homes & trailer parks makes us the land of transients.

11/16/2017 12:27 PM

3

Taxes are to high, need to spread the wealth

11/16/2017 11:33 AM

4

To many apartments, trailer parks.

11/13/2017 7:02 AM

5

Single Family homes to share the EXCESSIVELY high tax burden

11/9/2017 10:24 AM

6

Fewer Apartments and Trailers

11/5/2017 8:37 PM

7

Single family homes help our tax base

11/3/2017 7:07 PM

8

There are already plenty of options in the Township- i would like to see better planning to keep
heavy traffic away from schools and residential areas. For example the Quarry should have been
away from the expressway and that area should have been offices or businesses that require truck
traffic so they stay out of the other areas.

10/15/2017 4:56 PM

9

Particularly nice condo development for seniors!

10/14/2017 4:28 PM

10

Homes that aren’t part of HOA neighborhood

10/12/2017 5:57 PM

11

No more section 8 housing and work on getting the motels on 27 shut down.

10/12/2017 3:25 PM
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12

I would like attention toward demographic trends, specifically 'aging' friendly

10/11/2017 6:54 AM

13

I would like a country club neighborhood community.

10/10/2017 6:48 PM

14

You can’t fill up what you have available now! At some point the area will be full - even if you were
to build on every single inch. So just stop and leave the natural areas alone!

10/8/2017 9:41 AM

15

Retiree residents

10/8/2017 5:43 AM

16

No opinion

10/7/2017 10:03 PM

17

Need condo choices

10/7/2017 8:40 PM

18

Undecided

10/7/2017 9:21 AM

19

I would like any delvelopment held to a reasonable, non-pole barn standard

10/6/2017 9:31 PM

20

No opinion

10/6/2017 8:11 PM

21

not so much young adults, they have several apartment buildings and subdivisions. How about a
senior complex of some sort?

10/6/2017 10:49 AM

22

Schools are full. Keep open land undeveloped. DeWitt will lose its charm if we keep building.

10/5/2017 8:30 PM

23

Condos $180-$250,000 range

10/5/2017 3:42 PM

24

I would like to see more house options for retirees and the elderly.

10/5/2017 11:25 AM

25

No more appt complexes list The Quarry - looks nice but getting too large

10/5/2017 5:24 AM

26

Don't Know

10/4/2017 8:26 PM

27

With an aging population, homes for retirees and mother-in-law apartments built onto existing
homes are important.

10/4/2017 5:45 PM

28

I think there is currently a nice mix.

10/4/2017 5:34 PM

29

A retirement community might be a wonderful addition to the community.

10/4/2017 4:57 PM

30

stand alone condos such as the Village of Hawthorne

10/4/2017 4:27 PM

31

Indifferent

10/4/2017 3:26 PM

32

indifferent, but make AFFORDABLE

10/4/2017 2:53 PM

33

Don't want to see sardine tight cookie cutter communities.

10/4/2017 10:20 AM

34

No preference

10/4/2017 8:58 AM

35

Expand school district

10/4/2017 8:49 AM

36

Growth is inevitable and desirable but we also need to ensure the schools can keep pace with the
influx of new students. The class sizes are already getting too large.

10/4/2017 8:26 AM

17 / 30

A-20

DeWitt Township Comprehensive Plan Public Input Survey

Q6 Over the next ten to twenty years, which of the following housing
options are likely to interest you?
Answered: 166

Skipped: 9

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Remaining in my current home with minimal modification

56.02%

93

Downsizing

25.90%

43

A condo complex with less maintenance

22.89%

38

Moving to a senior community

17.47%

29

Adding space to my home or moving to a larger one

14.46%

24

Moving to another community

13.86%

23

Other (please specify)

10.24%

17

Attached homes or homes on smaller lots in a walkable neighborhood

9.64%

16

Housing in close proximity to a commercial area

6.63%

11

Total Respondents: 166
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Anywhere but this area, has NOTHING to offer! I have to drive for entertainment / programs
anyway.

11/16/2017 12:27 PM

2

Gonna get outa township before the 425 agreement runs out!

11/16/2017 11:33 AM

3

There is NOTHING for the population to do in this area! You have created a true "bedroom
community". We sleep here, but all other activities take place outside of the zip code!!

11/13/2017 7:02 AM

4

Having more green space(undeveloped natural areas with minimal improvements)

10/15/2017 4:56 PM

5

Country-club living.

10/10/2017 6:48 PM

6

NOT SURE

10/10/2017 6:00 PM

7

Build house on land I own in DT

10/10/2017 7:13 AM

8

Remodeling my home to accommodate elderly and caregiver needs

10/9/2017 1:59 PM

9

Unknown - any of the above depends on health and finances

10/8/2017 9:41 AM

10

Apartment with no maintenance

10/8/2017 5:43 AM

11

Lowe tax area

10/7/2017 8:18 AM

12

N/A

10/6/2017 9:31 PM

13

Want to be in the country though

10/5/2017 7:32 AM

14

Move to a better school district

10/5/2017 5:28 AM

15

Free standing homes with condo conveniences.

10/4/2017 6:55 PM

16

I would like the option to add a mother-in-law apartment or something on to my house if my parents
need to move in.

10/4/2017 5:45 PM

17

Do not plan to move.

10/4/2017 10:15 AM
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Q7 Would you like to see development in the Township that offers more
jobs closer to home for residents?
Answered: 168

Skipped: 7

Yes

No

No Opinion
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

47.02%

79

No

29.17%

49

No Opinion

23.81%

40

TOTAL

168

#

COMMENT:

DATE

1

Little or no business or commercial development in this community

11/18/2017 4:52 PM

2

There is no business other than Car Wash, Body Shops & Fast Food

11/18/2017 10:52 AM

3

Other than local governments, what jobs are there? Commerce has located in Meridian, Delta,
Delhi & Lansing.

11/16/2017 12:27 PM

4

Need more manufacturing!!

11/16/2017 11:33 AM

5

major development will provide very few local jobs

11/9/2017 5:34 PM

6

Lack of Commercial & Manufacturing development hurts homeowners!

11/9/2017 10:24 AM

7

I don't really think retail/food service jobs would be helpful in our community (because generally
adults in those jobs couldn't afford to live in our community). If you have a way of attracting highpaying jobs, sounds good.

11/7/2017 12:41 PM

8

Depends on what kind of jobs and how it impacts the community. Most people moved here
because the community was rural to suburban, safe, had good schools and had natural areas. We
need to keep that feel. It also provided reasonable access to work. Adding development while
maintaining this feel is important.

10/15/2017 4:56 PM

9

But keep it in n business 27

10/12/2017 2:30 PM

10

Redevelopment of existing vacant/underused areas

10/12/2017 10:49 AM

11

No. Driving to any major job hub is negligible from DeWitt.

10/10/2017 3:29 PM

12

This is the only kind of development that makes sense, IMO.

10/10/2017 2:07 PM

13

Enough. Development. Enough.

10/8/2017 9:41 AM
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14

Office jobs

10/5/2017 3:42 PM

15

We moved here to get away from the hustle of city life.

10/4/2017 6:55 PM

16

As long as traffic conditions do not change.

10/4/2017 6:16 PM

17

I like that we are a bedroom community.

10/4/2017 5:34 PM

18

Planning a office community or light industrial would address the concern. If the airport begins to
develop the import business I imagine warehouses, storage or shipping industry will want to locate
around, nearer to the airport.

10/4/2017 4:57 PM

19

But not at the expense of nature and domestic quiet!

10/4/2017 4:42 PM

20

We are minutes from larger municipalities and highways that take us to those municipalities.

10/4/2017 9:45 AM

21

I'm retired.

10/4/2017 8:28 AM
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Q8 Do you think there should be additional services available to residents
of the DeWitt Township?
Answered: 167

Skipped: 8

Yes

No

No Opinion
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

53.29%

89

No

21.56%

36

No Opinion

25.15%

42

TOTAL

167

#

COMMENT:

DATE

1

There is currently nothing for the residence of this community to do. We have to drive anywhere to
do anything. This is a bedroom community!

11/18/2017 4:52 PM

2

This community offers NO services !!

11/18/2017 10:52 AM

3

We have millage for Police & Fire. What other services are there?

11/16/2017 12:27 PM

4

U currently offer only police & fire & taxes to support govt. operations!!

11/16/2017 11:33 AM

5

more public transportation options

11/9/2017 5:34 PM

6

I'd like DARA to offer more to teenagers.

11/7/2017 12:41 PM

7

Trash/recycling/yard waste removal

11/7/2017 5:26 AM

8

But only those that are traditionally community services. The market takes care of what the market
takes care of. Internet comes from companies that we pay. Power we pay for. Gas we buy.
Libraries and roads? Municipal. Parks? Municipal. Community centers? Some of that can be
provided by municipalities, but not at increased cost to residents when our churches and schools
have space they offer and space that goes unused. Look at Gunnisonville! What a wonderful thing
to have eventually have happened to a dead space that the LSD abandoned! Rivers, Forests,
Parks, Meadows, and protecting residents while ensuring that businesses we want in our
community invest in our community. We have to clean up that Southern corridor. And Granger
might be a lovely company, but the stench is acrid. Our motels are still a problem. A service to the
community would be to balance the focus. A path for the Southern Corridor was nice, but let's now
forget it. There are still problems to solve. DeWitt Twp. is a place I've lived for most of my 45
years. It's wonderful. Let's make it better yet.

11/5/2017 8:37 PM

9

Curb leaf collection similar to other nearby communities

11/4/2017 12:06 PM
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10

There needs to be an integrated mass transit system that connects to other counties. CATA has a
good working model. This would help reduce the need for large increases in roads by giving
people a good way to get to work or other areas, would aid the young and seniors and would
reduce road maintenance. Maybe full-time first responders as opposed to volunteers.

10/15/2017 4:56 PM

11

MSU FCU, non motorized path into Lansing and along main roads, restaurants

10/12/2017 2:30 PM

12

wifi for all

10/11/2017 9:09 AM

13

See #4: only under those conditions/those type of small shop services.

10/10/2017 3:29 PM

14

Recycling

10/10/2017 3:18 PM

15

Enhance what you have. The area is not a major city for a reason!

10/8/2017 9:41 AM

16

Recycling and brush removal

10/8/2017 7:45 AM

17

Like the city of Dewitt offers.

10/8/2017 5:43 AM

18

I would like a more walkable community. Including adding sidewalks anytime possible to connect
communities.

10/7/2017 8:08 PM

19

Include garbage/recycling/yard waste in taxes

10/7/2017 6:35 PM

20

Recycle

10/7/2017 10:26 AM

21

OUR LIBRARY IS A JOKE.

10/6/2017 9:31 PM

22

More parks with activities such as splash pad or disc golf

10/6/2017 8:11 PM

23

CATA busses to downtown Lansing

10/6/2017 5:42 PM

24

So close to Lansing and St. Johns

10/6/2017 10:49 AM

25

I do not know what is meant by "services"

10/6/2017 7:38 AM

26

Bus line into downtown Lansing including LCC

10/5/2017 3:42 PM

27

Waste removal especially recycling

10/5/2017 2:34 PM

28

I would like to see a blanket contract with Granger for trash pick up and recycle. It would be nice to
have a community center like the Hannah Center with a pool that everyone could use.

10/5/2017 11:25 AM

29

I don't have Consumers gas available

10/5/2017 7:32 AM

30

Recycling

10/4/2017 8:45 PM

31

Municipal Fiber internet

10/4/2017 8:45 PM

32

Yard waste removal in the fall

10/4/2017 7:23 PM

33

Depending on what services are offered

10/4/2017 6:55 PM

34

Minimal government for minimal cost (ie: taxes)

10/4/2017 6:50 PM

35

More high-speed Internet options is important for this area.

10/4/2017 5:45 PM

36

I would like to see us build and equip a library, community center complex for community use. I
visited a great example in Ketchikan, Alaska that serves a small community not nearly as big as
DeWitt, but it is amazing and the pride of the community.

10/4/2017 4:57 PM

37

Municipal water

10/4/2017 4:44 PM

38

Can't think of reasonable specifics.

10/4/2017 4:42 PM

39

Trash included in taxes like city residents

10/4/2017 4:01 PM

40

Better Transportation Options

10/4/2017 3:37 PM

41

Better lawn pickup would be nice

10/4/2017 3:26 PM

42

i would like to see more for young families, children and young adults (teens)

10/4/2017 3:23 PM

43

more internet options

10/4/2017 3:09 PM

44

medical building, restaurants

10/4/2017 2:53 PM

45

CATA

10/4/2017 11:39 AM
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46

I would welcome the opportunity to hear discussion on this topic. It's not that I don't have an
opinion, I just don't have the ideas yet.

10/4/2017 9:45 AM

47

Recycling

10/4/2017 9:35 AM

48

Fiber internet

10/4/2017 8:58 AM

49

We are considering moving to DeWitt city because of the services, particularly leaf pickup and the
Santa Claus delivery on Christmas Eve.

10/4/2017 8:26 AM

50

An outdoor public swimming pool/facility.

10/4/2017 8:16 AM
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Q9 Which services are needed?
Answered: 85

Skipped: 90

High speed
internet...

Municipal
sanitary sew...

Other (please
specify):

0%
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50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

High speed internet connectivity

40.00%

34

Municipal sanitary sewers for groundwater/lake protection

22.35%

19

Other (please specify):

37.65%

32

TOTAL

85

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY):

DATE

1

Programs for adults and senior citizens

11/18/2017 4:52 PM

2

Look at what other communities offer, for less money than we pay!

11/18/2017 10:53 AM

3

All you need to do is LOOK what is happening in other communities SMALLER than DeWitt Tsp.
They offer far more programming and have lower taxes than we do! Portland, Williamston, Holt,
Charlotte.

11/16/2017 12:29 PM

4

Look at what other townships & communities offer and replicate that!

11/16/2017 11:33 AM

5

Senior programs, young adult programs, teen programs!

11/13/2017 7:03 AM

6

general public infrastructure and the maintenance of it

11/9/2017 5:36 PM

7

Increase quality of Life ranking, LOSE the "bedroom" community mentality.

11/9/2017 10:30 AM

8

garbage

11/7/2017 12:07 PM

9

See previous

11/5/2017 8:37 PM

10

Answer on previous question - curb leaf collection

11/4/2017 12:06 PM

11

Emergency services and mass transit that connects across county lines.

10/15/2017 4:57 PM

12

Wendy’s or KFC

10/11/2017 8:08 PM

13

Not sure

10/8/2017 10:02 PM

14

Recycling and brush removal

10/8/2017 7:45 AM

15

Free leaf pickup and recyclables.

10/8/2017 5:45 AM

16

Curb side recycling

10/7/2017 10:03 PM
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17

I would like trash, recycling, and yard waste services through the township.

10/7/2017 8:09 PM

18

City water

10/7/2017 10:27 AM

19

Library services appropriate to the size of the community it serves.

10/6/2017 9:31 PM

20

bus service to downtown Lansing

10/6/2017 5:42 PM

21

More biking trails/lanes

10/6/2017 5:28 AM

22

as long as taxes don't go up!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

10/5/2017 7:32 AM

23

Sidewalks on northcrest rd

10/5/2017 5:29 AM

24

Recycling

10/4/2017 8:46 PM

25

Transportation. Blue bus does not cut it. Parks. Meeting space. Something for teens to do.

10/4/2017 8:39 PM

26

Yard waste removal

10/4/2017 7:24 PM

27

Better bars and restaurants

10/4/2017 7:01 PM

28

garbage and yard pick up

10/4/2017 4:55 PM

29

BETTER & REPAIRED ROADS

10/4/2017 2:20 PM

30

Internet, water/sewer and public transportation

10/4/2017 11:39 AM

31

Improved Snow Removal

10/4/2017 10:25 AM

32

Both of the above

10/4/2017 9:35 AM
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Q10 Please tell us whether you agree or disagree with each of the
following statements:
Answered: 168

Skipped: 7

Any new
development ...

Wildlife
corridors...

Natural
features and...
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to see some...
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of the Towns...
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Any new development in the Township should preserve as many natural features of the
land as possible

86.31%
145

7.74%
13

5.95%
10

168

Wildlife corridors should be preserved as integral parts of any new residential or
recreational development in the Township

79.52%
132

7.83%
13

12.65%
21

166

Natural features and open space are an important reason I choose to live in
DeWitt Township

78.44%
131

9.58%
16

11.98%
20

167

I would like to see some parts of the Township permanently set aside as open space

75.00%
126

8.93%
15

16.07%
27

168

53.94%
89

27.88%
46

18.18%
30

165

The majority of the Township should remain rural
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Q11 Please add any additional comments here.
Answered: 49

Skipped: 126

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

The taxes and millages combined are extremely high for what is provided to the residence of this
community

11/18/2017 4:54 PM

2

We are the least developed area in Tri County & it shows in the online scores available thru Zillow,
Trulia, and Area Vibe. Our local govt. just discovered that you can get money from the feds to
provide for the population! Give me a break!

11/18/2017 10:57 AM

3

sidewalks/bike paths/ walking trails should be part of new residential development

11/9/2017 5:37 PM

4

We need more single family homes, more commercial development, Industrial Park designation.
Taxation is on the back of the homeowner. Taxes and additional millage are highest in MID
Michigan. You have to drive to do anything! Nothing to do in this township.

11/9/2017 10:33 AM

5

I live here because it is a walkable, nature filled community.

11/7/2017 5:28 AM

6

The township needs to have more areas for businesses to build buildings for their businesses.
There is minimal places for existing or new businesses to build a building, which would in turn help
the community.

11/3/2017 7:08 PM

7

Any future residential developments should be single family/condos rather than apartments.

10/16/2017 3:10 PM

8

According to architects, urban planners and real estate agents people choose communities
because they are safe, have great schools, have green spaces(natural areas and parks), and have
easy access to work, shopping and other needs. We need to create this type of community. This
includes lots of natural green spaces open to multi-use and that are minimally developed.

10/15/2017 5:00 PM

9

I think adding development is great if there is a want/need that can improve life for residents but
also like preserving landscaping, nature, and open spaces so the town doesn't end up seeming
"crowded" and too busy! The biggest thing I would like to see is some sort of gas station and/or
smaller grocery option closer to Airport Rd area. I feel that would be very beneficial to anyone on
that side of town.

10/13/2017 10:43 AM

10

We cannot continue to sprawl neighbors Into the country without a detrimental effect on wildlife.
Let’s be good responsible stewards of our land for future generations

10/12/2017 6:00 PM

11

Please do not waste taxpayer funds on insane projects such as the ludicrously wide sidewalk on
Bus 27. It is a fine display of government waste and foolishness whose maintenance burden will
eventually be passed along to the tax paying businesses. Many of us moved here because Clinton
County is fiscally conservative and business friendly. Please tell Rod Taylor to keep the social
welfare projects that he learned during his time at the city of East Lansing out of DeWitt Township.

10/12/2017 3:31 PM

12

Non motorized path into lansing

10/12/2017 2:31 PM

13

item 9c - I don't consider most of the Township rural. Need to provide services within existing
millage.

10/12/2017 10:54 AM

14

Please stop or limit multi unit development. I think dewitt township shoud focus on single family
homes if there is development

10/11/2017 9:25 AM

15

Don't require sidewalks on both sides of roads. an unnecessary expense.

10/11/2017 9:11 AM

16

Research studies indicate that quality of life, good physical and mental health is correlated to areas
that feel more rural. Increasing natural areas where we live is critical to health and well-being and
at the same time, helps to balance the seemingly haphazard development we see occurring in our
region, and makes our township all that more attractive.

10/11/2017 7:04 AM

17

LEAVE DEWITT TWNSHP AS IS, NO CHANGE.

10/10/2017 6:01 PM

18

Outdoor community pool would be great - recycling options & protecting the night sky (ie, limit
street lights) are things that should be addressed

10/10/2017 3:21 PM

19

Don't try to make all Developments incorporate open space or other land intensive set asides. Let
areas served by utilities (sewer and water) have appropriate densities to encourage growth.

10/10/2017 10:20 AM
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20

More jobs would be great and more development would be fine if pollution, excessive noise and
blight can be prevented or reasonably controlled.

10/9/2017 2:03 PM

21

Improving walkability in the township is already awesome. This preserves natural aspects of the
area but helps residents use the area more.

10/8/2017 12:49 PM

22

I fully believe the above questions already show, that you have upset residents! You know you are
being greedy with developing and taxes, so knock it off. You people were put in your positions to
PRESERVE and PROTECT what a precious rural and natural area that we had, have. Your
current actions show that you are not doing your job.

10/8/2017 9:46 AM

23

I would like to see the Commission place more emphasis on keeping DeWitt rural, and not seek to
emulate Meridian Twp, Canton and/or East Lansing.

10/8/2017 7:49 AM

24

I live in the Twp because of its proximity to Lansing. I would love the area to have more shopping
options and more connected communities (sidewalks along Webb for example).

10/7/2017 8:11 PM

25

There have been so many new apartments (the Quarry) and subdivisions that have been built
recently. Cease residential construction and focus on stores/restaurants for the residents that live
here. Old 27 has abandoned buildings and areas that could be transformed. Old dilapidated
Rookies to the new Renos North is a perfect example.

10/7/2017 6:38 PM

26

Continue to connect bike trails with other existing trails.

10/7/2017 11:19 AM

27

New developments, either residential or commercial, need to be sustainable O er the long term
and not have a detrimental impact on existing developments and neighborhoods. I'd also like to
see some of the less desirable/troubled businesses encouraged to make improvements to their
clientele. Some of the rent by the hour motels are attracting the wrongoing type of people to our
community.

10/7/2017 2:30 AM

28

Green space and safe walking paths are very important to me. A variety of outdoor activities to
promote an active lifestyle.

10/6/2017 8:13 PM

29

Don't make it too difficult for businesses to come to DeWitt. I much prefer shopping locally vs
driving for several miles

10/6/2017 5:45 PM

30

I feel it is important to give the township on the west end near aiport road a closer gas
station/bank/grocery

10/5/2017 2:35 PM

31

The township and the City of Dewitt should work together on a long range plan. As the population
grows older the township needs to work on more accessible housing and additional transportation.

10/5/2017 11:30 AM

32

No more professional developments within a neighborhood!!

10/5/2017 10:22 AM

33

I moved here 16 years ago because of the quiet and schools which are nearly maxed out already

10/5/2017 7:33 AM

34

keep commercial on old 27!! Still wonder why athletic facility was built on Airport Road and
township approved its location. I wouldn't be happy if I built a $400,000+ home adjacent to gym

10/5/2017 5:31 AM

35

We need green space. Parks. Trails. Etc. I’m tired of dragging my bike up to st Johns. I always say
- people who planned Dewitt forgot green space. We are severely lacking. Please don’t tell me we
have a lot. Compare us to any other town. We don’t. Granger doesn’t count. I’m not going to a
landfill for a walk.

10/4/2017 8:42 PM

36

This is a fine township. Will continue to be if we diligently work and vote for a more limited
government with only the most essential personnel and services.

10/4/2017 6:53 PM

37

We need a Wendy’s. Can we sync the stop lights on 27? We don’t need a ton of city “yuppies.”
Don’t change the speed limit on Airport Rd unless it’s to 55. Put in a large, long bike path away
from roads so bikers stop getting hit. (They need to get off the roads). Animals are our friends. We
need farms. Land is the one thing they’re not making anymore.

10/4/2017 6:18 PM

38

Continuing the installation of sidewalks and road improvements that connect the the various
communities of the township may lead to a more inclusive community structure. I sometimes worry
that we are "two" township units; one north one south and each has a distinct identity.

10/4/2017 5:01 PM

39

Township employees are great. If a pro-business Board means eternally reauthorizing things like
Gunnisonville gravel pit, have the decency to live next to it!

10/4/2017 4:54 PM

40

CAREFUL planning for future development.

10/4/2017 4:45 PM

41

Good job overall - more community input if possible

10/4/2017 4:13 PM
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42

Stop converting all farm land to housing

10/4/2017 4:02 PM

43

I would like Clark Road between 27 and Airport to have bike lanes/sidewalks.

10/4/2017 3:12 PM

44

Too many developments that our schools cannot support. Classrooms are too crowded and
resources and books are limited. We do not need to grow anymore. Fix what we have, our roads
need to be repaved and Internet is inconsistent. We used to be a pocket community outside of
Lansing. Soon we'll be the new Lansing with too much development, tearing down green space
and not reusing land that has already been developed. Lansing is only 10-15 min away and has all
the amentities that we need. What we had now is all we need.

10/4/2017 10:19 AM

45

I would like to see continued improvement to the south end of the Township. It would behoove the
Township to educate those of us in the north end of the Township about the Townships boundries
in order to raise awareness of the south ends underwhelming features.

10/4/2017 9:47 AM

46

The main reason we moved to DeWitt was because it wasn’t overdeveloped and there was natural
beauty either the parks.

10/4/2017 9:37 AM

47

If we lose natural areas we become like many other places.

10/4/2017 9:19 AM

48

The Township's policy of allowing open leaf burning in the fall needs to be changed. The practice
is unhealthy, inconsiderate and outdated. I know several people who were looking to locate in the
area, but changed their minds when they drove through neighborhoods that were filled will thick
stinking leaf smoke. It does not make the Township look very appealing.

10/4/2017 8:30 AM

49

We would really like to see a splash pad at one of the parks.

10/4/2017 8:28 AM

30 / 30

A-33

DeWitt Township Business Survey

Q1 What is the name of the business?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Cadgewith Farms

11/9/2017 10:59 AM

2

Donn Rush & Assoc

10/15/2017 4:48 PM

3

Granger

10/13/2017 10:29 AM

4

Clinton Area Transit System

10/11/2017 5:33 PM

5

Tom Motz Builder, LLC

10/10/2017 3:10 PM

6

Dewitt Moose Lodge

10/9/2017 1:03 PM

7

DeWitt. MI Self Storage

10/7/2017 8:27 PM

8

West Orthodontics

10/5/2017 9:52 AM

9

Mohre soft water

10/5/2017 9:50 AM

10

DeWitt Veterinary Hospitals p.c

10/5/2017 7:21 AM

11

The Plant Professionals, Inc.

10/4/2017 4:06 PM

12

accurate inspections llc

10/4/2017 3:29 PM

13

West Orthodontics

10/4/2017 2:50 PM

14

Arens Architecture

10/4/2017 2:44 PM
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Q2 What is the location/street address of the business?
Answered: 15

Skipped: 0

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

2300 E State rd

11/9/2017 10:59 AM

2

136256 Pearwood

10/15/2017 4:48 PM

3

16980 Wood Road Lansing, MI 48906

10/13/2017 10:29 AM

4

215 North Scott Road, St Johns, MI 48879

10/11/2017 5:33 PM

5

11920 Murano Dr., Dewitt

10/10/2017 3:10 PM

6

Us27

10/9/2017 1:03 PM

7

1073 E. Howe Rd. DeWitt, MI 48820

10/7/2017 8:27 PM

8

Old 27, near Round Lake

10/7/2017 5:56 PM

9

13109 Schavey Road, Ste. 1 DeWitt

10/5/2017 9:52 AM

10

16231 S US 27

10/5/2017 9:50 AM

11

11371 S us hwy 27

10/5/2017 7:21 AM

12

16886 Turner, lansing, 48906

10/4/2017 4:06 PM

13

12228 us 27 , dewitt, mi 48820

10/4/2017 3:29 PM

14

13109 Schavey Rd, Ste. 1 - DeWitt Shopping Center

10/4/2017 2:50 PM

15

913 E Herbison Dr

10/4/2017 2:44 PM
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Q3 Can the Township contact you to learn more about your experience of
working in DeWitt?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

I do not wish
to be contacted

Yes, you may
contact me. ...
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90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

I do not wish to be contacted

21.43%

3

Yes, you may contact me. My name and phone number is:

78.57%

11

TOTAL

14

#

YES, YOU MAY CONTACT ME. MY NAME AND PHONE NUMBER IS:

DATE

1

Emily Pearson 517-371-1101

11/9/2017 10:59 AM

2

Breina Pugh 517-371-9775

10/13/2017 10:29 AM

3

Dawn Benson, (989)534-2705

10/11/2017 5:33 PM

4

Tom Motz (517)204-5029

10/10/2017 3:10 PM

5

Dave Fedewa 819-3236

10/7/2017 8:27 PM

6

Dr. Kristine West 517-507-3001

10/5/2017 9:52 AM

7

Butch Mohre w 517-482-1064 c 517-719-4662

10/5/2017 9:50 AM

8

Gary Kashenider/ 517-712-3377

10/5/2017 7:21 AM

9

Kathy Valentine 327-1059, ext. 13

10/4/2017 4:06 PM

10

Jennie Hudson Sehlke 517-507-3001

10/4/2017 2:50 PM

11

517-668-5015

10/4/2017 2:44 PM
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Q4 Which of the following terms best describes your position held?
Answered: 15

Skipped: 0

Owner

Manager

Other (please
specify):
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Owner

66.67%

10

Manager

20.00%

3

Other (please specify):

13.33%

2

TOTAL

15

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY):

DATE

1

Associate

10/13/2017 10:29 AM

2

Nonprofit

10/9/2017 1:03 PM
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Q5 How long has this business been in DeWitt Township?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

Less than 1
year

1 to 2 years

3 to 4 years

5 to 9 years

10 to 19 years

20 or more
years
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7.14%
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0.00%

0
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4

20 or more years

50.00%

7

TOTAL

14
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Q6 How long has this business been at this specific location?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1
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20 or more
years
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

less than one year

14.29%

2

1 to 2 years

14.29%

2

3 to 4 years

0.00%

0

5 to 9 years

14.29%

2
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3
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35.71%

5

TOTAL

14
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Q7 Which of the following represented the primary factors in selecting the
location?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

Character of
the area
Proximity to
clients
Other (please
specify):
Opportunity to
purchase...
Proximity to
the ownershi...
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Opportunity to
rent
Affordable
rent/costs
Proximity to
other...
Character of
the building
Pedestrian
traffic volume

Available labor
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

ANSWER CHOICES

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

RESPONSES

Character of the area
Proximity to clients
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6

35.71%

5
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Other (please specify):

35.71%

5

Opportunity to purchase building

28.57%

4

Proximity to the ownership of managements' homes

21.43%

3

Obtained business from the someone else

14.29%

2

Vehicular traffic volume

14.29%

2

Interstate access

14.29%

2

Proximity to residential activity

14.29%

2

Opportunity to rent

7.14%

1

Affordable rent/costs

7.14%

1

Proximity to other businesses

7.14%

1

Character of the building

7.14%

1

Pedestrian traffic volume

0.00%

0

Available labor

0.00%

0

Total Respondents: 14
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY):

DATE

1

Illness required moving from EL to a home based office

10/15/2017 4:49 PM

2

available land for commercial development

10/11/2017 5:34 PM

3

Already owned the real estate.

10/7/2017 8:28 PM

4

Close to schools--main group of patients are in school

10/5/2017 9:54 AM

5

Combination of appropriate building and open land.

10/4/2017 4:07 PM
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Q8 Has the specific location met your or the company's expectations?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

Yes

No

Uncertain

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

92.86%

13

No

0.00%

0

Uncertain

7.14%

1

TOTAL

14
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Q9 If the specific location has not met your or the company's
expectations, why?
Answered: 0

#

Skipped: 15

RESPONSES

DATE

There are no responses.
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Q10 What is the square footage of the building that the business
occupies (estimated):
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

not relevant

11/9/2017 11:00 AM

2

500 sq ft

10/15/2017 4:50 PM

3

N/A

10/13/2017 10:30 AM

4

5432

10/11/2017 5:35 PM

5

4000

10/10/2017 3:11 PM

6

4000

10/9/2017 1:04 PM

7

20,000

10/7/2017 8:28 PM

8

2400

10/7/2017 5:57 PM

9

7000

10/5/2017 9:54 AM

10

3800

10/5/2017 9:54 AM

11

2400 sq ft

10/5/2017 7:23 AM

12

3 buildings now, about 15,000sq ft.

10/4/2017 4:08 PM

13

1500

10/4/2017 3:29 PM

14

1500sf (home)

10/4/2017 2:45 PM
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Q11 Do you own or rent this location?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

Own

Rent

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Own

92.86%

13

Rent

7.14%

1

TOTAL

14
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Q12 If you rent, would your or the company be interested in purchasing
this building?
Answered: 1

Skipped: 14

Not applicable

Yes

No

Uncertain/maybe

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Not applicable

0.00%

0

Yes

0.00%

0

No

100.00%

1

Uncertain/maybe

0.00%

0

TOTAL

1
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Q13 If you own the building, do you plan to sell the building or would you
like to sell the building in the future?
Answered: 13

Skipped: 2

Not applicable

Yes

No

Uncertain

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Not applicable

15.38%

2

Yes

23.08%

3

No

46.15%

6

Uncertain

15.38%

2

TOTAL

13
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Q14 Which of the following best describes the nature of your business?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

Retail

Retail related
services
Personal
services
Food service
establishments

Arts & crafts

Home decor
Non-medical
professional...
Medical
services
Financial
institution
Investment
advisors

Insurance

Vehicular
service or...
Communications
services
Senior
services or...
Electric, gas,
or other...
Place of
assembly...

Travel agency

Vehicle sales

Vehicle rentals
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Vehicular part
sales
Real estate or
property...
Education
provider

Wholesaling

Distribution

Manufacturing

Assemblage
Shipping or
transportation
Metal
fabrication
Other
manufacturing
Hotel, motel,
bed & breakfast
Construction
or other...
Aviation
related...
General
supplier
Other (please
specify):
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Retail

7.14%

1

Retail related services

0.00%

0

Personal services

0.00%

0

Food service establishments

0.00%

0

Arts & crafts

0.00%

0

Home decor

0.00%

0
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Non-medical professional services

0.00%

0

Medical services

0.00%

0

Financial institution

0.00%

0

Investment advisors

0.00%

0

Insurance

0.00%

0

Vehicular service or dealers

0.00%

0

Communications services

0.00%

0

Senior services or related housing

7.14%

1

Electric, gas, or other utility

0.00%

0

Place of assembly religious institution

0.00%

0

Travel agency

0.00%

0

Vehicle sales

0.00%

0

Vehicle rentals

0.00%

0

Vehicular part sales

0.00%

0

Real estate or property management

0.00%

0

Education provider

0.00%

0

Wholesaling

0.00%

0

Distribution

0.00%

0

Manufacturing

0.00%

0

Assemblage

0.00%

0

Shipping or transportation

0.00%

0

Metal fabrication

0.00%

0

Other manufacturing

0.00%

0

Hotel, motel, bed & breakfast

0.00%

0

Construction or other contractor

14.29%

2

Aviation related industry

0.00%

0

General supplier

0.00%

0

Other (please specify):

71.43%

10

TOTAL

14

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY):

DATE

1

Consultant

10/15/2017 4:51 PM

2

Waste/Recycling

10/13/2017 10:31 AM

3

governmental, public transportation

10/11/2017 5:37 PM

4

Bar

10/9/2017 1:06 PM

5

Self Storage

10/7/2017 8:30 PM
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6

Professional services

10/7/2017 5:59 PM

7

Orthodontic services--specialization of dentistry

10/5/2017 9:55 AM

8

Veterinary Hospital

10/5/2017 7:29 AM

9

Horticultural services

10/4/2017 4:10 PM

10

Architecture

10/4/2017 2:46 PM
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Q15 How many employees do you have at this location throughout the
entire year, including yourself (and the owner if other than you)?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

6

11/9/2017 11:00 AM

2

O

10/15/2017 4:51 PM

3

240

10/13/2017 10:31 AM

4

46

10/11/2017 5:37 PM

5

4

10/10/2017 3:12 PM

6

2

10/9/2017 1:06 PM

7

0

10/7/2017 8:30 PM

8

9

10/7/2017 5:59 PM

9

6

10/5/2017 9:56 AM

10

6

10/5/2017 9:55 AM

11

9

10/5/2017 7:29 AM

12

37

10/4/2017 4:10 PM

13

7

10/4/2017 3:32 PM

14

1

10/4/2017 2:46 PM
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Q16 How many are part-time/seasonal employees?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

0

11/9/2017 11:00 AM

2

0

10/15/2017 4:51 PM

3

0

10/13/2017 10:31 AM

4

32

10/11/2017 5:37 PM

5

0

10/10/2017 3:12 PM

6

1

10/9/2017 1:06 PM

7

0

10/7/2017 8:30 PM

8

6

10/7/2017 5:59 PM

9

0

10/5/2017 9:56 AM

10

2

10/5/2017 9:55 AM

11

6

10/5/2017 7:29 AM

12

22 year round part time, over half of these work full time peak seasons.

10/4/2017 4:10 PM

13

0

10/4/2017 3:32 PM

14

0

10/4/2017 2:46 PM
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Q17 Where do the majority of your employees live?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

Within DeWitt
Township

City of DeWitt

In other
nearby...

Other areas in
Clinton County

Elsewhere

Unknown

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Within DeWitt Township

21.43%

3

City of DeWitt

7.14%

1

In other nearby communities

42.86%

6

Other areas in Clinton County

21.43%

3

Elsewhere

0.00%

0

Unknown

7.14%

1

TOTAL

14
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Q18 Have the businesses' revenues increased, decreased, or remained
steady over the last three years?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

Increase

Decreased

Steady

Uncertain

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Increase

85.71%

12

Decreased

7.14%

1

Steady

7.14%

1

Uncertain

0.00%

0

TOTAL

14
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Q19 What do you see as being the primary reason for this pattern?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Senior housing can't raise rental rates too high

11/9/2017 11:04 AM

2

Township refusal to allow the one PART TIME employee to park in either the drivewway or in front
significantly reduced capacity

10/15/2017 4:55 PM

3

Continued business growth and improved economy

10/13/2017 10:32 AM

4

increasing expenses and formula distribution through the comprehensive transportation fund

10/11/2017 5:38 PM

5

Improved economy

10/10/2017 3:13 PM

6

Increase in membership

10/9/2017 1:08 PM

7

Demand for storage

10/7/2017 8:31 PM

8

Reputation in community and word of mouth recommendations

10/7/2017 6:01 PM

9

Economy. Good business plan

10/5/2017 10:00 AM

10

By offering exceptional treatment and customer care.

10/5/2017 9:57 AM

11

Good customer service

10/5/2017 7:33 AM

12

Improved economy, marketing efforts, ability to develop infrastructure

10/4/2017 4:13 PM

13

unk

10/4/2017 3:33 PM

14

Economic growth & increase construction activity

10/4/2017 2:48 PM
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Q20 Which of the following best describes the location of your major
competition?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

Immediate
neighboring...
Elsewhere in
immediate area
Elsewhere in
Clinton County
Elsewhere in
the Greater...
Other areas in
Michigan
Other
neighboring...

National

International
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Immediate neighboring businesses

0.00%

0

Elsewhere in immediate area

21.43%

3

Elsewhere in Clinton County

0.00%

0

Elsewhere in the Greater Lansing Area

71.43%

10

Other areas in Michigan

0.00%

0

Other neighboring states

7.14%

1

National

0.00%

0

International

0.00%

0

TOTAL

14
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Q21 What are the challenges in growing your business in this general
area? Select all that apply.
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

Other (please
specify):
Finding
quality...
Finding
qualified...
Laws and
regulations
Marketing or
promotion

Utility costs

Insurance costs

Transportation
costs
General
regional...
Global
conditions
Cost of
materials
Availability
of resources
Too few
similar...
Lack of
complementar...
Law of
complementar...
Lack of
cohesive...
Lack of
financing
Transportation
or access...
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Telecommunicati
on...
Other
infrastructure
Online
purchasing
Level of
competition

Safety issues
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Other (please specify):

28.57%

4

Finding quality employees

21.43%

3

Finding qualified employees

14.29%

2

Laws and regulations

14.29%

2

Marketing or promotion

14.29%

2

Utility costs

7.14%

1

Insurance costs

0.00%

0

Transportation costs

0.00%

0

General regional economy

0.00%

0

Global conditions

0.00%

0

Cost of materials

0.00%

0

Availability of resources

0.00%

0

Too few similar businesses

0.00%

0

Lack of complementary activity

0.00%

0

Law of complementary activity

0.00%

0

Lack of cohesive business community

0.00%

0

Lack of financing

0.00%

0

Transportation or access issues

0.00%

0

Telecommunication infrastructure

0.00%

0

0.00%

0

Online purchasing

0.00%

0

Level of competition

0.00%

0

Safety issues

0.00%

0

Other infrastructure
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TOTAL

14

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY):

DATE

1

19. Does not allow for more than one selection

10/15/2017 4:55 PM

2

would not let me choose more then one

10/5/2017 10:00 AM

3

Lack of utilities, sewer , water

10/5/2017 7:33 AM

4

will not allow multiples- emplyees, tele.Inf., gen. reg. econ.

10/4/2017 4:13 PM
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Q22 Do you anticipate a need to upsize, downsize, or change locations in
the future?
Answered: 14

Skipped: 1

Upsize/expand

Downsize

Change
locations

No change
anticipated

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Upsize/expand

35.71%

5

Downsize

7.14%

1

Change locations

0.00%

0

No change anticipated

57.14%

8

TOTAL

14
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Q23 Are you able to do this at or near this location?
Answered: 13

Skipped: 2

Yes

No

Maybe/Uncertain

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

84.62%

11

No

0.00%

0

Maybe/Uncertain

15.38%

2

TOTAL

13

#

REASON FOR YOUR ANSWER:

DATE

1

We would possibly expand if we could make a purchase of more land adjacent to our current
location.

11/9/2017 11:05 AM

2

Most likely toward close

10/15/2017 4:56 PM

3

Original approval for addition of third building

10/7/2017 8:33 PM

4

Hoping to, but need the township to work with us

10/7/2017 6:01 PM

5

We still have open acreage

10/4/2017 4:14 PM
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Q24 Do you have any definitive plans for such new investment that could
or will likely reach fruition in the next two or three years?
Answered: 11

Skipped: 4

Yes

No

Maybe/Uncertain

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Yes

45.45%

5

No

54.55%

6

Maybe/Uncertain

0.00%

0

TOTAL

11
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Q25 What do you think are DeWitt Township’s strengths in terms of
support for economic activity? Select all that apply.
Answered: 13

Skipped: 2
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Proximity to
larger...
Proximity to
suppliers
Proximity to
my clients o...
Availability
of labor force
Quality of the
work force
Interstate
access

Rail access

Quality of
life in the...
Quality of
schools
Local
leadership
Community
facilities
Local
government...
Local
government...
Availability
of utilities
Availability
of space to...
Availability
of land upon...
The quality of
public services
Other (please
specify):
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Proximity to larger population centers

46.15%
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Proximity to suppliers

0.00%

0

Proximity to my clients or end users of my product

53.85%

7

Availability of labor force

15.38%

2

Quality of the work force

23.08%

3

Interstate access

61.54%

8

Rail access

0.00%

0

Quality of life in the community

69.23%

9

Quality of schools

61.54%

8

Local leadership

7.69%

1

Community facilities

23.08%

3

Local government attitude

38.46%

5

Local government regulatory processes

15.38%

2

Availability of utilities

15.38%

2

Availability of space to lease

15.38%

2

Availability of land upon which to build

15.38%

2

The quality of public services

7.69%

1

Other (please specify):

0.00%

0

Total Respondents: 13
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY):

DATE

There are no responses.
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Q26 What do you consider to be major obstacles to future economic
growth in DeWitt Township? Select all that apply
Answered: 11

Skipped: 4

Global economy

Nation economy
Regional
economy
Availability
or...
Quality of the
work force

Rents
Costs of
utilities
Local taxes or
tax rates
Availability
of sites, sp...
Transportation
infrastructure
Communications
infrastructure
Other
infrastructure
Local
regulations

Leadership

Capital/funding

Workforce
training...
Workforce
affordable...

Public schools
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Community
amenities
Inability to
retain youth
Limited number
of major...
High number of
commuters
Other (please
specify):
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Global economy

0.00%

0

Nation economy

9.09%

1

Regional economy

9.09%

1

Availability or labor/insufficient number of skilled workers

18.18%

2

Quality of the work force

0.00%

0

Rents

0.00%

0

Costs of utilities

18.18%

2

Local taxes or tax rates

27.27%

3

Availability of sites, space or buildings

0.00%

0

Transportation infrastructure

9.09%

1

Communications infrastructure

9.09%

1

Other infrastructure

9.09%

1

Local regulations

36.36%

4

Leadership

0.00%

0

Capital/funding

9.09%

1

Workforce training opportunities

0.00%

0

Workforce affordable housing

9.09%

1

Public schools

0.00%

0

Community amenities

9.09%

1

0.00%

0

Limited number of major employees

9.09%

1

High number of commuters

18.18%

2

Other (please specify):

9.09%

1

Inability to retain youth
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Total Respondents: 11
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY):

DATE

1

Abandoned buildings make it unattractive, scattered businesses, underdeveloped downtown, no
inter county public transportation for workers

10/15/2017 5:03 PM
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Q27 Which of the following best describes the change in your ability to
operate in DeWitt Township since opening?
Answered: 13

Skipped: 2

Improved
greatly

Improved little

Remained
unchanged

Fell slightly

Fell greatly

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Improved greatly

23.08%

3

Improved little

38.46%

5

Remained unchanged

23.08%

3

Fell slightly

0.00%

0

Fell greatly

15.38%

2

TOTAL

13
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Q28 In the past three years, has the economy or technological change
caused you to:
Answered: 12

Skipped: 3

Permanently
reduce your...
Temporarily
reduce your...
Downsize your
operations...
Seek
non-traditio...
Cut employee
wages
Reduce
employee...
None of the
above
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Permanently reduce your labor force

0.00%

0

Temporarily reduce your labor force

0.00%

0

Downsize your operations (other than employment)

0.00%

0

Seek non-traditional work and revenue sources

16.67%

2

Cut employee wages

0.00%

0

Reduce employee benefits

0.00%

0

None of the above

83.33%

10

Total Respondents: 12
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Q29 What type of investment by DeWitt Township would have the
greatest impact on economic conditions in the Township?
Answered: 12

Skipped: 3

Transportation
infrastructure
Communication
infrastructure
Public
services...
Sewer, water,
or similar...
Work force
housing
Workforce
training...
Expansion of
public priva...
Enhanced local
and cooperat...

Public transit

Other (please
specify):
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Transportation infrastructure

16.67%

2

Communication infrastructure

8.33%

1

Public services infrastructure

8.33%

1

Sewer, water, or similar infrastructure

41.67%

5

Work force housing

0.00%

0

Workforce training opportunities

0.00%

0

Expansion of public private job training efforts

8.33%

1

Enhanced local and cooperative training efforts

0.00%

0

Public transit

16.67%

2

Other (please specify):

0.00%

0
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TOTAL
#

12
OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY):

DATE

There are no responses.
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Q30 Please check the box that represents your opinion on the following
local possible economic development policies and activities
Answered: 13

Skipped: 2

Actively
recruit new...

Streamline
approval...

Active
involvement ...

Provide
financial...
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DeWitt Township Business Survey

Provide
financial...

Expand or
improve...

0%

10%

20%

Strongly Agree

30%

Agree

40%

50%

60%

Not Certain

70%

80%

90% 100%

Disagree

Strongly Disagree
STRONGLY
AGREE

AGREE

NOT
CERTAIN

DISAGREE

30.77%
4

46.15%
6

7.69%
1

15.38%
2

0.00%
0

13

Streamline approval process for new
businesses/industries

46.15%
6

38.46%
5

7.69%
1

7.69%
1

0.00%
0

13

Active involvement in redevelopment of business sites

38.46%
5

46.15%
6

7.69%
1

7.69%
1

0.00%
0

13

23.08%
3

23.08%
3

38.46%
5

15.38%
2

0.00%
0

13

Provide financial incentives to encourage business
growth by existing operations

30.77%
4

23.08%
3

38.46%
5

7.69%
1

0.00%
0

13

Expand or improve workforce training activity

46.15%
6

7.69%
1

23.08%
3

23.08%
3

0.00%
0

13

Actively recruit new business/industries

Provide financial incentives to attract new activity
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TOTAL

A-76

A-77

A-78

